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Explanatory Notes

1. Publishing purpose: Key Taipei City Government statistical data has been selected, analyzed and

published, in Taipei City Profile, for easy reference.

2. Since Taipei City was upgraded to a municipality, on July 1, 1967, and since its boundary

expanded in 1968, statistical summaries were published irregularly. To meet growing

demands, basic statistical data, on general conditions in Taipei City, are now compiled annually

in order to help readers understand the accomplishments achieved since the municipal administra-

tion was reformed.

3. The publication is divided into 42 sections. Each section contains statistical tables as well as

brief explanation, analysis, statistical charts and related photographs.

4. The publication states measured units in metric terms, and total figures are sometimes rounded-off.

5. Some statistics, in this publication, are listed by administrative City district. The original City

refers to the administrative districts before municipal administrative reform, while the present

City statistics include the districts of Neihu, Nangang, Wenshan, Shilin and Beitou, which were

added after municipal administrative reform. The entire City represents 12 administrative dis-

tricts.

6. The following symbols are used throughout the publication:

" - " means no figures.

" -- " means figures provided are meaningless.

"..." means figures not yet available.

" 0 " means figure is below half a unit.

7. All photographs used throughout the publication are provided by the Taipei City Council, the

Taipei City Government Department of Information and other City Government Departments.
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1. The History of Taipei City
Taipei City and its suburban districts are situated on a typical basin of the fourth series new

stratum, according to geological assertions. In ancient times, the area was a large lake and land was

later formed after several million years of alluvial deposits.

The birth of Taipei Basin remains an unsolved mystery. Nevertheless, it is known that the

Chinese began massive immigration to Taiwan during the Ming Dynasty.

In 1661, Zheng Cheng-gong expelled the Dutch and recovered Taiwan. He sent Huang An,

his brave bodyguard and the head of the naval and army combined force, to guard Danshui. When

Zheng Ke-shuang, Zheng Cheng-gong's son, took charge of Taiwan, he instituted the system of sta-

tioning the army in farming areas. He sent forces to Three Forts at Zhilan, along the Danshui River,

to cultivate land. A stone tablet, from that time, provides proof of this.

In 1683, forces from the mainland were sent to Taiwan and the number of immigrants, from

the coastal region of Fuchien, increased accordingly. In the fall of 1709, Chen Lai-zhang, a joint-

stock body corporate, was officially granted a settlement permit by the Zhuluo County of Taiwan

Fu. Following in his steps, residents in the two counties of Zhang and Quan crossed the strait with

their families to settle in the area from Xinzhuang to Bangka (or Wanhua, as it is known today).

They built towns and cities, turning the area into a Shangri-La.

In 1737, the settlement expanded to Quanshan (or Wenshan, today), Xikou (or Songshan,

today), Upper Beitou, Lower Beitou, Tatayou, Xiaogangzai and Dalangliu. As a river port, Bangka

became a cargo center in the Taipei Basin and gradually developed into a prosperous town.

After 1853, Bangka's prosperity continued.  Large ships continually plied the waterways and

there was always bustling activity on land. Therefore, there was a saying at the time, "First Tainan

Fu (the capital then), Second Lugang, and Third Bangka." Subsequently, some of the immigrants

from Zhang County moved from Bangka to Dadaocheng and engaged in construction and business

activities. Before long, Dadaocheng grew to an extent that it replaced Bangka as the only interna-

tional port in Taipei.

In 1875, the Qing Dynasty Emperor set up Taipei Fu (literally, province) at Dajiana Port (or

Zhongzheng District, today). In 1884, the surrounding city walls were completed. In 1885, three

streets, Shifang (or Hengyang Road, today); Ximen (or the lower end of Hengyang Road, today);

and Xinqi (or Boai Road, today), were built. Since then, the inner city, Dadaocheng, and Bangka

were linked together to form a greater city.

After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894, the Japanese occupied Taiwan and abolished Taipei

Fu for Taipei Xian (or County), and later changed the name to Taipei Zhou. The total area com-

prised 18.65 square kilometers, which included the three districts: Bangka, Dadaocheng and

Dajiana Port, known as Taipei Department. The population in the entire jurisdiction was divided

into 155 settlements.
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In May 1897, the Taipei Planning Commission was created to develop Taipei city. However,

Taipei was not officially established as a county municipality until October 1920, at which time

subsequent urban planning was implemented. In 1932, the range of the city was expanded by 66.98

square kilometers and the population increased from 150,000, as was originally planned, to

600,000.

Upon the Restoration of Taiwan, in August 1945, the provincial system was restored and it

was promulgated that Taipei officially became a provincial municipality. In October, the central

government took over the city and divided the city into ten administrative districts based on the

existing boundaries.

In December 1966, given that Taipei had become the political, military, cultural, economic,

and financial center of Taiwan, the central government decided that Taipei should be upgraded to a

special municipality and the upgrade should take effect on July 1, 1967. To meet the need for urban

construction and development, six towns - Neihu, Nangang, Muzha, Jingmei, Shilin, and Beitou -

were included in the city's boundary, on July 1, 1968, which increased the area of the city by 272

square kilometers and the population by 1.56 million. Given the heterogeneous geographic fea-

tures, the different levels of development and establishment, and the disparity in land area and pop-

ulation sizes, the old administrative district system could not perform the functions it purported to

undertake. As such, as of March 12, 1990, the entire city was demarcated into 12 administrative

districts, including Songshan, Xinyi, Daan, Zhongshan, Zhongzheng, Datong, Wanhua, Wenshan,

Nangang, Neihu, Shilin and Beitou. By the end of 2005, the population of the entire city increased

to 2,616,375.

In order to turn Taipei City into a world-class capital and a bright, energetic, and healthy

city that is most suitable for living, "Healthy Taipei" has been the objective of our municipal focus

over the past years. In terms of a safe city, we focus on public security and the safety of transporta-

tion and labor force. In terms of an ecological city, we enforce the policy of "per bag garbage col-

lection fee", enhance the quality of tap water, and increase the sewer pipe-connection rate. In terms

of a prosperous city, we establish Taipei Technology Corridor (TTC) and actively promote new

business opportunities.  In terms of a friendly city, we promote harmony among ethnic groups,

value human rights, and hold foreign worker poetry exhibitions. In terms of a joyful city, we con-

duct different welfare measures and protect minority groups. In terms of a cultural city, we focus on

protecting cultural heritage and cultural innovation, and promote traditional cultural and artistic

activities. In terms of a convenient city, our MRT network has already taken shape, and we contin-

ue to open dedicated lanes for buses and bicycles and establish wireless broadband Internet. In

terms of a healthy city, we establish community health care networks to achieve a Taipei City that

is healthy and full of life. In terms of a vigorous city, we hold different kinds of physical activities

and establish heated swimming pool facilities and community health centers. In terms of a sus-

tained city, we construct green-space parks and hiking routes. In the future, Taipei City

Government will continue making the citizens healthier in order to build Taipei as a sustainable

healthy City.
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2. Area
In August 1992, owing to the adjustment of demarcation line between Taiwan Province and

Taipei City in Neigou and Dakeng River, the area of Taipei City increased 2.56 hectares of that in

1991. At present, Taipei City occupies 27,179.97 hectares (equivalent to 271.7997 square kilome-

ters) accounting for 0.75% of the entire Taiwan area.

Before the reorganization, the City covered an area of 6,698 hectares, equivalent to a quarter

of the present City area. In July 1968, the scope of the City was expanded to include six nearby

towns and townships: Neihu, Nangang, Muzha, Jingmei, Shilin and Beitou, covering the area of

20,516 hectares; therefore, the total area was expanded to 27,214 hectares. After consecutive minor

adjustments in 1983, 1986 and 1992, the City demarcation line now covers 27,179.97 hectares.

Until the end of 2005, the registered land covered an area of 25,970 hectares, occupying

95.5% of the entire City. Of the registered land, 13,423 hectares or 51.7 % were public land

(including 1,012 hectares of land jointly owned by the government and the private sector); 12,548

hectares or 48.3% were private land.
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3. Weather
Climate changes within a certain range and fluctuates in concert with laws of nature.

Weather favorability, temperature and rainfall that may lead to floods or draughts in unsatisfactory
conditions are closely related to our daily lives. As Taipei City is located in the subtropical region,
the weather tends to be cold and damp in winter as a result of cold fronts from the Asia Continent
and the northeast monsoon. There is spring rain from March to April and plum rain from May to
June. In this period, it tends to be drizzling type of weather. As the atmospheric circulation in East
Asia turns to the summer type, thunderstorms and typhoons follow under the effect of air masses
from the ocean and the southwest monsoon. 

According to the meteorological statistics for last 109 years, the annual average temperature
was 22.0 ℃, annual average rainfall was about 2,167.1 mm., and annual average of rainy days was
181. In 2005, The annual average temperature was 23.3 ℃, annual average rainfall was about
3,027.8 mm., and annual average of rainy days was 172. The statistics for 2005 showed that it was
hotter during June to September than others of the year with precipitation 1,504.7 mm. (50% of the
annual total), the average temperature 29.0 ℃ and sunshine duration 628.6 hours (49% of the annu-
al total).

Since Taiwan is located in the monsoon climate region, Taipei City is also affected by mon-
soons. The monsoon mostly comes stronger from the east in winter and weaker from the south in
summer as a result of the terrains. The fact that typhoons frequent Taiwan from July to October has
a great impact on the City. Heavy rainfall resulted from the abundance of moisture carried by
typhoons leads to drastic increase in precipitation, which can easily bring floods to areas at lower
level. Hence, rigorous prevention measures are required in the typhoon season in order to minimize
damages inflicted by natural disasters.
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4. Taipei City Council
Taipei City Government was founded when Taiwan was restored in 1945, and the Taipei

Senate was founded in the following year. Local self-governance was enforced in 1950, and
mayors were being elected by the citizens and provincial municipal council were also estab-
lished. After six re-elections, Taipei City was restructured into a municipality directly under the
jurisdiction of the Central Government in 1967, and mayors were directly appointed by the pre-
mier. In July 1994, the Municipal Self-governance Act was put to practice, and the seventh coun-
cilor and mayor election was held on December 3rd of the same year, thus marking a new page in
the history of democracy. The eighth councilors and mayor election was held on December 5th,
1998, and Local Government Act was announced and put into effect on January 25th, 1999, mak-
ing Taipei City Council the highest local legislative body. The ninth councilor and mayor election
was held on December 7th, 2002, in which 52 city councilors were elected. Because that some of
them were transferred to legislators, there were 49 city councilors at the end of 2005.

