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Hand Rearing of a Mandrill at Taipei Zoo

Te-Ho Chen and Chien-Jen Yang
Taipei Zoo

A male mandrill was born in August 1988 with body weight of 0.5Kg. 140 days later it weighed
2.5Kg. During hand rearing period, different diets were provided. The diet which caused the fastest
gain in weight was composed of milk powder, wheat powder, ground monkey cookies, glucose and
corn oil. It contained protein (1.6g/100ml), fat (4.8g/100ml) and energy (80 Kcal/100ml). The adult
colouration developed earlier than those who was nured by mother mandrill probably owing to more
sufficient nutrition. Locamotive ability was retarded for 1—2 weeks. 24-hour contact with human
is helpful but labor and time consuming, and the early companionship of other mandrills were recom-
mended to reduce abnormal behaviors.





