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16. Cultural Activities 

For carrying out the cultural diversity and enhance the aesthetic appreciation of 
citizens, Taipei City Government holds art exhibitions, musical performances, stage 
shows, street performances, traditional operas, dance performances, and cultural creative 
events to enhance the cultural sophistication of residents and to provide creative artists 
with a platform for the public presentation of their works. Events and performances are 
not limited to large performance and exhibition venues and the citizens’ living fields such 
as art galleries, parks, and cafes are also included as well. So as to make diverse culture 
deep into citizen life. In 2019, there were 7,574 programs (including 1,409 music 
programs and 986 vision art programs), and the number of participants were 53.36 million 
person-times in Taipei City. 

 Taipei City has the most diversified cultural elements and creative energy in Taiwan, 
and is highly acceptive of worldwide cultural products, which is creating a cultural 
consumption pattern in Taipei City that is diverse, open and full of vitality and making 
Taipei the ideal city for developing cultural and creative industries. In addition, 
entrepreneurs enthusiastic about arts and cultural activities are expected to participate to 
jointly create the conditions for cultural consumption, whereby more performing art 
creations could be promoted. By the end of 2019, 42 art spaces belonged to the 
Department of Culture Affairs. In 2019, the number of participants were 18.27 million 
person-times in Taipei City. 

Continue to hold diversified Hakka culture activities in the hopes of popularizing the 
Hakka culture and promoting the Hakka spirit. Further, aiming at even more visits and 
exchanges, Taipei City is expected to become a global center for Hakka cultural exchange 
and an international hub of networks connecting overseas Hakka organizations. In 2019, 
there were 70 performances for the Hakka culture activities with 147,979 participants in 
Taipei City. 

Cultural Activities in Taipei City 

Year 

Cultural Activities   
Art Spaces belong to 

Department of Culture 
Affairs 

Hakka Culture Activities 

Number of Programs  
(Number)  

Number of 
Participants 

(10,000 
Person- 
Times) 

Number of  
Spaces 
(Space) 

 

Number of 
Participants 

(10,000 
Person- 
Times) 

Number of 
Performances 

 (Number) 
 

Number of 
Participants 

(Person- 
Times)  Music  

Vision 
Art  

1991 1,367 - - 153 - - - - 

2001 532 - - 57 - - - - 

2011 5,822 1,526 1,102 5,728 - - 141 280,641 

2016 6,753 1,529 818 5,599 37 1,483 93 82,944 

2017 7,042 1,492 838 4,961 40 1,432 110 75,168 

2018 7,261 1,522 910 4,801 42 1,550 54 87,829 

2019 7,574 1,409 986 5,326 42 1,827 70 147,979 

Source：Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei Hakka Affairs Commission. 
Note： Data before 1999 were provided by Taipei Cultural Center, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei Chinese 

Orchestra, and Taipei Symphony Orchestra, which were subordinated to the Department of Education and 
Taipei Zhongshan Hall subordinated to the Department of Civil Affairs. On November 6, 1999, the 
above-mentioned organizations were reorganized under the Department of Cultural Affairs.  
Figures were number of activities before 2001.  
 Year-end data. 
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17. Industrial and Commercial Activities 

Businesses organizations can be divided into enterprises (sole proprietorship or 

partnership) and companies. The enterprises should be registered in compliance with 

Business Registration Act and companies should follow Company Act. All for profit 

businesses, regardless of it organizational structure, shall be registered in the business 

registry. Value-added and Non-value-added Business Tax Act stipulates: "Value-added or 

non-value-added business tax shall be levied, in accordance with this Act, on the sale of 

goods or services within the territory of the Republic of China (R.O.C.) and on the import 

of goods". Consequently, the revenue service authority has set up records for all of those 

engaging business activities to know the actual status of the industrial and commercial 

activities in the City. 

The concentrated population and social stability make Taipei City the political, 

economic, financial and cultural center of the nation. The number of factories and 

businesses has continued to grow at a rapid pace thanks to its outstanding geographic 

location as well as convenient transportation system. Industry structure is dominated by 

the service sector and the city serves as the driver of national economic growth. There 

were 37,950 business enterprises by the end of 1968 and 214,634 business enterprises by 

the end of 1991. The number going up and down afterward had reached 257,150 by the 

end of 2019, and it was 6-fold over that by the end of 1968 while a rise of 1.35% over 

253,714 by the end of 2018. By organization types, company and non-company 

organizations respectively accounted for 67% and 33% of the total by the end of 2019.  

