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Survey Summary of Children’s Living Conditions

in Taipei City in 2017

A. Scope of the Research
12 administrative districts in Taipei City

B. Research Purpose

The purpose of this research is to understand the following topics about children under six
years old in Taipei City: physical and mental development, family condition, living condition,

childcare/child-raising/education issues, current condition and need for playing and recreation.
C. Research Subjects

The research sample is distributed based on population proportion in each administrative
district. For children under 3 years old, random selection is done from the list of recipients for
childcare subsidy for pregnant women (“Wish You a Good Pregnancy” project) and childcare
subsidy for families with unemployed parents. For children above 3 and under 6, random
selection is conducted in preschools in each administrative district. Analytical study includes 763
surveys for children above 0 and under 3 and 774 surveys for children above 3 and under 6, adding

to a total of 1,537 surveys.
D. Research Method

Research tools are divided into two surveys, including “Living Condition Survey of Children
in Taipei City in 2017 (questionnaire for major caregivers of children under 3 years old)” and
“Living Condition Survey of Children in Taipei City in 2017 (questionnaire for major caregivers of
children above 3 and under 6)”. Data collection is done mainly by filing out questionnaires;
however, for the convenience of the interviewees, multiple methods were used simultaneously to
collect data, including mail-in surveys, online questionnaires, telephone interviews, and having the

interviewees fill out the questionnaire.

E. Research Findings

Vil



The major result is as follows:
I.  Children and their family conditions

1. The age range of the children’s parents is mostly between 30 and 50 years old while most
parents have completed college level education. While 94.7% of the fathers work either
full-time or part-time, 71.4% of the mothers do so.

2. Among the parents of the children, 96.2% are in marital relationship and most families have
two children, reflecting small family (58.6%) as the predominant family structure.

3. Family income mostly lands between $70,000 and $100,000, followed by $50,000 and
$70,000. While 45.6% of the families are financially balanced, 33.0% shows greater
income than expense, and 21.4% shows greater expense than income.

4. As the number of children increases, the percentage of families who feel they do not have
sufficient income increases as well.

Il. Material well-being of the children

1. 40.3% of the families of children spend less than $10,000 in monthly childcare expense.
The median monthly childcare expense is $12,775 and 61.5% of the families spend less
than 20% of their monthly family income to take care one child.

2. Major expense items for childcare include food, insurance, clothing, education, and talent
courses. The amount of childcare expense increases as the age of the child increases.

3. More than 70% of the caregivers consider the material life of the child/children as very
sufficient, or sufficient. Only 5.1% of the caregivers describe material life as insufficient.

4. The older the child/children, the higher the family income, and the higher the childcare
expense, the more material items a family offers to the child/children.

I11. Health and safety of the children

1. 60.7% of the children have received developmental screening and 32.7% of the major

caregivers are aware that they can use preschool children developmental checklist for simple

screenings.
viii



2. Most of the children do not have developmental issues (72.2%). For those who have, the
highest percentage is about overweight or underweight problems (10.0%), followed by
height problems, being too tall or too short (8.7%). Frequency of visiting doctors in the
past year is 3 to 5 times for most children (37.3%). Most of the major caregivers feel very
satisfied (43.8%) or moderately satisfied (49.6%) with the children’s health conditions.

3. For safety measures at home, the most common method is removing items that would fall
easily (91.0%), followed by covering sharp items such as table corners (81.8%).

IV. Childcare and parenting of the children

1. The major form of childcare arrangement during day time is childcare centers/kindergartens
(49.9%) while parents are the major caregivers at night (88.4%) and during holidays
(93.1%). 66% of the major caregivers consider the childcare arrangement as ideal.

2. 62.8% of the children’s parents have never taken parental leave; for the parents who did,
most of the length is within (including) six months (20.5%).

3. The following major caregivers show a lower satisfaction level about the childcare
arrangement: caregivers of children above 1 but under 2 years old and above 3 but under 4
years old, caregivers who feel they have greater expense than income, caregivers whose
childcare expense is higher than $25,001, and caregivers who are unsatisfied with the
children’s health condition.

4. 26.8% of major caregivers think that the current childcare condition does not require
improvement; for conditions that require improvement, most caregivers hope to have more
time to be with their child/children.