Taipei City Council's duties and powers are to examine and resolve municipal laws, to delib-
erate the annual budget and audit disbursement reports of the City Government, to approve levy
of special taxes, provisional taxes, and surtaxes in Taipei, to deliberate disposals of the municipal
assets, to deliberate the special municipality's organizational autonomy statutes and bylaws and
those of its subordinate agencies, to approve proposals made by the City Government and coun-
cilors, to deal with the citizens' petitions, to carry out other functions according to the law. The
staff of the secretariat of Taipei City Council includes: 1 secretary general who follows the
orders of the speaker, coordinates council affairs, and commands his/her subordinates; 1 deputy
secretary general who assists the secretary general; other offices include administrative units
such as secretarial office, procedure section, general affairs section, documents section, public
relations office, legal affairs office, information office, personnel office, and accounting office, and
permanent and special committee offices such as civil affairs, finance and construction, edu-
cation, transportation, police and sanitation, public works, legislation, procedure, and discipline.
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5. Taipei City Government
The purpose of reorganizing Taipei City is to construct it as a modernized city. Therefore,

the administrative organization and staffing of the City Government has been aligned to this pur-

pose. Since the reorganization, the City Government has been adjusted for several occasions to

meet the requirement of the City(s development. At present, according to the "Law of Special

Municipality Autonomy", the City Government, headed by a mayor and two deputy mayors,

operates with the following departments: Department of Civil Affairs; Department of Finance;

Department of Education; Department of Economic Development; Public Works Department;

Department of Urban Development; Department of Labor; Department of Transportation;

Department of Health; Department of Social Welfare; Department of Environmental Protection;

Fire Department; Department of Cultural Affairs; Taipei City Police Department; Department of

Land; Department of Compulsory Military Service; Department of Personnel; Department of

Information; Department of Budget, Accounting and Statistics; The Secretariat; Department of

Government Ethics. Further, there are six Committees for handling specific affairs, Department of

Rapid Transit Systems, Taipei Rapid Transit Co., Taipei Feitsui Reservoir Administration, Taipei

Public Service Institute, Taipei Water Department and 12 district offices. 

By the end of 2005, Taipei City Government had 414 agencies and units in total, including

the aforementioned 32 primary agencies, 12

district offices and 370 secondary agencies sub-

ordinated to primary agencies. By character of

agencies, these were divided into 169 general

administrative agencies (including medical

services), 4 business units and 241 schools at

all levels.

According to the "Law of Special

Municipality Autonomy", the City shall be

divided into districts while each district divided

into Lis and each Li divided into Lins. With the

territory expanded after the reorganization, the

City was divided into 16 districts and the num-

ber of Li and Lin was adjusted by means of the

increase of households. By the end of 1968, the

City totally had 608 Lis and 10,255 Lins. To

consolidate the organization at the bottom level

and enhance the administrative function of dis-

tricts and Lis, the City was re-divided into 12

districts since March 12, 1990. By the end of

2005, there were 449 Lis and 9,461 Lins with

approximately 21 Lins per Li and 99 house-

holds per Lin in the City.
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6. Civil Service Personnel
In order to meet the requirements for civil construction, the number of personnel in Taipei

City Government and subsidiaries has been examined and revised by means of the official func-
tions' changes, so as to control the personnel growth efficiently in recent years. The City
Government pays considerable attention to on-the-job training undertaken by the Taipei Public
Service Institute. In addition, employees with good performance records will be selected for
advanced study at colleges or universities domestically or abroad, achieving the goal of cultivating
talents for various municipal programs.  By the end of 2005, the number of civil servants was
72,388, the number of staff in the organic structure was 52,978, the number of workers in the
organic structure was 16,283, and the number of personnel out of management was 3,127. 

By character of agency, the number of staff in the organic structure with municipal schools
totaled 51.18% topping the list, administrative agencies 45.14% scored, the second and municipal
enterprises 3.68% were the least. Compared with 2004, there were 23,915 employees working for
administrative agencies, a decrease of 1,030; 1,949 for municipal enterprises, a decrease of 1; and
27,114 for municipal schools, a decrease of 634.

By educational attainment, the number of staff in the organic structure with college educa-
tion or higher added up to 47,948, occupying 90.50 % of the City Government's work force by the
end of 2005. By working years, most of the employees had worked for 10 to 14 years, about
23.93% of the total. By sex, there were 30,288 female employees, about 57.17% of the total, and
22,690 male employees, about 42.83%.
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7. Population Growth
Taipei City had initially a population of 1.6 million amounted to 350,821 households after

the reorganization in 1968. By the end of 2005, the number of households had increased to 933,110
and the population to 2.62 million. In the past 37 years, the population had increased 63% while the
number of households had increased 1.7- folds. 

The City expanded rapidly in its constructions and the urban population grew drastically
right after the reorganization. From 1968 to 1972, the annual average increase of the population
was about 76,000. From 1973 to 1979, the population grew at the rate of 30,000 to 40,000 per
annum. In 1980, the population growth slowed down at the rate of merely 24,000. From 1981 to
1987, the annual increase was between 50,000 to 60,000. From 1988 to 1990, the increase started
to decline. In 1991, the population showed a negative growth for the first time. In the following 15
years, the population growth fluctuated between negative 43,000 and positive 43,000 persons. In
2005, the population decreased 6,000 persons or so.

The factors affecting population fluctuation are divided into two aspects - natural increase
(birth, death) and social increase (immigrant, emigrant). Since the reorganization, natural increase
of the City population has remained stable. It remained over 30,000 for 1968 to 1984, between
20,000 to 30,000 for 1985 to 1997, dropped to 20,000 since 1998 and merely 6,000 in 2005. On the
other hand, social increase fluctuated significantly due to complex variable factors. Emigrants had
outnumbered immigrants ever since 1989, except 1998, when the emigrant boom was lessened and
made the number of social increase negative. By observing the increase of the total population, it
tended to be a positive growth before 1990. Since 1991, the negative growth of social increase out-
weighed that of natural increase, leading to the negative growth of the total population for all the
years except for 1994, 1998, 1999, 2000 and 2002.
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8. Population Distribution

The population of Taipei City shows a rapid increase in the new City area but a relative

stagnation in the old City area for two reasons. When the reorganization of the City administration

took place, the old City area was already saturated with population. Since then, various city devel-

opment programs have contributed to the prosperity of the suburban areas where population

increases dramatically. When the City was expanded on July 1, 1968, the population was over

200,000 each for Zhongshan and Daan, 100,000 each for Guting, Songshan, Shuangyuan, Datong

and Shilin, and merely 30,000 each for Jingmei and Muzha. By the end of 1989, the population

exceeded 450,000 for Songshan and achieved 330,000 for Daan. That also exceeded 200,000 each

for Shilin, Zhongshan, Beitou and remained less than 50,000 each for Jiancheng, Yanping, and

Longshan where the area of each was relatively small. Given to unevenly population distribution

and differentiated developments per district, the City was readjusted into twelve administrative dis-

tricts on March 12, 1990 in an effort to consolidate the administrative organization at basic level.

By the end of 2005, the population was between 200,000 to 300,000 for all the districts

except for Daan (over 300,000); Nangang, Datong, Zhongzheng and Wanhua (less than



200,000 for each). Thus, not only land area and population are properly distributed to each dis-

trict, but also the overall development and use utilities can be achieved to meet the needs of the

City development in future.

By the end of 2005, the population density of the City was 9,626 per km2. Due to geo-

graphical conditions and differences in the extent of development, Daan was the most densely

populated with a density of 27,476 per km2 among all the districts. The density also exceeded

20,000 for each of Songshan, Datong, Wanhua, Zhongzheng, and Xinyi while less than 6,000

for each of Beitou, Shilin, and Nangang. Beitou and Shilin also had the lowest density of less

than 5,000 per km2 due to their relatively large area. Analyzing on the population growth of the

districts, all the districts showed a negative growth of population except Songshan, Wenshan,

Neihu, Nangang and Zhongshan. Among the districts experiencing a positive growth, Songshan

topped the rest with 1.04% followed by Wenshan 0.35% and Neihu 0.24%. On the contrary, the

population of Wanhua decreased most with 1.37% followed by Datong 1.32%, Xinyi 0.74% and

Zhongzheng 0.73%.
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9. Labor and Employment
Labor force, including the employed and the unemployed, refers to the population aged 15

and over having work capability or intention. The employed refer to those engaging in paid jobs or

unpaid housework for 15 hours or more during the benchmark week of the survey while the unem-

ployed refer to those seeking jobs or waiting for work without receiving any pay during the bench-

mark period. Following the population increase of Taipei City, its labor force increased from 491

thousand persons in 1969 to 1,181 thousand in 2005 showing that the growth of labor force was 1.4

times over the 36 years. During the same period, the increase of population aged 15 or over was

1.2-folds and the labor participation rate remained over 50% except in 1971, 1972, 1975 and 1976.

In 2005, the rate achieved 55.5%.

The employment rate of Taipei City has been over 95% since 1969. During the period, the

rate fell to 95.5% in 1975 when the first world oil crisis sent the economy to a recession. Later, the

rate rebound to over 98% following the economic recovery from 1979 to 1981. Then again eco-

nomic stagnation made the employment rate decline to 96.4% in 1985. In 1988 the economy

showed an upturn and the employment rate stayed over 98% until 1994 while it fell again to 97.9%

in 1995. Due to the worldwide economic recession, it went down to the lowest in 2001, 2002. Even

though the economy recovered in 2003, the employment rate stayed 96.1% in 2005.
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Most of the citizens engage in the serv-
ices-producing industries (including trade,
accommodation, transportation, finance and
other services). The labor population in this
category totaled 914 thousand in 2005, show-
ing an increase of 0.2% compared to 912 thou-
sand in 2004 and accounting for 80.5% of the
total employed population. The population of
those engaging in the goods-producing indus-
tries (including mining, manufacturing, elec-
tricity, gas & water and construction) totaled
219 thousand in 2005, the same as that in
2004 and standing at 19.3% of the total
employed population. Only few engage in the
agriculture industries (including agriculture,
forestry, fishing and animal husbandry). This
part of workers accounted for less than 0.5%
of the total employment population since
1997. By employment status, the number of
the employee was 906 thousand, standing at
79.8% of the total employed, that of employ-
ers and the self-employed 191 thousand at
16.8%, and that of unpaid household workers
38 thousand at 3.4% in 2005.



