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Morphplogy and Life History of the whirligig
beetle (Dineutus mellyi (Regimbart 1882))

I-Hsin Wu*, Chia-Hao Ho* and Ping-Shin Yang**

Abstract: The whirligig beetles (Dineutus mellyi (Regimbart 1882)) are aquatic beetles which
live on water surface and are known as the quickly moving on the water. They feed on insects
and small invertebrates that fall into the water, sometime they can dive into the water to hunt the
prey. The whirligig beetle's eggs are white and are laid by female adult on water plant's surface.
Their compound eyes of adult are divided into two parts so that they can see above and below the
water surface at same time. The larva has long, thin, caterpillar-like body. The larvae have three
instars, which were placed a growth chambers with 25+1°C, RH,12L:12D photoperiod. The
results indicated that the duration of egg stage was 11.75 days. Larva has 3 instars * the larval
stages were 12.20 days, 10.43 days, 19.34 days respectively .The pupal stage was 18.17 days.
Pupa and adult could over the winter. The longevity of adult can last more than one year. The
results could be suggested some information for management of rear and exhibit on insect house.
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