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I. Vision 
Make Taipei a livable and sustainable city. 

 
II. Mission 
Protect the environment and the public health. 

 
III. Strategies 
1. Carbon Reduction and Sustainable Development:  

To achieve medium- to long- term carbon reduction goals, Taipei City 
Government implements “Taipei Greenhouse Gas Control Action Plan” to 
encourage sustainable energy development and motivate both businesses and 
citizens to go green in response to energy conservation and carbon reduction. The 
government also proposes “Taipei Livable and Sustainable City Environmental 
Management Ordinance” to improve the city’s resilience against the extreme 
weather and natural disasters. In agreement with “Taipei City Government 
Administrations and Schools Energy Saving Action Plan”, the government urges 
the administrations and schools to adopt energy-efficient measures. For private 
sector, citizens can get subsidies from the government for their purchases of 
electric scooters/bicycles, promoting clean and energy-efficient vehicles and green 
transportations. Furthermore, Taipei City Government strengthens sharing and 
exchanging of environmental policies, technology cooperation and experience 
with international environmental organizations and model cities, fulfilling the goal 
of making Taipei a low-carbon and sustainable city. 

2. Clean Air Brings Healthiness and Happiness:  
Taipei City Government executes “Taipei Clean Air Action Plan” with cross-field 
cooperation and complete surveillances. It designs individual strategies based on 
the characteristics and current status of mobile pollution source, stationary 
pollution source and diffusing pollution source in Taipei. The action plan covers 
three main directions and ten execution plans; the details include (1) setting up 
low-carbon emission zone, (2) replacing old diesel cars, (3) promoting electric bus, 
(4) replacing and banning 2-storke motorcycles, (5) reducing the content of sulfur 
in aviation fuel,  (6) suggesting EPA to update the laws, (7) managing the 
emission standards of sulfur oxide from boilers, (8) adding food industry pollution 
regulations into “Taipei Livable and Sustainable City Environmental Management 
Ordinance”, (9) introducing small street sweeping car and (10) enlarging the 



cleaning area in city districts and streets. The goals for 2018 are that the average 
of PM2.5 (Particulate Matter) for the whole year would have to be below 17.4 
mg/m2, and that the days having AQI (Air Quality Index) below 50 would have to 
be more than a half year. To provide a healthy and safe environment to the citizens, 
the government also regulates the indoor air quality in public buildings with 
various promotions and inspections. 

3. Incineration Reduction and Upgrades:  
The waste in Taipei is classified into two categories by Taipei City Government, 
general household waste and general business waste. They would have to be 
handled with different ways and be incinerated separately. The Department of 
Environmental Protection, Taipei City Government continues promoting “Per-Bag 
Trash Collection Fee” and “Household Kitchen Waste Recycling”, which are 
waste reduction measures. And for waste reuse measures, unwanted furniture, 
bottom ash from incinerators, kitchen waste, ditch mud, and so on are programed 
to be reused in specific ways. The government attempts to make the incinerators 
“good neighbors” to the local citizens by being friendly to the local, improving the 
pollution control, giving feedback to the public and ensuring the management of 
feedback facilities. The government also reinforces the inspections of the waste 
source and the classification procedure of the business waste that is scheduled for 
incineration; it prevents hazardous business waste, nonflammable waste, waste 
which are not suitable for burning and the waste that is not approved by the 
incineration plant from stowing away. In addition, through a complete inspection 
of the situation of classifying waste, the government improves waste classification, 
waste recycling and waste reduction. For incinerators in Neihu, Muzha and Beitou, 
the government upgrades their functions and takes part in pollution reduction to 
make sure proper waste processing, which helps enhance the efficiency of 
processing air pollutant, maintain the quality of environment and ensure the 
public’s healthiness. 