10. Urban Development Plans
Urban development is a sustainable program while urban planning is a blueprint to guide the

future municipal construction and development. Taipei City is Taiwan's economical center and
responsible for leading Taiwan to participate in international competition and once again create
miracles. Facing the trend of technology renovation, informationalization and internationalization,
the Taipei City Government addresses the overall target of making Taipei a "prospectively joyful
and ideal city to live in". The tangible strategies are formulated based on the perspective of our
relationship with Mainland China, industrial attractiveness and international investment.
Supplemented with convenient transportation, we will change Taipei's environmental nature and
work with marketing strategies. This will promote Taipei City to the global stage, and make her an
important part of the international community.

By the end of 2005, the urban development plans had an area of 27,180 hectares, covering
the entire administrative districts. Flat land suitable for urban development accounted for 13,353
hectares or 49.1% of the City. Hills, slope land and low-lying land that were not suitable for urban
development accounted for the remaining 13,827 hectares or 50.9% of the City.

Urban development land can be classified into various zones based on location, mode of
use, socioeconomic structure and future trend of development. The largest was the land used for
public facilities occupying 7,098 hectares or 26.1% of the City. The residential zone occupied
3,821 hectares or 14.1% of the City. The commercial zone had an area of 918 hectares while the
industrial zone covered 452 hectares. 

A large part of non-urban development land was the conservation zone occupying an area of
11,393 hectares or 41.9% of the City. The agricultural zone accounted for 652 hectares or 2.4% of
the City while water covering zone occupied an area of 1,631 hectares or 6.0% of the City. The sce-
nic zone accounted for152 hectares.
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11. Equalization of Land Rights
The equalization of land rights is a fundamental national policy of our country. Its goal is to

maximize land utilization and bring the public sharing the benefits thereof. The basic task for
achieving the goal is regulating land value to control the movement of land value. So as to facili-
tate value-based taxation and land purchase as well as value increment to public.

Taipei City launched a program for equalization of land rights in 1956. Lands were officially
valued by stage based on the Statute for Equalization of Land Rights. In 1964 another program was
launched to continue the earlier one. In 1969 the Executive Yuan ordered an overall implementa-
tion of equalization of land rights commencing from December in that year. In the process, lands
that had so far not been valued were under valuation all in one time. By the end of 1970, the City
completed the valuation for a total of 22,077 hectares.

The Statute for Equalization of Land Rights requires that lands valued or revalued previous-
ly shall be subject to revaluation every three years. Accordingly, the City conducted a revaluation
for a total of 22,077 and 22,174 hectares respectively in 1974 and 1978 respectively. Another reval-
uation was supposed to take place in 1982; however, the Executive Yuan gave an order to delay the
job until the amendment to the Statute for Equalization of Land Rights was legalized. The amended
Statute for Equalization of Land Rights was promulgated for enforcement on June 29, 1986. The
deferred revaluation was re-instituted in 1987 with merely a total of 22,875 hectares revalued
because the Ministry of the Interior required that newly registered lands without finalized entitle-
ments were subject to be revaluated after the entitlements were finalized. Land revaluation took
place every three years since 1991 and covered a total of 26,099 hectares in 2004. Following the
enforcement of the amended detailed rules in the Statute for Equalization of Land Rights in 1990,
land value and current land value have been separated since 1991. The former serves as the basis
for land tax collection while the latter serves as the basis for land value compensation and land
value increment tax collection.
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12. Public Finance
The general budget for Taipei Municipal Government is prepared by going with the goal of

building Taipei City into a world-class capital. The estimation of revenues considers the actual
collection of various revenues and trends of economic growth in the past. While that of expendi-
tures considers the administrative objectives, the performance of budget execution and financial
status of the City Government.

From the reorganization of the City, the revenue budget sustained increasing since FY1968
with the annual revenue of NT$2.1 billion. The annual revenue for the latter half of 1999 and
FY2000 recomputed as the one for a fiscal year was up to NT$161.3 billion. Result from the eco-
nomic depression and tax reduction by the Central Government's revising associated laws, the
annual revenue showed negative growths since FY2001 and NT$136.2 billion in FY2006. The
expenditure budget sustained increasing since FY1968 with the annual expenditure of NT$2.1
billion. The annual expenditure for the latter half of 1999 and FY2000 recomputed as the one for a
fiscal year was up to NT$174.6 billion. The annual expenditure showed negative growths since
FY2001 and NT$137.4 billion in FY2006. The deficit of the FY2006 revenue and expenditure
budget was NT$1.2 billion, added the expenditure for debt NT$5.5 billion, the total of financing
adjustment was NT$6.7 billion. The financing adjustment included the balance of previous years
NT$1.8 billion and receipts from public debt NT$4.9 billion. 

The main source for the City revenue is tax revenue while the expenditure was mainly spent
on education, science and culture. Of the FY2006 revenue, the tax revenue was NT$106.4 billion
or 78.09% of the total. While of the expenditure, the education-science-culture expenditure was
NT$51.2 billion or 37.27% of the total. Besides, the Taipei City Hospital, the Taipei Rapid Transit
Co., and the Taipei Water Department etc. were prepared for subordinate agency budget, the Rapid
Transit System development and the Taipei Dome Complex Construction Planning were prepared
for special budget.
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13. Taxation
Taxes are the major source of Taipei municipal revenues, accounting for over 70% of the

annual revenue. Taxes collected in Taipei City fall into two categories: city taxes and national
taxes. City taxes, levied by the Taipei Revenue Service, are transferred to Taipei City Treasury.
National taxes are levied by the Taipei National Tax Administration, Ministry of Finance while the
following parts will be also sent to Taipei City Treasury: 50% of the inheritance and gift tax levied
in Taipei, the allocated amount of the 18% of the tobacco and wine tax based on the population
ratio of all cities in the whole nation, the allocated amount of the business tax, commodity tax and
income tax respectively based on the consolidation and redistribution of the associated tax by the
central government.

In the 2005 fiscal year, the net income of city taxes totaled NT$60.3 billion. Land tax, the
most of city taxes, amounted to NT$37.8 billion or 63% of the total net income of city taxes. The
next two were house tax and vehicle license tax that were respectively NT$9.9 billion or 16%
and NT$6.5 billion or 11%. All other taxes, such as deeds tax, stamp tax, amusement tax, and
education expenditure, accounted for NT$6.2 billion or 10% of the total.

In the same year, the net income of national taxes totaled NT$391.5 billion, within which
individual income tax, the most of all, accounted for NT$159.1 billion or 41% of the total.
Business income tax and futures transaction tax, the next two were NT$153.9 billion or 39% and
NT$38.8 billion or 10% respectively. All others, including commodity tax, securities transaction
tax, business tax, inheritance and gift tax, and fines for delayed tax payment, amounted to NT$39.7
billion or 10% of the total.
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14. Industrial and Commercial Activities

Industrial and commercial organizations fall into two categories: firms (of proprietorship or

partnership) and companies. Firms are registered according to the Commercial Registration Law

while companies are registered according to the Company Law.

However, every profit-oriented enterprise has to be registered whether it is a firm or a compa-

ny. The Guideline Governing Unified Issuance of Licenses for Profit-oriented Enterprises of Taipei

City Government stipulates: "For any profit-oriented enterprise which has not been granted with

approval for registration but has engaged in business activities and yet been raided should be

recorded and taxed by the taxation agency.... ". Consequently, the Taipei Revenue Service has set

up records for all of those engaging business activities. The records, consisting of the number of

business enterprises, their capital and sales, are comprehensive enough to show the actual status

of the industrial and commercial activities in the City.

Industrial and commercial activities in Taipei City were so prosperous that the number of

profit-oriented enterprises had reached 260,428 by the end of 2005, showing a rise of 5.9-folds over

37,950 by the end of 1968 or a rise of 11.19% over 234,215 by the end of 2004. By organization

types, company and non-company organizations respectively accounted for 72% and 28% of total

by the end of 2005. Compared with 31% and 69% as of the end of 1968, it indicated that those



small-scale business firms in the form of proprietorship or partnership was diminishing while large-

scale companies were growing yearly. Majority of business enterprises in the City belonged to the

services-producing industries (trade, transportation, finance and other services, etc.), accounting for

92% of total. The trade industry, alone occupied 71% of total business enterprises, was the most.

As of the end of 2005, the capital of all profit-oriented enterprises in the City amounted to

NT$13,399.3 billion showing increases of 424-folds and of 18.60% over those of 1968 and 2004,

respectively. The average capital per enterprise reached NT$51.45 million by the end of 2005,

NT$3.21 million more than that by the end of 2004.

Total sales in the City amounted to NT$13,126.3 billion in 2005, showing a growth of 126-

folds over that of 1968 or a growth of 12.11% over that of 2004. The services-producing industries

accounted for 82% of the total sales. The average annual sales per enterprise reached NT$66.76

million in 2005.

Taipei City, where the Central Government is located, plays a leading role in industrial and

commercial circles. However, both percentages of business enterprise numbers and the sales

amount in Taipei relative to those in the Taiwan area declined in the last few years. The former was

22% in 1991 and went down to 17% in 2005, while the later was 40% in 1991 and fell to 38% in

2005.
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15. Factory Registration
Most factories registered in Taipei City used to be those of the light industries such as food

processing and chemical manufacturing. The number of factories in the City by the end of 1968
was 2,805. Those engaged in food and tobacco processings topped the rest and accounted for
562, followed by those in chemical products for 403, and those in printing processings for 346.
Each of fabricated metal products industry and machinery/ equipments manufacturing and
repairing industry also had over 200 factories.

In recent years, businesses in the City tend to develop towards the service sector and indus-
tries focuse on urban light industries and intensive technology businesses as a result of urbaniza-
tion. The number of factories in the City was 1,552 by the end of 2005, a decrease of 44.67% com-
pared with the end of 1968. Those engaged in computer communication, video and radio electronic
products manufacturing industry accounted for 226 and stood at 14.56%. Compared with the end of
2004, all remained unchanged or decrease. Among these, computer communication, vedio and
radio electronic products manufacturing industry showed the greatest decrease of 19 factories, fol-
lowed by printing and related support activities industry decrease of 17 factories.

