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Preliminary study of the effects of live prey in behavior
enrichment program of captive ocelots
(Leopardus pardalis)

Hsin-1 Hsieh*, Eric Hsieh-Shao Tsao**, Chie-Jen Ko*** and Hsiao-Wei Yuan™***

Abstract : Stereotypic behaviors would appear on many captive animals. This study was
conducted on two captive ocel ots with stereotypic behaviors at the Taipei Zoo. We tried to provide
two kinds of live preys (loachs and quails) and habitat enrichment in order to mitigate their
stereotypic behaviors. Our results showed that the stereotypic behavior decreased and exploratory
behavior increased both significantly for the trial of loachs. We also found that captive ocelots
have different responses to different live preys, because the stereotypic behavior increased
significantly for the trial of quails. We hope the concepts devel oped by this study could stimulate
new ideas in ocelot management at the zoo.
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