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The Management of a Humer us Spiral-complex Fractured
M oluccan Scops-owl (Otus elegans botelensis) by Three
Fixation M ethods Combination and Reintroduced
Successfully

Wang, PJ.*, S.C. Chin*, C.Y. Lien* and L.S. Yeh**

Abstract : The Mocuccan Scops-Owl (Otus elegans botelensis) is an endemic subspecies of Taiwan and can only be found on the
island of Lanyu. Because of the continuous habitat destruction and widely use of insecticide, the population has been reducing
greatly. According to the 1995 investigation, the wild population was estimated to be less than 1000 birds. In April 2003, the Taipei
Zoo Wildlife Rescue Center received one female Moluccan Scops-Owl which weighted 100gm only. The owl had a spiral complex
fracture on its left humerus and the wound was in poor condition due to the 10 days transit delay. In order to keep the bird aive,
wing amputation was suggested by other veterinarians. Considering the rarity of the bird, we tried to combine IM-pin, Cerclage
wiring and figure-8 external fixation on the fracture fixation of the bird. After seven days of Cephalosporins oral 100mg/kg divided
BID and force feeding, the IM-pin was removed. On the 10th day, the bird was moved to Academia SINICA for rehabilitation
training; on the 14th day, it could fly to higher perch. 20 days later, the bird was able to catch dragonflies in the sky by itself. After
confirming the viability of open-air recovery, the bird was sent to the discovery site on Lanyu Island and was released later on. It
was the first reported case of wing spiral complex fracture treated by three fixation methods combination on Moluccan Scops-Owl;
and the bird was released back to the wild successfully.
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