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Erhu and violin double concerto
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Deh-Ho Lai's "In Search of Lost Time"
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She sits alone under the lamp, with the cool breeze in her face. Sixteen or seventeen, and still unwed, she waits
for a young man. Just as she had hoped, he is handsome and of fair complexion, what family is he from? She
longs to ask but is too shy and her heart beats so fast. She wants the gentleman to be her husband, loves him
in her heart, waiting until he come to pluck the flower of her youth, about to bloom. She hears outside that
someone has come, opens the door to see. The moon laughs at us for being so foolish, to be fooled by the

wind.
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Composed by Yu-Hsien Deng, Lyrics by Lin-Chiu Lee, "Awaiting the Spring Breeze"

he most unforgettable voices are
Talvvays the inspiration for composers.
The late Taiwanese Hakka musician
Teng Yu-hsien is noted for composing
many well-known Taiwanese ballads
including "Red Four Seasons," "Moon Night
Melancholy",’Awaiting the Spring Breeze"
and "Flowers in the Rainy Night". His
musical composition is not only a portrayal
of the life of Taiwanese people during
the Japanese colonial period, but also a
loyal documentation of how the locals
felt and endured in the old days. The great
music by Teng also influenced many other
composers and musical groups. At the
invitation of Taipei Chinese Orchestra, the
recipient of National Literary Award Deh-
Ho Lai has written a new piece inspired by
Teng's music. Lai gave a beautiful name to
his latest outing—"/n Search of Lost Time",
an erhu and violin double concerto.

TCO to perform with
Evergreen Symphony
Orchestra

Deh-Ho Lai composed the pipa
concerto "The War of Chu and Han" under
the invitation of the TCO 10 years ago. The
composition had successfully brought
more than 100 musicians from the Vienna
Strauss Festival Orchestra and the TCO
in a single performance. 10 years from
now, Lai, taking TCO's invitation again, will
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Lai is known for writing a variety of
diverse music styles. He's dedicated to
composing children's music, chamber
music, solo vocal, percussion, orchestral
music and creating music for dance
performances. Among the acclaimed
music for dances are "The White Serpent”

nd ‘Dream of the Red Chamber". He was
d the Wu San-lien Award in 1984
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Chinese music and breathing new life
into traditional Chinese operatic music.
He is generally considered one of the
heavyweight composers of Taiwan.

In the new outing, "In Search of Lost
Time", Lai will again make good use of
Chinese and Classical instruments and
bring out the best in each musician. He's
expected to divide all instruments into
seven vocal parts and merge percussion
instruments in the composition. The
double concerto is a highly anticipated
one—especially with the participation of
a Chinese music orchestra and a classical
orchestra.

Memory and Happiness

Musicians write music to reflect how
they feel, and Lai is no exception. Trained
in traditional Chinese music, he often finds
inspiration from the aesthetics of Chinese
arts and also from daily life. The influences
are reflected in his creation. The new work,
"In Search of Lost Time", is derived from the
book of the same title, written by the great
French writer Marcel Proust. Lai has spent
some time immersed in the book, and felt
enchanted by the upper-class life of French
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elites in the late 19th century and early
20th century. "Proust holds the view that
what is happening is often placed within
the memory or in the inner contemplation
of what is described," "Sometimes memory
of life is more real than life itself" Lai said.
Proust' words have cast a spell on the
composer and have made him devoted to
his new composition whole-heartedly. "You
will certainly find the influences behind the
melodies," he added.

A digital music database

In Lai's view, the TCO has presented a
great many good concerts. It will be even
better if the orchestra managers try set
up a digital music database in the near
future. "It's very inspiring for us to see TCO
keep pushing Chinese music to a new
level. If possible, all the concerts should
be recorded and kept on a digital music
database, so that fans and new talents can
benefit from the performances,' he advised.
Lai said he has always been missing the
concert of "The War of Chu and Han" that
the orchestra debuted 10 years ago. "lt's a
real pity that only 1,000 or 2,000 people get
to enjoy a great concert. We really need to

preserve good music," he urged
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