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Behaviour Patterns and Spatial Uses of
Captive Eurasian Otters, Lutra lutra

Ping-Jung Lee * Chia-Ying Ko* Eric Hsien-Shao Tsao** Shiang-Fan Chen™*

Abstract

This study was focusing on two captive Eurasian otters (Lutra lutra) at the Taipei Zoo to understand
how they changed their behaviours and habitat uses under different exhibiting conditions. The results
showed that (1) when exhibiting in the same outdoor enclosure, otters showed similar behaviours and habitat
uses (2) when exhibiting in different outdoor enclosures, otters showed different behaviors due to different
enclosure designs and husbandry approaches (3) both otters were more active and used more areas of each
enclosure while two otters were mixed for exhibition. The results provide not only basic information about
behaviour patterns and habitat uses of captive otters, but also are valuable to think for the future enclosure

designs and husbandry management programs.
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