By administrative district, the number of factories is 539 in Neihu or 34.73%, the top among
all, followed by 457 in Nangang or 29.45%. The number of factories in the two districts amounted
for 64% of the total while the number of factories respectively in Zhongzheng, Zhongshan,
Songshan, Wenshan and Daan  was the lowest and accounted for only 1% of the total.
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16. CyberCity
Since 1999, Taipei City Government has begun the project of " CyberCity " and focused on fundamental constructions of

information, availability of Internet education, e-Government, and promotion of Citizens' digital life. After seven years' efforts,
Taipei City now enjoys excellent performance compared to other major cities worldwide. In order to establish a wireless
Internet environment, we currently continue to construct public wireless broadband Internet connections by incorporating civil
resources. We also continue to promote civil wireless applications and public services in order to turn Taipei City into a most
mobilized city, reach the objective of "Wireless Taipei with Infinite Future", and thus increase the entire city's competitiveness. 

The results of the CyberCity project as of the end of 2005 include:
1. Fundamental information construction: Incorporate civil resources and establish a wireless Internet environment throughout

the entire city. Wireless networks have been installed in the Xinyi business circle, 63 Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) stations, and
main residential-business regions, and the current population coverage rate is 50%. It is estimated that it will increase to 90%
by July of 2006.

2. Electronized government: Electronic document exchange is currently being used in 414 organizations of Taipei City
Government and 46 private grade schools. The "1999 Taipei Citizen Hotline" and the single-window service system were
established to strengthen the communications between the public and the government. We also promote video-conference
system that can be used in case of emergency and for communication purposes.

3. Electronized businesses: We assist in the establishment of business template website in order to expand marketing channels.
Businesses can also apply for relevant jobs online with their certificates, and this increases Taipei City's performance in serv-
ing the commercial sector. We also actively guide 12 unique business streets in Taipei City to establish dedicated websites,
bringing owners of traditional businesses new marketing channels and business opportunities 

4. Electronized life: We promote contactless IC smart card, "Easy Card", that integrates the bus, MRT, and public parking sys-
tems in the Greater Taipei Area. More than six million copies have been sold by October of 2005. We also promote e-bus
(Chinese-English bilingual dynamic bus inquiry system) that provides passengers with real-time information of bus arrival
and departure, thus increasing the quality of service of public transportation.

5. Information education: The objective of having computers in every classroom in Taipei's schools has already been reached.
Wireless coverage rate in all schools also reached 100% by the end of 2005. We have established Taipei e-Campus e-
Learning Website that provides workers and the public with Internet learning services. We also provide the public three hours
of free online training; more than 310,000 people have participated in this curriculum.

6. Reduce "digital divide": We assist the minority groups in our city (people with disabilities, seniors, and aboriginal people) by
improving the environment and condition of accessing the Internet and information technology. This enhances their ability of
using the Internet and reduces "digital divide".
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17. Mass Communication
Taipei City, a metropolis with talents of resources, has been the center of journalism, cul-

ture, publishing and literary & art activities of all times. Mass Communication in Taipei is an
important channel to facilitate the exchange of opinions between the government and the private
sector. On one hand, the government endeavors to fathom current social trends and public opinions;
on the other hand, it attempts to safeguard the rights of the consumers and citizens by monitoring
and managing the operation of cable news network efficiently, controlling the fees strictly, and
purifying the TV screen.

By the end of 2005, there were 5 television stations, 9 Cable TV companies, and 28 broadcast-
ing stations. In order to protect the soundness of juveniles' minds and bodies, the City Government
demands medias purify advertisement pages according to "the ordinance of preventing children and
juveniles from sexual bargains", monitors cable TV programs and commercials, and penalizes infract-
ed proprietors in accordance with the Law of Broadcasting and Televisions and relevant statutes
ruled by the sanitation authorities, besides, inspects and prosecutes illegal issued or spread pornog-
raphy films and VCDs.

In order to exhibit the administrative achievements, make full use of diversiform plane and
electronic medias as ways to communicate municipal and life information, link up with citizens and
the City Government in coordination with "CyberCity" policy, the City Government issues news
about electronized handlings and strengthens international propaganda transmit information rapidly
for medias usage. In addition, the "Taipei Pictorial", published monthly, reports deeply the past histo-
ry, cultural and civilian features, and oncoming development of every administrative area. The
bimonthly "Discover Taipei", published in English each odd month, introduces folk customs, cul-
ture and art, a variety of life information and so on. And in the light of significant policies of the
City Government, irregular series-books concerned in information and service are published to
intensively propagate and are offered for citizens to purchase.
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18. Construction of Markets
During the last several years, in addition to the Taipei City Government's vigorous engage-

ment in refurbishing old markets and constructing new ones, it also endeavors to centralize the man-
agement to reinforce quality services. In 1968, when Taipei reorganized into Municipality, there
were only 7 public wholesale markets; after then, more have been established consecutively. By the
end of 2005, the number of public wholesale markets amounted 11, covering the area of 181,800
m2. In addition, open trading system has been set up to timely adjust demand and supply, and to
stabilize prices.

In 1968, there were only 35 public traditional retail markets covering an area of 80,802 m2

and housing 2,518 retail booths in Taipei. Under social and economic impacts, the Citizens' shop-
ping behavior changed drastically. Further, under the cutthroat competitions of the hypermarkets,
supermarkets, and convenient stores, the operation of traditional retail markets tends to be difficult;
likewise, it is necessary to modify their operation mode. On one hand, it is favorable to maintain
the excellent community bond and humanized management in traditional markets; on the other
hand, it deems essential to reorganize traditional markets to give an innovation outlook by integrat-
ing the old and the new. By the end of 2005, the City had a total of 59 public traditional retail mar-
kets with covering land 190,168 m2, and 10,785 retail booths. Since the opening of Yanji
Supermarket in 1981, there had been 35 public supermarkets by the end of 2005, among them, the
number of supermarkets in Wenshan topped the list with 6. The average area of public supermarket
per capita rose from 0.07 m2 by the end of 1968 to 0.18 m2 by the end of 2005.
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19. Water Supply
The Taipei Water Department, responsible for tap water supply in the City, divides the City

into five regions, each with an independent tap water supply system charged by a regional opera-
tion department. The tap water supply covers not only the City but also nearby towns and town-
ships like Sanchong, Yonghe, Zhonghe, Xindian, and Beishan Li of Xizhi. Tap water was supplied
to 1,503,353 households with a population of 3,833,192 by the end of 2005.

Tap water supply has grown rapidly in Taipei area since the City reorganization into munici-
pality. The water diffusion rate was only 71% in 1968, but was over 99% in 1991. Water released
totaled 911.52 million cubic meters in 2005, showing a rise of 5.3-folds over 144.51 million cubic
meters in 1968. Comparably, the water sold jumped from 93.89 million cubic meters in 1968 to
563.04 million cubic meters in 2005. The effective water sale ratio, water sold as a percentage of
water released, approximated 61.77% in 2005. On the average, the per capita daily water supply
increased from 310 liters in 1968 to 651 liters in 2005. The revenue of the charges for water in
2005 amounted to NT$4.6 billion, showing a rise of 29-folds over those of 1968. These achieve-
ments had resulted from the Government's efforts on developing new water resources, providing
ample water supply and increasing the water diffusion rate during the past several years.

To meet the requirement arising from construction in the greater Taipei area and the public
demand for water, the Taipei Water Department has launched a five-stage development plan. At the
fourth stage, the Feitsui Reservoir was built, effectively securing a great amount of water resources
for Taipei City. Stage five of the development plan is now undertaking; to be operated in two phas-
es the project is planned to be completed by the year 2011.

The dam of the reservoir is located at the Feitsui Valley on the upper Beishi Stream, a feeder
stream of the Xindian River. The reservoir, 30 kilometers away from the Taipei City, has a water-
collecting area of 303 square kilometers, with the highest water surface being 170 meters from
the deepest bottom. Its maximum water storage is 406 million cubic meters. The arch dam is 122.5
meters tall and 510 meters long on the top, and its construction was completed in June 1987. The
two main water inlets for the Taipei tap water system are Qingtan and Zhitan, which have a reliable
water-taking amount of 40 cubic meters per second. The reservoir will be able to satisfy the
demand for tap water in Taipei City, Sanchong, Zhonghe, Yonghe, Xindian, Danshui, and Sanzhi
by 2030.
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20. Vehicle Registration
Taipei City is the political, economic, cultural, transport & communication center in Taiwan.

The number of motor vehicles has drastically increased following the rise in GNP while road
construction fails to catch up with the speed of growth in motor vehicles, resulting in an enormous
burden for road transportation in the City. In recent years, the formation of the rapid transit network
incorporated with transit buses and EasyCard system make the public transportation system
increasingly convenient. And the residents are more willing to use public transportation vehicles
instead of individual transportation ones, thus slowing down the growth in motor vehicles.

By the end of 2005, the number of motor vehicles reached 1,756,480 showing an increase of
404,541, or 29.92%, and an annual average growth of 2.65% compared to 1,351,939 in 1995. The
number of automobiles increased 17,193 from 708,315 by the end of 2004 to 725,508, showing an
increase of 2.43%. The number of motorcycles in 2005 increased 12,588 from 1,018,384 in 2004 to
1,030,972, showing an increase of 1.24%. Among the automobiles, the number of small cars for
privacy increased 72,159 from 563,585 by the end of 1995 to 635,744, showing an increase of
12.80%, and the number of small car for business increased 37,194 from 37,323 by the end of 1995
to 74,517, showing an increase of 99.65%.

To compare the number of motor vehicles and the population in the City, the number of
motor vehicles owned per 1,000 persons was 671 by the end of 2005 (277 for automobiles and 394
for motorcycles), showing an increase of 158 or 30.80% (18.38% for automobiles and 41.22%
for motorcycles) compared with 513 (234 for automobiles and 279 for motorcycles) by the end of
1995.
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21. City Bus Operation
Among the transportation means used, in addition to the large amount of traffic flowing

from suburban areas, city bus has always played a vital part in the densely populated city. There
was only Taipei City Bus Operation Office for bus operation after reorganization. In 1969, due to
being opened for private operation, there also included four companies, Xinxin, Guanghua, Danan
and Dayou operating in different districts. In 1977, a joint operation pattern was launched by those
and other five bus companies, Zhongxing, Zhinan, Taipei, Sanchong and Capital. Thus, the opera-
tion mode by district was terminated and unified ticket price, bus stops and route numbers were
implemented to benefit the residents. The Metropolitan Transport Corporation established after the
privatization of Taipei City Bus Operation Office, began in January 2004. By the end of 2005, there
were 15 bus companies to participate in the joint operation pattern. 

