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The Potential of Taipei Zoo to Implement Animal
Welfare Education

Hsin-Yi Chan* and Shiun-Mei Wang*

Abstract : Animal protection groups always argue the justification of zoos in regard of animal welfare. A zoo in which the situation
of animal welfare is bad could possibly pass on the wrong information that treating animals in cruel ways is acceptable. However,
can a zoo pass on the messages of respecting, concerning and protecting animals through animal welfare education if the situation of
animal welfare in the zoo is good or the zoo has tried very hard to improve it's animal welfare? The study used the methods of
interviews, observation, and document analysis, trying to understand the attitude of the staff of Taipei Zoo on animal welfare, the
voice from animal protection group and scholar toward Taipei Zoo, the practice of animal welfare and its education at Taipei Zoo.
The results of the study are: 1.The attitude of the zoo director on animal welfare, the pressure of animal protection organization, and
the trends of world zoos pursuing animal welfare are the three motives for a zoo to improve itself on animal welfare. 2.There're alot
of stories to tell as the content of animal welfare education when Taipei Zoo keeps improving the states of animal welfare in many
ways. 3.The education and training for the employees in Taipel Zoo are extremely important, so that the zoo should make the
strategic plan for them. 4.The content of animal welfare should be added to all kinds of the ways of education in Taipei Zoo, such as
website, interpretation board, and teaching schemes.

Key words: education in zoos, animal welfare education

* Graduate Institute of Environmental Education National Taiwan Normal University
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