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Lymphoma in a Koala ( Phascolarctos cinereus )
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Abstract : An adult male koala was imported from Australia to Taipei Zoo 13 months before the
appearance of clinical signs. Keepers found it depressed, sitting on the ground. The onset of illness was
associated with reduced appetite, poor spirit, smaller fecal pellets, lower body temperature, distended
abdomen and gradually increasing body weight. Radiography result revealed an enlarged stomach.
Haematology and biochemistry results showed thrombocytopenia, hypoalbuminemia, elevated GOT
and GPT, azotemia and hyponatremia. Gastric endoscopy found multiple ulcers in the esophagus and
two fresh gastric hemorrhage lesions. Acute stomach dilation was suspected and treatment was given,
however the animal died one week later. Necropsy found subcutaneous edema, ascites and hydrothorax.
Multiple lymph nodes including bronchial and mesenteric were enlarged and had white, yellow color
on the cut surface. White and firm tissue masses presented in the spleen, adrenal glands, kidneys,
ureter, mesentery and lower abdominal vessels. Histopathology showed infiltration of round neoplastic
cells in pulmonary, bronchial and mesentery lymph nodes. The liver, adrenal glands and retroperitoneal
tissues of the dorsal abdominal cavity and diaphragm were also involved. From the characteristics of
the tumor cells, mixed type lymphoma was diagnosed.
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History and treatment

A 3 year old male koala was imported from
from Australia to Taipei Zoo in 2001. An
annual health examination was performed and
the animal was in good body condition just
one month before it got sick. The koala showed

abnormal behavior in that it sat on the ground

(Fig.1). Other clinical signs included
depression, changing appetite, smaller fecal
pellets, pale mucous membranes, lower body

temperature, abdomen distention and increased
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