The increasing number of motor vehicles owned by the citizens has made the capacity of
city bus dropped all the way from the peak of 950.11 million passengers in 1985 to merely 640.15
million in 1995. To enhance the quality of the passenger transport system, Taipei City Government
does not only reinforce the transportation function of buses but has also carried out many measures
such as broadening the net of exclusive bus lanes, enhancing the service quality of buses, and
creating a comfortable waiting environment to make buses more accessible to the public. 

The average number of city buses in service per day was 3,805 for 2005, an increase of 37%
compared to 1995. The average capacity per bus per day was 441. The annual total capacity was
612.68 million with an average daily capacity of 1.68 million. As estimated, the number of persons
relying on bus transportation per day was about 0.84 million, a strong proof indicating the impor-
tance of city bus for the residents.
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22. Mass Rapid Transit
The Mass Rapid Transit System (MRTS) is one of the best solutions for traffic congestion in

metropolitan areas and shoulders the mission of urban development. Taipei City Government
teamed up with Taiwan Provincial Government and Taipei County Government in establishing
Taipei Rapid Transit Co. (TRTC) on July 29, 1994 for the operation of the MRTS in the greater
Taipei metropolitan area. The business range of TRTC covers main corridors in the greater Taipei
metro area, such as Muzha, Danshui, Xindian, Nangang, Banqiao, Tucheng, Zhongyonghe, Neihu,
Xinzhuang and Luzhou.

Since the opening of the Nangang Line on December 30, 2000, the seven routes of the
MRTS which are in service are Muzha Line, Danshui Line, Zhonghe Line, Xindian Line, Nangang
Line, Banqiao Line and Xiaonanmen Line. The Xiaobitan Branch Line will be finished and start to
operate on September 29, 2004, and its total length of the entire MRTS will be 67 kilometers and
include 63 stations. The number of passengers of Rapid Transit increased year by year since March
28,1996, except for 2003. It decreased slightly due to Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
at that year. In 2004, the amount of passengers started to rise after the perceived threat of SARS
was diminished. The total capacity of MCT (medium volume transit) for 2005 was 31.47 million
and that of MRT (mass volume transit) was 329.26 million. The total revenues for 2005 were
NT$7,789.06 million.

The TRTC has carried out all kinds of integrated measures of mass transportation since its
operation, and it will keep improving more convenient MRT services such as: follow-up routes and
Light Rail Transit system, passengers (information guideline system, integration of tickets and
Easycard, the efficiency of MRT and the joint development plans. This will provide services of
higher quality for passengers, and enable the MRT to optimally serve people.
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23. Municipal Parking Facilities
Taipei is a city of intense business activities, and it has a high demand for parking spaces.

With the increasing amount of cars each year and cars from outside the city, the problem of insuffi-
cient parking spaces has become more and more serious. To increase the parking conversion rate,
the City Government has implemented increment parking rate and time-limited parking on some
road sections. Taipei City Government will establish the citywide parking information guiding sys-
tem, strengthen the digital management system of roadside parking fees, and apply the Easycard to
public and private parking lots to provide a more convenient parking service for the public.

There was only one public parking lot with a total area of 157 pins (each pin is equivalent to
36 square feet) and maximum capacity of 42 cars upon reorganization in 1968. By the end of 1981,
there were totally parking area of 41,294 pins with maximum capacity of 10,346 cars and 2,450
motorcycles. Following the active development and construction by the City Government, the total
area had reached 547,362 pins with maximum capacity of 68,935 cars and 16,396 motorcycles by
the end of 2005. To effectively manage the increasing number of parking facilities, part of them
are contracted to the private sector for management with the limited human resource of the City
Government.

For the revenue from municipal toll parking facilities, the annual revenue for 1968 was
NT$634 thousand and increased by nearly NT$200 million for 1981, a 312-time increase compared
to 1968 and by NT$3.6 billion for 2005, a 17-time increase compared to 1981.
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24. Housing
The bloom in commercial and business activities in Taipei City, paves the way to social

prosperity. Although the registered population in Taipei increased stagnantly in recent years, the

small families increased day by day, resulted in a strong demand for housing. According to the

house tax statistics compiled by the Taipei Revenue Service, the City had a total of 996,599 hous-

ing units covering a total area of 150.47 million m2 in 2005. Of all the housing units, 801 thousand

ones were for residential purposes, covering an area of 82.83 million m2. For the total population of

2.62 million in the City, each could share a residential area of 31.66 m2 that showed a rise of 2.2-

folds over 9.99 m2 in 1971. The family income and expenditure survey conducted in 2004 showed

that about 80 percent of families had their own residential housing, much higher than 50 percent in

1976.

In 2005, the living space for each person was 31.66 m2. Compared with 31.15 m2 of the pre-

vious year, the size increased 1.64%. And the average space for each house was 103.39 m2. The

average size of every housing unit increased by 0.24% as compared with 103.14 m2 of the previous

year.

The reinforced concrete and pre-fabricated structures accounted for 81% of the total housing

space that occupied 150.47 million m2, and the reinforced brick structures, for 9%. On the other

hand, houses made of brick, wood, bamboo, and mud, which have been gradually replaced by mod-

ern buildings, are expected to diminish in the future.
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25. Roads
Roads are the major lifelines for traffic in a city. A citywide road system must be built to

promote an orderly and well-structured urban development. The City Government has always
focused on planning, expansion, and maintenance of streets and roads in an attempt to improve the
traffic in the city.

The 1969 census statistics offered by Maintenance Office, Public Works Department of
Taipei City Government, showed that the roads in the City by the end of 1969 were 1.01 million
meters in total length and 7.97 million m2 in total area, and 7.88 meters in average width per road.
By the end of 2005, the numbers had increased respectively by 1.54 million meters, 20.69 million
m2, and 13.44 meters. As a result, the increases had respectively been 0.53 million meters, 12.73
million m2, and 5.56 meters in the last 36 years.

To relieve traffic congestion and meet the needs of transportation development in the greater
Taipei metropolis, the "Massive Rapid Transit System for Taipei Metropolis" devised by the City
Government is currently under construction. The southbound extension of the Shui Yuan
Expressway, East- West Expressway (Civil Boulevard), East side Expressway, Zhoumei
Expressway, and Xinyi Branch of North Second Highway are already open to the public. Now the
City Government is drawing out the River Bank Huanhe North Road, the second stage of Zhoumei
Expressway. It is expected that the completion of these projects will go through major traffic lines,
shorten travel time, and give a new look to the city traffic. 

In addition, Taipei MRT system has initially a length of 91.4 km as approved by the
Executive Yuan, consisting of nine lines: Danshui, Xindian, Nangang , Banqiao ,Tucheng ,
Zhonghe , Muzha, Neihu, and Xiaonanmen. 96.68%, of the entire project was completed at the end
of 2005. Muzha, Danshui, Zhonghe, Xindian, Bannan (Xinpu Station to Kunyang Station only),
and Xiaobitan Branch lines were respectively inaugurated and open to the public in March 1996,
December 1997, December 1998, November 1999, December 2000, and September 2004.
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26. Flood Prevention Facilities
Taipei Basin is a low land located at the midstream of the Danshui River with the

Danshui, Keelung Rivers and Xindian River running through it. Rainwater often runs rapidly
down from surrounding mountains and converges in Taipei Basin, resulting in floods in case of
typhoons and torrential showers. In an attempt of preventing potential floods in the greater Taipei
metro area, besides abiding with the "Taipei Area Flood Prevention Plan", by considering
Taipei's overall environment, we proceed actively with the "essential points of a total water con-
trol plan of Taipei" to establish Taipei as a city of "high water preservation, high water perme-
ation, and high flood prevention" in the 21st century, and reach the target of preserving water in
the upper reaches, decreasing floods in the middle reaches and preventing floods in the lower
reaches. The Keelung River Repair project that aimed to convert the existing river channel to the
new one was completed in 1994 and its flood prevention function has also taken effect. A variety of
works for river channel repairing, embankment building, and setup of temporary water-pump sta-
tions are also successively under execution.

Prior to the reorganization, almost all the embankments in the City were not equipped with
newly built flood prevention facilities. The flood prevention facilities in Shilin, Beitou, Neihu,
Nangang, Mu- zha and Jingmei were taken over by the City Government following their inclusion
in the City after the reorganization. In light of the importance of flood prevention, the City
Government started to actively reinforce the construction of a variety of flood prevention facilities
and rainwater drainage systems, which were expanded to a considerable extent by the end of 1981.
For example, there were 91,871 meters of embankment, 21,092 meters of levee, 112 T-shaped
dams, 29 pumping stations, 251 floodgates, and 17 escape exits. By the end of 2005, there were
111,683 meters of embankments, 64,668 meters of levees, 106 T-shaped dams, 55 pumping sta-
tions, 258 floodgates, and 42 escape exits. Compared to the data as of the end of 1981, the increase
was 21.57% for length of embankment, 2.07 times for length of levee, 26 for number of pumping
station, 7 for number of floodgate, and 25 for number of escape exit and the only decrease was 6
for T-shaped dam in the last twenty-four years.
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27. Parks and Green Fields
The shaping of city look is extremely important for Taipei as a rapidly developing global

metropolis. In addition, the use of parks and greens increases following the increasing demands of

the citizens for quality in recreational life. To build Taipei as an "international green city", the City

Government continues with a citywide green campaign. In addition to waterfront development

and tree planting at riverside areas, the City Government is actively encouraging companies and

the citizens to adopt parks, greens and street trees; further, it targets to combine green zed roads

and parks with recreational spaces for the expansion of the latter. The City Government further

aligns development of parks to the public opinion by making an all-dimensional plan that com-

bines local cultures, landscapes and eco-systems etc.