4. Electricity Generation from Kitchen Waste:  
Taipei City Government attempts to strengthen the educational promotion that 
kitchen waste and organic waste from markets should be classified and recycled 
properly, and enhance the percentage of turning kitchen waste and market organic 
waste into forage. Additionally, the government continues enhancing the 
capability of all incinerators in Taipei to convert both kitchen waste and market 
organic waste into soil conditioners and liquid fertilizers. However, if the amount 
of kitchen waste and organic waste is way above the amount that all the 
incinerators can handle with, the government would commission the qualified 
businesses to help process the rest of it. The government also investigates the 



environmental impact of building a biomass power plant and considers the 
feasibility of it. After the evaluation, the first and largest biomass power plant in 
Taiwan would be built to not only convert waste into energy but also resolve the 
issue of kitchen waste from Taipei City. On the other hand, to ensure food safety, 
the government strengthens the policy promotion and have an onsite inspection on 
how foodservice businesses’ organic waste produce and where they goes. 
Moreover, to prevent illegal conductions and to ensure the food safety in Taipei, 
all the businesses are requested to classify waste based on their characteristics, 
report the tracking of waste through internet and store the relevant information. 
Meanwhile, the government would reinforce the regulating of the disposal 
procedure for kitchen waste and wasted cooking oil to prevent contaminating 
environment and endangering food safety.  

5. Cleaning Tamsui River:  
Taipei City Government strengthens the management of Tamsui River. In addition 
to the sewage system construction done by Sewerage Systems Office, Public 
Works Department of Taipei City Government, Department of Environmental 
Protection of Taipei City Government urges the businesses to follow the Water 
Pollution Control Act and inspects the sewage systems of industries and 
communities. In the artificial wetlands in Guandu Nature Park, a method called 
natural purification is applied to process the polluted water, which helps the 
maintenance of the park and continuously improves the water quality of the river 
and the quality of aqua environment. To motivate citizens to get closer to nature 
and protect the river environment together, the government holds diversified 
activities to actively promote the participation in river and water resource 
protection. And, to ensure that citizens have safe drinking water to drink, the 
government reinforces the management of drinking water by inspecting water 
qualities of water pipeline systems and water drinking fountains located in schools, 
stations and other places in Taipei.  

6. Public Nuisance Prevention:  
Taipei City Government attempts to reduce public nuisance noise from the 
frequently reported pollution sources and implements the “Strengthen Inspection 
Plan for Habitual Offenders”, which keeps track of the cases that are reported 
many times. To keep nuisances away from residents, the government makes 
pollution sources improved and disciplined through educational promotions and 
supervisions. It also reinforces the inspections against night-time constructions 
and any other nuisances. For places where crowd clamors are easily happened and 
places that are frequently complained by citizens, the relevant staffs will be 
stationed there, or intensive inspections will be scheduled in order to reduce the 



numbers of petition case from nuisances. In addition, for noise pollutions caused 
by custom car, “High Noise Vehicle Detection System” will be installed to do 
on-site checkup; it takes scientific measurement as a basis, which can make 
accusations more persuasive, potentially reduce high noise cars and hold back the 
trend of car customizations. In accordance with noise control zone designation 
rule, Taipei City Government categorizes the enforcement zones into four types: 
For type 1 and 4, two inspection spots will be installed individually; for type 2 and 
3, four inspection spots will be installed individually. The Department of 
Environmental Protection, Taipei City Government monitors traffic noise in every 
control zone and environmental noise in general area routinely to keep 
environmental noise from residential areas. 

