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STEREOTYPIC BEHAVIOUR AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ENRICHMENT STRATEGY OF
CAPTIVE SERVAL CAT (Felis serval)

Shawn Peng* Shu-Mei Chen* Chia-Hui Wang* Huey-Chin Hwang*

Abstract: The captive environment of small cats is often referring to highly predictable and
under-stimulating artificial-rock made exhibitions. Unable to express natural behaviour
indicates the degradation of animals' welfare, which can result in the expression of abnormal
behavior. Pacing behaviour of serval cat at nocturnal house, Taipei Zoo, has been recorded for
a few years; this also indicates the captive environment can not meet animals' appetitive
requirements and physiological/psychological demand. Environmental enrichment techniques
have been implemented to allow captive wildlife stimulating natural behaviour and
meliorate/prevent from abnormal behaviour by using natural or unnatural devices. A serval
cat's feeding routine was significantly evolved into foraging behaviour by varying diets and
presentations. Its foraging period and quality also increased. Its stereotypic pacing behaviour
was significantly reduced during the enriched period, suggesting that the welfare of captive
serval cat had improved in this study.
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