The City had 518 parks with a total area of 7.42 million m2, 190 green fields with a total

area of 0.71 million m2 together with 65 sport spots for child, plazas, and riverside parks with a

total area of 13.10 million m2 by end of 2005. Thus, each citizen had in average a park or green

field area of 5.01 m2, a 1.7-time increase compared to 1.84 m2 by the end of 1981. Also, there were

83,758 trees along streets and 2,182,994 other planted trees by the end of 2005. On the average,

every 1.2 persons had one tree.
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28. Building Management
Building management acts as a measure for maintaining public safety and protecting legal

rights and benefits. It takes into account both convenience and benefits for people as well as

achieves the dual purpose of regulation and service provision. For example, the application proce-

dure characters for permits and licenses are shortened; the construction industry is under rigorous

management; the quality control procedure for building materials is implemented; and management

for on-site construction is enhanced to prevent incidents against neighbors. With these endear-

ments, Taipei City Government improve the quality of construction works, ensure public safety,

and strengthen management and inspections of completed buildings citywide (especially those on

hillsides) for public safety.

In 2005, among all the approved permits for building management, the number of approved

construction permits for buildings was 678 or 29.40% of the total. The number of buildings cov-

ered was 955 with a total covering area of 4,131,332 m2 and the total construction cost about

NT$46.9 billion. To give ranking by total covering area, housing building topped the rest at

48.65%, followed by office 7.62% and others 43.73%. To make comparison of building area by

administrative district, Neihu topped the rest with 559,635 m2, followed by Xinyi 457,259 m2,

Nangang 430,192 m2, and Songshan fell in the last with 59,315 m2.
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29. Educational Development
Education is the root of a nation and a centennial program. Our mandatory education has

been extended to 9 years since the academic year in 1968, and since the 2001 academic year, we
have brought "Nine-year Integrative Curriculum" into practice. In recent years, to reduce junior
high school students' pressure of entering high school and increase the channel of continuing edu-
cation, the government actively improved the diverse acceptance system of high schools and pro-
moted the localization of high schools/vocational high schools to meet junior high school students'
need of entering a nearby high school. Additionally, the government effectively made use of the
resources of special education, and strengthened the diverse arrangement for disabled students. To
develop the diversified language training, we brought native language teaching and English
teaching into the elementary schools' curriculum. Our desire is to have students start to learn when
they are in the first or second grade. On-line learning programs are provided and community uni-
versities are created to develop diverse adult continuing studies to make the concept of lifelong
learning practicable.

Taipei City is not only the political and economic center, but also the hub of education and
culture. There were 201 public and private schools with 462,699 students upon the reorganization
of the City in academic year 1968 and 310 schools with 654,092 students in academic year 2005.

The 310 schools include 27 universities and colleges (consisting of 23 independent universi-
ties /colleges and 4 junior colleges) with 245,940 students, 130 secondary schools (including 63
junior high schools, 50 high schools and 17 vocational high schools) with 224,981 students,
and 153 elementary schools with 183,171 students. Schools have increased by 54% and stu-
dents by 41% following the increasingly popularized education in the last 37 years.

Statistics for the number of classes indicate that there were 8,982 classes for schools at all
levels in academic year 1968 and the number increased to 18,775, showing a 1.09 times in aca-
demic year 2005, at a rate of. The average class size had dropped from 52 students in academic
year 1968 to 35. This shows that schools at all levels tend to adopt the small class system, which is
doubtlessly helpful for improving teaching quality.
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30. Social Education
In recent years, the City has successively opened Institution of Taipei Cultural Center,

Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei Children's Museum of Transportation & Communication, Taipei
Astronomical Museum and Taipei Youth Activity Center and continues to enrich the hardware and
software in these facilities. The Taipei Zoo has also been relocated to Wenshan District with
an expanded area that accommodates several exhibition halls by different themes for diversi-
fied educational functions. Taipei Children's Recreation Center is divided into three areas that
feature different styles and looks of "folk culture", "entertainment" and "science" with educational
and entertainment functions. The first library for the visually impaired is also opened to provide
user-friendly and complete services for the visually impaired. The City also continues to organ-
ize a variety of cultural and artistic activities such as music festivals, traditional art festivals,
drama festivals, seminars for the citizens, and contests of fine arts, music, dance, and local dra-
mas. School campuses are open for music activities and various culture and craft seminars for
youths in the community to achieve the goal of infusing culture deep in life. Take Taipei Public
Library as an example. The number of branches had achieved 39 with the total collection about
4.63 million volumes by the end of 2005. The number of persons visiting Taipei Zoo and Taipei
Children's Recreation Center increased to 4.09 million in 2005.

The supplementary education is aimed to further enrich the citizens with their applied
knowledge and improve their education level and practical skills. Hence, the City has provided
short-term programs for supplemental education and training in practical skills. In addition, it has
established evening schools respectively for the fundamental level (affiliated to elementary
schools), for the secondary level (affiliated to junior or high schools), and for the vocational level
(affiliated to vocational high schools). In academic year 2005, there were 46 evening schools
accommodating 12,707 students, showing a 1.4-time increase in number of schools and a decrease
of 24% in number of students in the last 37 years since academic year 1968.
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31. Social Relief
Adhering to the principle "showing concern initiatively, thinking highly of the needs, and

helping to be self-reliant" and in combination with the vast social resources, the social relief in

Taipei provides appropriate attention for the impoverished and the ill and domiciles for the solitary

and the poor in order to reach the goal of relief and care. Passively speaking, the social relief gives

those in hardship proper help to maintain their basic lives, and positively speaking, it helps improve

their working ability to earn their living.

Since Taipei City reorganized into municipality, low-income population has been decreasing

year by year, from 48,442 persons (10,038 households) in 1968 down to 32,146 persons (13,008

households) including 2,129 persons for level 0; 820 for level 1; 6,223 for level 2; 11,325 for level

3 and 11,649 for level 4 in 2005. Low-income population has decreased by 34% in the last 37

years. It resulted partly from a prosperous and stable society that produced abundant employment

opportunities and partly from a successful social welfare program.

For low-income population, the City Government provides a monthly subsidy to help them.

In 2005, NT$348.27 million was paid for monthly subsidies to help stabilize the society, including

NT$222.90 million for 22,769 low-income persons of levels 0 ~ 1, NT$125.37 million for 24,858

low-income households of level 2.
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In view that illness is the root of poverty, the City Government signed contracts with public
and private medical institutions to provide free medication services for poor citizens. The City
Government, in fact, subsidized all of the expenses. In 2005, covered under the program were
1,461 outpatients involving NT$4.03 million of medication expenditure.

Under a "work-for-pay" relief program, the City Government helps poor citizens to stand on
their own feet by engaging in temporary jobs. Department of Environmental Protection arranges
street cleaning jobs for the poor, with the half-daily wage being NT$500 per person. In
FY2005 the program offered 863,676 working times of job and paid a total wage of NT$431.84
million.

For citizens suffering sudden disasters, the City Government adopts temporary emergency
relief measures. Under the program, a registered poor citizen will be granted with timely relief
assistance whenever he runs into hardship in living due to family accidents. This could prevent
the breakout of social problems. The relief assistance of this type can be classified into four cate-
gories, i.e., emergency hardship relief for ordinary citizens, special relief for the poor, emergency
hardship relief for military reservists and relief for natural disasters.

The emergency hardship relief for ordinary citizens includes financial assistance for
daily living, sickness and injury, giving birth to baby, and traveling expenses. In 2005 the pro-
gram offered 1,608 people (households) with financial assistance amounting to NT$8.85 mil-
lion. In addition, a citizen may apply for relief assistance when a heavy loss due to any natural
disaster. These programs have effectively prevented low-income families from running into hard-
ship when they suffer any emergency difficulty or disaster. This has produced preventive effect on
appearance and expansion of the poor.
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32. Social Welfare
With a growing number of women participating in the employment and with the prevalence

of small family, some families could not take care of their infants or little children, creating more

and more demand for child day-care services. To meet such a social requirement, the City

Government has devoted many of its resources to setting up city child day-care institutions on one

hand and encouraged the private sector to operate child day-care services. According to statistics,

since the City(s upgrading to a municipality, the number of child day-care centers and the number

of children accommodated have been rising year by year. By the end of 2005, the number of cen-

ters reached 608 taking care of 35,305 children. Also, the number of orphanages and orphans dras-

tically dropped from 15 institutions and 2,216 persons in 1971 to 8 institutions and 293 persons by

the end of 2005.

By the end of 2005, there were 5 caring organizations in Taipei: Guangci Care Home,

Haoran Senior Citizens Home, and Senior Citizens Home, Private Aiai Relief Institution, and Renai

Home Care, taking care of unattended and lonely elderly and other non-economic reasons

housed older people. To take a good care of the old aged population, 191 nursing organizations

were in operation, housing 5,461 senior citizens by the end of 2005. The ratio of senior citizens

taken care was 0.42%.
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33. Labor Welfare
To ensure labor welfare in today's society where social structure changes rapidly, labor

awareness increases, and labor issues become complex, the City Government established the
Department of Labor on February 15, 1988. Department of Labor is responsible for providing job
training and placement services, and labor affairs such as providing assistance for independent
operations of industrial associations and labor unions; creating the labor pension contingency
supervisory committee and the management-labor collaboration system; actively negotiate conflicts
in the labor and capital, protect labors' basic rights, establishing the labor education system,
enhancing labor insurance, aids for occupational accidents, consulting for foreign laborers, and
recreation management; setting up a fund for assisting laborers in application for housing loans;
strengthening the care for minority labor; helping the employment of the physically and mental-
ly disabled; promoting gender equality and prevention from employment discrimination, plan
"Labor Cultural Park". 

Bureau of Labor Insurance, subordinated to Council of Labor Affairs, Executive Yuan, is
fully in charge of labor insurance in the City. The statistics for previous years showed an annual
increase in the number of insured groups and insured individuals. The labor insurance business
slightly shrank only in 1995 when the national health insurance kicked off. The number of insured
groups increased from 10,058 by the end of 1980 to 99,561 by the end of 2005. The number of
insured individual increased from 542,893 by the end of 1980 to 2,070,655 by the end of 1994,
dropped to 1,885,929 by the end of 1995, and rebound to 2,100,589 by the end of 2005.

