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Abstract���� The objective of this study was to investigate the prevalence of intestinal parasite 

infestation in Bird World and wild egret at Taipei Zoo in order to find dominant parasites and its 

relationship with husbandry and feeding. The results could provide consultation to the husbandry 

of birds in the future. The fecal samples were collected from the birds of Bird World in the zoo 

from January to May in 2003. A total of 448 feces was collected and examined under the 

microscope by direct smear and flotation methods. The results revealed the positive rate of 

parasites in Big Bird cage and waterfowl pond was 23.5% and 13.9% respectively. In January, the 

positive rate in E cages, Crane Garden, Breeding cages, and peafowl garden was 15%, 20%, 1.9%, 

and 12.5% respectively; in April the positive rate was 15%, 20%, 7.1%, and 25% respectively. 

None of parasites were found in Parrot house, Prey cages, and Waterfowl observation area. 

Strongyloides was the parasite most commonly observed, reaching 56% of the total positive 

samples. It was followed by Coccidians (22%), Capillaria spp. (13%), Cestods (5%), and 

Ascaridids (2%). The parasitism between birds in Bird World and wild egret at Taipei Zoo was 

different. By the deworm program, no fatal cases caused by parasites infestation were observed 

during the sampling period. It appeared that the deworm strategy could depress parasitic 

infestation to the lower degree that no parasitic cases will break out. It was also found that the 

infestation of strongyloides was probably related to the habits of direct contacting soil. 
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