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* Veterinary Division, Taipei Zoo, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C. 

** National Chung Hsing University 

Investigation of Renal Insufficiency of Bengal Tigers
�Panthera tigris�at Taipei Zoo 

 

Shin-Chien Chin*, Lui Lam**, Kai-Wei Lin** and Lih-Chiann Wang* 

Abstract���� There were six Bengal tigers died during the past four years in the conservation area 

of Taipei Zoo. Their preceding blood examination results showed azotemia or uremia. The 

pathological reports also indicated renal function was abnormal. A high proportion of the six 

Bengal tigers also showed abnormal blood renal indexes during routine annual health checking. 

The major purpose of this report was to investigate renal insufficiency in animals from the points 

of clinic medicine and nutrition, and to explore the possible cause of azotemia in these tigers. The 

information obtained from this study may be helped for the prevention and therapy of renal 

disease in these animals. 
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