The increased number of insured individuals and the rising average wage for insurance
resulted in the increase in premium income from NT$2.3 billion in 1980 to NT$41.3 billion in
2005. However, payment significantly dropped in terms of number of cases and amount since part
of labor outpatient and inpatient medical expenses is covered by Bureau of National Health
Insurance following the kick-off of the national health insurance in 1995. The number of
cases for labor insurance payment increased from 4,243,621 in 1980 to 27,561,781 in 1994 and
was 123,035 in 2005. The amount of payment increased from NT$1,758.34 million in 1980 to
NT$32,471.01 million in 1995 and was NT$43,763.98 million in 2005.
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34. Job Placement Services

Job placement is a direct service for the citizens provided by the government. People who
want to get a job and have the job skills and the hiring organizations can register in the employment
counseling office of governmental institutions. The government helps to introduce one another to
achieve the objective of employment counseling. In addition to the promotion of the "single-regis-
tration-full-service", multi-city employment service, the website of Taipei city(s employees, and
telephone service centers, we actively carry out the plan of "the integration of choosing, training,
caring and employing", the lay-off announcement system, and make active contacts to provide
assistance and increase the employment skills and opportunities provide to the public.

Job opportunities are increasing as industry and commerce is flourishing since the reorgani-
zation of Taipei City, resulting to the drastic growth in both job-applicants and job-openings record-
ed at Job Placement Center. The total number was 4,769 for job-applicants and 10,209 for job-
openings in 1968. In 2005, the number was up to 47,715 for the former, a 10.0-time and 67,756 for
the latter, a 6.6-time increase compared to those of 1968.

Statistics shows that job openings outnumbered job applicants by far in all the years except
1999 when the latter outnumbered the former for the first time. As for the applicants placed rate
through the referral by placement agencies, since 1982, the ratio of applicants placed (the ratio of
placements to total number of job applicants) was below 50.00% in all the years except 1989 when
the rate was 50.73% and was 35.99% in 2005.The reasons for unsuccessful referral include incon-
sistency in requirements between supply and demand, or inconsistency in age, skill, expected pay-
ment or working hours.

To provide training for those who want to learn professional skills, the city has set up Job
Training Center for organizing a variety of job training such as car repair, computer repair, software
application, web page design, tourism and hotel management etc. The total number of trainees in
2005 was 1,795. The job training is a great help for job placement.
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35. Medical Facilities

Public health and care is closely linked to the citizens. The citizens with increased incomes
and education level become more demanding for medical facilities such as hospitals and clinics.
The City Government has spared no efforts in promoting expansion and improvement for manage-
ment of hospitals and clinics since its re-organization in order to provide the citizens with better
medical services. 

The City had 36 hospitals and 1,400 clinics by the end of 1968. By the end of 2005, there
were 41 hospitals and 2,793 clinics, including 3 municipal hospitals, i.e. Taipei City Hospital,
Wanfang Hospital and Guandu Hospital. Taipei City Hospital consists 9 branches, i.e. Renai
Branch, Zhongxing Branch, Zhonghxiao Branch, Yangming Branch, Branch for Women and
Children, Heping Branch, Branch for Chinese Medicine, Songde Branch and Branch for Disease
Control and Prevention, as well as several subsidiary clinics. To meet the actual needs of the citi-
zens, hospitals are expanded or built each year. By the end of 2005, the number of general beds
achieved 15,100 with an average of 58 beds for every 10,000 persons. 

Most medical facilities cluster in the older city area. In early days, there were only a small
number of doctors and the quality of medical service was poor for all District Health Centers. To
strengthen and expand medical services for the citizens, the national health insurance program was
implemented and the transfer system was put in practice in compliance with the central medical
network program. The outpatient service at all the District Health Centers has been adopted by
municipal hospitals since 1997 and handled by special doctors of at least the attending level from
municipal or teaching hospitals to strengthen community healthcare activities, to effect household
health management and to provide the citizens with medical services of higher quality.
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36. Medical Personnel
Medical Personnel are the backbone of

medical facilities. The quality and quantity of
medical staffs can affect the level of entire
medical services.

By the end of 2005, the City had 10,412
medical doctors at qualified public and private
hospitals and clinics, a 4.0-time increase
amounted for 8,325 in the last 37 years com-
pared to 2,087 by the end of 1968. The number
of nursing personnel surged 16.4 folds from
1,201 in 1968 to 20,903 in 2005. The number
of medical specialists also experienced an
increased about 8.2 times from 818 in 1968 to
7,509 in 2005. 

To compare the number of medical per-
sonnel in the City to the population, there was
only an average of 13 medical doctors and 8
nursing personnel per 10,000 persons in 1968
and an average of 40 medical doctors and 80
nursing personnel per 10,000 persons in 2005,
showing a considerable increase compared to
37 years ago.
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37. Drug Management
Upon the reorganization of the City at

the end of 1968, there were 1,082 western med-
icine dealers and 527 Chinese herbal ones in
Taipei City. Drug management finally went on
the right track in 1970 when the business
license for a pharmaceutical firm was issued by
the health agencies. 

At the end of 2005, the City had a total
of 11,274 licensed pharmaceutical firms,
including 1,893 western medicine dealers,
1,102 Chinese herbal ones, 7,525 medical
device dealers, and 754 drugstores. Since 1994,
drugstores have been excluded from western
medicine dealers for separate statistics.
Compared to the previous year, medical device
dealers and drugstores increased 6.6% and
2.4%, respectively, but Chinese herbal dealers
and western medicine dealers decreased 0.3%
and 0.2%, respectively.

The distribution of pharmaceutical firms
by district showed that Daan District accounted
for the largest number, or 1,887 dealers,
Zhongshan District in the second place for
1,822, and Nangang District, the last in the list
for only 282.
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38. Environmental Protection

To build Taipei a modern city, to keep it clean, to reinforce protection from public nuisance, and
to keep our citizens in healthy condition is something on the top priority of the municipal agenda. Since
the City was reorganized into municipality, laws and regulations have been amended, and a specialized
agency has been set up to take charge of all environmental cleaning jobs, such as pollution control for air
and water, control of unpleasant noise, environmental sterilization, and disposition of human manure and
garbage.

Air pollution is a by-product of the industrial development. To control the air pollution, factories
producing severe pollutants have been requested to make improvement; otherwise, they are subject to
continual heavy penalty. Assistance has been provided for them to relocate somewhere else or make
improvement on the spot. In 2005, such assistance was granted to 14,427 manufacturers. To effectively
reduce air pollution caused by particles exhausted by mobile vehicles, the exhaust of automobiles and
motorcycles were under control and suppression. The purposes were to prompt bus operators to strength-
en their bus maintenance and ensure drivers proper driving operation. Particle substances mainly cause
the air pollution in this city. In 2005 the monthly average dustfall totaled 8.8 metric tons per square kilo-
meter.

The number of mining fields and manufacturing factories put under close watch for their release
of polluted water has been declining over the years in the past because operators changed their operation
process or relocated their facilities elsewhere. In 2005 assistance was provided for 28 establishments to
do improvement. Factories which were listed as special or which consumed a large amount of water were
put under key-point inspection. A total of 29 cases of raids in this regard were launched in 2005. Water
quality tests have been reinforced for the rivers flowing through this city. A total of 3,168 cases of the
tests were done in 2005.

In order to promote resources recycling, since July 1, 2000, garbage processing fees has been
levied for each bag of dumped waste. The total garbage processed in 2005 was 537,539 metric tons,
showing a decrease of 869,227 metric tons at 61.79% compared to 1,406,766 metric tons in 1999, with
the average of daily handling of 1,473 metric tons. In average, each person produces 0.56 kilograms of
garbage per day. The total garbage recycled (including the amount collected by the recycling industries)
in 2005 was 327,437 metric tons, showing an increase of 40,282 metric tons at 14.03% compared to
287,155 metric tons in 2004. Organic Garbage Recycling has been fully put into practice on December
26, 2003. The amount of recycled kitchen-waste of the year 2005 was 69,598 metric tons, showing an
increase of 27,488 metric tons at 65.28% compared to 42,110 metric tons in 2004.
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39. Police Affairs

It is a principal duty of the government to maintain the security of the society and ensure the
safety of our citizens lives and properties. It is also a pre-requisite requirement to protect the happy
lives and jobs of the public. For Taipei City where the Central Government is located, the security
of the society is even more important. At present, major agenda for the police administration are as
follow: to continue cracking down on crime, gunrunning, drug, burglary and violence; to reinforce
clamping down on prostitution; check thoroughly the tight corners of public security and strengthen
patrol; to enforce the regulations of youth protection; reinforce campus security, to expand the
scope of propaganda on precautions against crime: to activate the system of "public security feng-
shui expert" to assist the public with residential security and theft-prevention; assist establishment
of patrol teams; plan "Guardian Corridor"; hold community security meetings. Also, a community
safeguard network and self-defense system has been established that can schedule patrol service
when no one at home. Moreover, people can get many kind of security information through the
City(s safety networks.

By the end of 1968, the population in the City was only 1.60 million; by the end of 2005
they rose to 2.62 million. Under drastic changes, the law enforcement facilities in the City should
increase correspondingly. By the end of 2005, the number of precincts rose to 2,230, the number of
policeman positions staffed was 7,504. The number of policemen per 10,000 persons was 28.7 and
the population safeguarded by a policeman was 349 on the average.
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The police force and its equipment have been constantly expanded. Programs have been
launched to educate our citizens to observe the laws. However, in a highly populated city, excessive
population density, busy industrial activity and increasingly complicated security environment have
jointly led to repetitive criminal cases. In addition to promoting the concept of obeying to law and
order, the City Government endeavors to reinforce the police to fight crimes.

In 2005 a total of 58,250 criminal cases took place in the City. Most of the criminal cases
were concerning theft and larceny, which accounted for 45.48% of total criminal cases. The aver-
age of crime commitment was 2,224 cases per 100,000 persons in 2005, and the amount of crack-
ing criminal cases was 47,721 at the same period. The clearance rate of cracking cases was 81.92%,
and increased by 7.52 percentage point as compared with 74.40% of 2004.

In 2005 a total of 754 cases of economic crimes took place, which amounted to NT$1,511
million, with the average of 29 cases per 100,000 persons. Analyzing the cases, infringements upon
I.P.R. topped the lists, occupying 79.44%, and against the Monetary Law second, 12.60%.
Regarding valued amount, infringements upon I.P.R. amounted the most, occupying 78.95%;
against the Monetary Law second, 20.22%.