5. Parenting attitude of the major caregivers is mostly positive and tolerant. Positive attitudes
are seen more often in big families, families with only one child, and with major caregivers
who take care of children above 0 but under 3 and who are satisfied with the child/children’s
health condition. In terms of parenting attitude for children over 3 but under 6, major

caregivers who take care of boys, whose family income is over $30,000, and who are more
iX



satisfied with the child/children’s health condition demonstrate a more tolerant parenting
attitude.

6. Major caregivers who take care of boys, whose family has 2 children, and who take care of
children above 0 but under 3 and who are moderately satisfied with the child/children’s
health condition are stricter with behavior management. Stricker behavior management is
also seen in families with 2 children, with children with moderate health condition, and with
children over 3 but under 6 who have developmental issues.

7. Some of the childcare issues often experienced by major caregivers include lack of personal
time and life and worries about child safety. A commonly seen parenting issue is
inconsistent of parenting opinions with family members. The older the child/children
is/are, the higher the percentage of people experiencing the issue.

8. Major caregivers who feel more satisfied with the child/children’s health condition and
whose child/children do not have developmental issues experience less pressure in childcare
and education.

9. To resolve a problem, major caregivers of the children rely mostly on internet search for
useful information (75.2%), followed by relying on personal thoughts or experience
(59.4%).

10. There is no significant difference between the satisfaction level of newly formed families
and families with more than 2 children in terms of caregiving arrangement. Newly formed
families are more positive in their parenting attitudes, meaning they are more tolerant
toward the children and are more confident in their parenting ability. Furthermore, they are
more tolerant toward behavior management and tend less to use physical punishment to
discipline their children. They do not show significant differences in the areas of
caregiving pressure and parenting pressure while compared to other families.

V. Recreation, learning, and living

1. Recreational activities for children mainly include toy playing and role playing with major
X
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VII.

caregivers. Major caregivers of children above 0 but under 3 talk to the child/children
while major caregivers of children above 3 but under 6 spend time on outdoor activities.
Major outdoor recreational locations for children include nearby parks and department
stores/shopping centers. Children above 3 but under 6 also visit their relatives’ and friends’
houses.

For children above 0 but under 3, 36.0% of the parents interact with their child/children for
an average of more than 4 hours each day. On the other hand, 83.3% of the parents who
have children above 3 but under 6 interact with their child/children for less than 4 hours a

day. The more number of children in the family, the less parent-child interaction time.

. 27.8% of the children above 3 but under 6 never joined any talent class. The most

common talent classes include painting, pottery, and calligraphy (36.7%), followed by music

and dance (33.6%).

. 80.3% of the children above 3 but under 6 eat breakfast daily and most of the children sleep

between 9pm and 10pm at night while 34.5% sleep after 10pm.

. The first experience with electornic products happens between 2 and 3 years old for most

children (38.7%) and the frequency is the highest during outings (23.7%) while the
duration of each use is mostly less than half an hour(47.0%). Usage time control is mostly

done by parents.

Family and peer relationship of the children

1. Most of the children above 3 and under 6 have good family relationship. Families with

more than $150,000 monthly income, small families, and families with children in good
health condition without developmental issues demonstrate better family relationship.

Most of the children above 3 and under 6 have good peer relationship. Older children and
children with good health condition without developmental issues have better peer
relationship.

Satisfaction level of Taipei City’s friendliness toward parenting and welfare measures
Xi



1. Major caregivers consider Taipei City’s friendliness toward parenting is mid to high level
but 9.9% of the major caregivers are not satisfied with the parenting friendliness level.

2. Major caregivers who take care of children above 4 and under 6, whose monthly childcare
expense is less than $15,000, and whose child/children do not have developmental issues
show higher rating for parenting friendliness.

3. 90.6% of the major caregivers of children above 0 and under 3 consider financial aid
measures as helpful; 71.3% consider workplace supportive measures as helpful; and 54.1%
consider childcare service measures as beneficial.

4. Major caregivers of children without developmental issues show a higher rate of considering
financial aid measures as helpful. Major caregivers of girls and of families with monthly
income between $50,000 and $150,000 have a higher rate of viewing workplace supportive
measures as beneficial. On the other hand, major caregivers who have a higher childcare
expense consider childcare service measures as helpful.

5. Major caregivers who see financial aid measures and workplace supportive measures as

helpful show higher rating for parenting friendliness.

Base on the research result, the research team provides suggestion to the Taipei City

government and for future studies.

Key words: children, living conditions, well-being
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