7. Recycling and Resource Recovery:  
Taipei City Government does research on recycling techniques for different types 
of waste and increases recycling efficiency through visualization and picturization. 
To promote a complete waste classification and source reduction to citizens, the 
government prohibits disposal tableware and melamine tableware from all schools 
and administrations that are under Taipei City Government’s administration. In 
addition, dual-use bag policy is implemented to reduce the use of plastic bags. The 
government attempts to increase the profit from waste recycling done by cleaning 
squads. It also supervises recycling businesses to maintain the environment of 
waste storage site and request them to report recycling item lists and amount of 
the items. And, we continues the wasted furniture classification and recycling. In 
addition to being sold to citizens, the repaired furniture would be sent to the 
disadvantaged through the collaboration with the Department of Social Welfare 
and the Council of Indigenous Peoples. The government also cooperates with New 
Taipei City Government on repairing their recycled furniture. After repaired, 80% 
of them would be delivered back to New Taipei City for uses, and the rest of them 
would be kept in Taipei. For unwanted books, the government not only increases 
the number of book donation sites of Yen Hui Library but also shifts the 
information of Yen Hui Library onto Cloud, enabling citizens to search, borrow 
and donate books online. Taipei City Government hopes to turn Taipei into a 
circular city. 

8. Public Toilets Cleaning and Service Upgrading:  
The Department of Environmental Protection, Taipei City Government conducts 
inspections frequently on those public toilets at riverside, markets, stations and 
parks which are reported by citizens very often; after the inspections, the 
department keeps tracking and reviewing the condition of them. If they’re still 
dirty, a cleanliness service would be requested again in order to maintain a high 



quality and comfortable environment for users. In addition, the department 
promotes the public toilet evaluations and “Flush Used Toilet Papers” policy; 
those best ones which are chosen by the evaluation mechanism are awarded to 
promote enhancements in quality of the public toilets in Taipei City. The “Taipei 
Toilet Plus” program is also implemented to provide toilet seat covers and toilet 
seat sanitizer in the toilets that are under regulations. From 2017, the department 
has adjusted the toilet evaluation mechanism; for those toilet that are scored above 
95 points and that provide toilet seat covers and toilet seat sanitizer, they are 
awarded premium level accreditations. It also sets up a “Taipei Toilet Plus” 
section in the website of the Department of Environment Protection, which 
provides the introduction of “Taipei Toilet Plus” policy and the graphic 
descriptions and image files of the way to use toilet seat covers and toilet seat 
sanitizer for toilet managers to download. For toilets that already have “Taipei 
Toilet Plus” accessories, the information of them is updated every month for 
public toilets’ managers and citizens to search and review; the department also 
tracks the installation of “Taipei Toilet Plus” accessories and statistics of the 
numbers of them for being as a reference. 

9. City Clean up:  
In order to ensure air quality and create a convenient, friendly and safe waste 
collection environment, Taipei City Government purchases a new type of street 
sweeper to improve the waste collection and make the way citizens do recycling 
easier. The government strengthens street cleaning and road side maintenance, the 
examinations and towing of unlicensed vehicles, and the examinations and 
removals of illegal advertisement to provide a clean and comfortable living 
environment for citizens. In addition, the government reinforces the dredging of 
drainages and box culverts and monitors the dredging situation through a drainage 
management information system. And with the support of “Potential Flood-Prone 
Zones Simulation for Administration Districts”, the government can effectively 
anticipate the flood-prone/puddle-prone area and then reinforce the unclogging 
and cleaning work of those areas in advance. On the other hand, to prevent the 
spread of mosquito-borne disease, the government strengthens mosquito control 
through environmental management and adulticide spraying.  

10. Environmental Impact Evaluation and Environmental Supervision:  
According to the Environmental Impact Evaluation Act, Taipei City Government 
conducts environmental impact evaluations and inspections on the large-scale 
constructions and developments in Taipei; it also requests those construction 
projects to be schemed and implemented in accordance with the act. “Taipei City 
Livable and Sustainable City – Environmental Impact Evaluation Rule” states that 



every large-scale construction and development has to be qualified as sliver level 
green building or better. To be qualified, those green building are required to have 
the facilities and the characteristics as following: (1) utilizing alternative energy, 
(2) energy efficient and carbon reduction, (3) building greenery, (4) soil water 
retention, (5) rainwater harvesting and (6) green transportations. These are to 
prevent and decrease the damage or the deleterious effects caused by constructions 
and developments from the environment in our city, which help Taipei City 
achieve the goal of environmental protection and sustainable development. 

 