The Police Security Offense Penalty Law was rescinded on July 1, 1991. It was replaced by
the Maintaining Public Order Law. There were 1,217 cases with 1,591 persons against the
Maintaining Public Order Law in 2005. Most of the ones against the law were those who offend
against public order and who undermine public morality.
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40. Fire Fighting

As the city becomes more densely populated and buildings are going high-rise, under-

ground, massive, and diversified in use, fire fighting becomes increasingly important and setup of

modern fire fighting equipment more urgent. To meet environmental needs, the City Government,

officially established Fire Department in 1995 to further improve the function of fire protection and

disaster relief. By the end of 2005, there were 2,943 firemen and 551 fire engines.

To protect life and property safety, in addition to focusing on public safety, secure the fire

prevention system, and improve disaster relief, rescue and paramedic skills, it is also vital to pro-

mote fire prevention, education in fire prevention, and rigorous inspection of fire safety equipment.

Pioneer the system of "fire-control fengshui expert". Instead of passive promotions, we will active-

ly interact with the public. We have established the Golden Phoenix Guarding Group in 1999 to

increase the protection and services of civil security and have moved forward to the objective of

establishing a "safe city".

In 2005, the number of fire amounted to 421 at a rate of 1.2 per day with 22 dead/injured

and property losses up NT$23.77 million. For the causes to fire, short circuit accounting for

33.02% in the first place, arson for 15.91% in the second, and smoking for 13.06% in the third. For

breakout locations, bedrooms accounted for 13.78% in the first place. For breakout time, the period

from 15 to 18 pm accounted for 15.20% in the first place.
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41. Family Income and Expenditure

The citizens are enjoying increased incomes and living standards following the rapid eco-

nomic growth and prospering industrial and commercial activities since the reorganization of

Taipei City.

The Report on the Family Income and Expenditure Survey indicates that the average current

receipts per household has increased from NT$76,579 in 1971 to NT$1,583,262 in 2004, showing a

20-time increase at an annual rate about 9.61%. The average current receipts per household actually

increased 3 times in 2004 compared to 1971 after elimination of currency fluctuation and offset

with consumer price index.

Compensation of employees remains the main source for family current receipts. The 2004

statistics showed that of the total current receipts compensation of employees stood at 55.76% in

the first place, followed by property income at 20.22%, current transfer receipts at 13.97%, entre-

preneurial income at 10.02%, and miscellaneous receipts at 0.03%.

The Engel's Coefficient means the ratio of food and beverage expenses to consumption

expenditures. Also the Engel's Law indicates that the Engel's Coefficient is higher, the living stan-

dard is lower. According to the Report on the Family Income and Expenditure Survey, the Engel's



Coefficient per household was 37.94% in 1971 and later decreased by 20.52% in 2004 as income

increased.

For family consumption, except for the gradual decrease in food and beverage by 20.52% in

2004, housing expenses decreased from 34.44% in 1971 to 33.61% in 2004, clothing and acces-

sories from 5.96% to 3.03%, other expenses from 10.32% to 8.64%. When comparing with the

spending on the same items for the year 2004, three of them indicated an increase. Such as trans-

port and communication increased from 4.32% to 10.29%, health care and medical from 4.36% to

10.01%, education and entertainment from 2.66% to 13.90%. On a whole, family consumption still

circles around basic needs such as food & beverage, housing. However, consumption items with

lower market flexibility (such as food and beverage) decrease while those with higher market flexi-

bility (such as rent and water charges, transport and communication, health care and medical, edu-

cation and entertainment etc.) increases in terms of ratio as family income increase. This complies

with the Engel's Law, showing that the living standards of the Citizens have moved to a higher

level.
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42. Price Index

The price index is an important economic indicator used for measuring fluctuation in com-

modity price. The rise and fall in the index shows the up and down in price. The index is in princi-

ple used as a parameter for the followings: (1) measuring the purchasing power of a currency; (2)

drawing up economic and financial policies as well as regulating supply and demand of essential

goods; (3) revaluating assets, settling long-term debts, and deflating land prices; (4) adjusting pay

rolls of public and private organizations; and (5) calculating national income deflators and making

commercial forecasts. Consequently, the price index is one of the key indicators showing social-

economic performance.

Since January 1968, the City Government started to compile and publish, on a monthly

basis, the consumer price indices and family service price indices in Taipei City for reference. The

two sets of indices showed relatively high increases in 1973, 1974, 1980, and 1981 while they

stayed relatively stable in recent years. By comparing the consumer price index per year with 2001

as the benchmark, the index surged 40.47% to the greatest extent for 1974, followed by 19.05% for

1980. The index 104.34 for 2005 saw an increase of 2.38% compared to 101.91 for 2004. The fam-

ily service prices index increased 28.20% to the greatest extent for 1974, followed by 24.83% for

1980. The index 101.84 for 2005 saw an increase of 0.99% compared to 100.84 for 2004. The con-

struction cost price index began for compilation and publication since 1981. With 2001 as the

benchmark, the index was 120.27 for 2005, saw an increase of 0.67% compared to 119.47 for 2004. 
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Sources of Data and Compiling Methods for Major
Indicators of Living Quality in Taipei City

1. Population and Households

Sources: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"; "Abridged Life Tables of Taiwan-Fuchien

Area, ROC", published by the Ministry of the Interior.

Social migration rate = ((immigrating population ＋ emigrating population)/mid-year popul-

ation)) × 1,000

The life span for 1968 referred to the average life span for Taiwan-Fuchien Area.

Dependence ratio =(( population under 15 years of age ＋ population aged 65 and over )/ (

population  aged between 15 and 65 including 15 )) × 100

2. Labor and Employment

Sources: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"; "Monthly Bulletin of Manpower Statistics" &

"Monthly Bulletin of Earnings and Productivity Statistics", published by the

Directorate-General of Budget, Accounting and Statistics.

Labor participation rate = (labor force/civilian population aged 15 and over) × 100

Labor participation rates, total employment rates, employment rates for male, employment

rates for female and employment population per household for 1968 referred to the averages

for Taiwan Area.

Effective salary is modified by CPI of Taiwan Area.

Ratio of applicants placed = (employment placed/ number of applicants) × 100. From 2004

onward, ratio of applicants placed = (number of placements/ number of applicants) × 100.

Ratio of openings filled = (employment placed/ number of openings) × 100. From 2004

onward, ratio of openings filled = (number of openings filled / number of openings) × 100.

3. Income and Expenditure

Source: "Family Income and Expenditure Survey in Taipei" published by Taipei City Department

of Budget, Accounting and Statistics.

Per capita current receipt, disposable income, consumption expenditure, savings, and income

distribution for 1968 were based only on the sample of Taipei City obtained from the Family

Income and Expenditure Survey in Taiwan Area.

Effective income and expenditure is modified by CPI of Taipei City for 2001.

Average consumption trend  = consumption expenditures / disposable income × 100
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4. Public Safety

Source: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City".

5. Transportation

Source: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"; "Family Income and Expenditure Survey in

Taipei" published by Taipei City Department of Budget, Accounting and Statistics.

Ratio of private non-commercial automobiles = (private non-commercial automobiles/total

automobiles) × 100

Person-kilometer =operating mileage of per route / no. of bus runs × no. of passengers  × 0.8

Postal offices include the directorate general of post, specially graded posts, grade-1 posts,

grade-2 posts, branches of posts, and representative offices of posts.

Mails per person = total mails received by postal offices in a year/mid-year population,

excluding mails delivered

6. Health

Sources: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"; "Family Income and Expenditure Survey in

Taipei" published by Taipei City Department of Budget, Accounting and Statistics; and

"Agricultural Statistics Yearbook" published by Council of Agriculture.

Data series on medication as % of consumption & expenditure for 1968 and before referred to

the averages for Taiwan Area.

Ambulances include those owned by Taipei Fire Department and Bureau of Health.

Gross birth (death) rate = (total births (deaths) in a year/mid-year population) × 1,000

Population served by a medical doctor = year-end population/number of medical doctors

Data series on per capita daily protein and calorie consumption (including wine) referred to

the averages for Taiwan Area (preliminary data).

7. Education

Source: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City".

School Age children in school = (children in school/school age children) × 100

Literacy rate of population aged 15 and over = (literate population aged 15 and over/total pop-

ulation aged 15 and over) × 100

"Literacy Rate of Population " referred to people aged 6 and over until 1996. 

College-educated population as % of total population aged 18 and over = (population receiv-

ing education of college or higher/total population aged 18 and over) × 100

Data series on education, science and culture as % of government expenditure referred to

expenditure figures passing auditing procedure.

Per capita real government expenditure for education, science and culture = audited expendi-

ture figure at 2001 constant price/mid-period population
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8. Culture and Recreation

Sources: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City" 、 "Family Income and Expenditure Survey

in Taipei" published by Taipei City Department of Budget, Accounting and Statistics.

No. of book-borrowers per 1,000 persons = (No. of  book-borrowers/mid-year population) ×

1,000

Library-collected books per 1,000 persons = (books collected by city-owned libraries/ year-

end population) × 1,000

Data series on entertainment as % of consumption expenditure, newspaper diffusion rate,

magazine diffusion rate, and television diffusion rate for 1968 were based only on the sample

of Taipei City obtained from the Family Income and Expenditure Survey in Taiwan Area.

Newspaper (magazine, television, video tape recorder, personal computer, cable television)

diffusion rate = (year-end households owing the specified item (for 1969 and before, referring

to the number of the specified item) / year-end total households) × 100

9. Living Environment

Sources: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"; "Family Income and Expenditure Survey in

Taipei" published by Taipei City Department of Budget, Accounting and Statistics.

Data series on living space per house for 1968 referred to averages for Taiwan Area.

Sedan vehicle (telephone, geyser, washing machine, air conditioner) diffusion rate = (no. of

households owning specified equipment (for 1968 and before, referring to the number of the

facility) /year-end total households) × 100

Data series for 1968 based only on the sample of Taipei City obtained from the Family Income

and Expenditure Survey in Taiwan Area.

Monthly electricity consumption per household = total electricity consumption by light users/

mid-year light users / 12

10. Social Security

Source: "The Statistical Yearbook of Taipei City"

Ratio of senior citizens in nursery homes = (senior citizens in nursery homes/population aged

65 and over) × 100

Ratio of children in baby-sitting institutions = (children in baby-sitting institutions/children

aged under 6) × 100

Medical institutions per 1,000 low-income citizens = (service-providing medication institu-

tions/low-income citizens) × 1,000
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