Business Enterprises in Taipei City 

End of Year 

No. of Registered 
Business Enterprises 

Capital Operating Income 

Grand 

Total 
Company 

Non- 

Company 

Total 

(NT$Million) 

Average per 

Enterprise 

(NT$1,000) 

No. of 

Operating 

Business 

Enterprises 

Total 

(NT$Million) 

 

Average per 
Enterprise 
(NT$1,000) 

 

1968 37,950 11,596 26,354 31,552 831 37,950 103,219 2,720 

1971 51,701 22,158 29,543 79,218 1,532 51,701 184,204 3,736 

1981 134,780 84,915 49,865 571,059 4,237 131,532 1,788,499 14,531 

1991 214,634 130,917 83,717 2,308,649 10,756 186,115 4,852,524 26,497 

2001 208,919   135,477 73,442 8,363,749 40,033 191,616 8,749,928 45,495 

2006 215,898   140,502 75,396 12,686,535 58,762 197,754 12,838,642 64,896 

2011 221,997 143,510 78,487 11,862,829 53,437 204,749 12,283,808 60,526 

2016 244,063 162,751 81,312 13,341,994 54,666 224,499 12,213,584 54,835 

2017 249,007 166,800 82,207 13,609,515 54,655 228,533 12,506,884 55,214 

2018 253,714 170,376 83,338 14,215,896 56,031 232,324 13,216,563 57,356 

2019 257,150 173,034 84,116 14,516,401 56,451 235,828 13,529,702 57,800 

Source： National Taxation Bureau of Taipei, Ministry of Finance.  

Note： The figures were calculated for the whole year；Average Sales per Enterprise＝Total Sales÷Mid-term 

Actual Establishments. 
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Compared with 31% and 69% as of the end of 1968, it indicated that those small-scale 

business firms in the form of proprietorship or partnership were diminishing while 

large-scale companies were growing yearly. Majority of business enterprises in the City 

belonged to the services-producing industries, accounting for 91% of the total by the end of 

2019. The wholesale and retail trade industry, alone occupying 49% of total business 

enterprises, was the most. 

As of the end of 2019, the capital of all business enterprises in the City amounted to 

NT$14,516.4 billion, showing an increase of 459-fold over that of 1968 and an increase of 

2.11% from that of 2018, respectively. The average capital per enterprise reached 

NT$56.45 million by the end of 2019, an increase of 0.75% from that of 2018. There were 

235,828 registered businesses operating in Taipei and total sales amounted to 

NT$13,529.7 billion in 2019, showing a growth of 130-fold over that of 1968 and an 

increase of 2.37% from that of 2018. The services-producing industries accounted for 83% 

of the total sales. The annual sales per enterprise reached NT$57.80 million in 2019. Both 

percentages of business enterprise numbers and the sales amount in Taipei relative to 

those in the Taiwan area declined in the last few years. The former was 22% in 1991 and 

went down to 16% in 2019, while the later was 40% in 1991 and fell to 31% in 2019. 
 

 

0

3

6

9

12

15

18

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Operating Business Enterprises in Taipei City

NT$ Trillion

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & 

Animal Husbandry

Total Operating Income

Year

0

20

40

60

80

100

1981 2018 2019

A
g
ri

cu
lt

u
re

, 
F

o
re

st
ry

, 
F

is
h
in

g
&

 A
n

im
al

 H
u

sb
an

d
ry

%

S
er

v
ic

es
-p

ro
d

u
ci

n
g 

In
d
u
st

ri
es

End of Year

Proportions by Industry

G
o

o
d

s-
p

ro
d

u
ci

n
g

In
d
u
st

ri
es

Goods-producing Industries

Services-producing Industries

Source：National Taxation Bureau of Taipei, Ministry of Finance.

31 
 



30 

18. Management of Markets 

To provide citizens with a tidy, well-lit, clean and comfortable modern shopping 

environment, Taipei City is actively improving the city’s market management system to 

help traditional markets change their business models and improve their business 

environment. In 1968, when Taipei reorganized into Municipality, there were only 7 

public wholesale markets; after then, more have been established consecutively. By the 

end of 2019, the number of public wholesale markets amounted 10, covering the area of 

168,401 m2. In addition, open trading system has been set up to timely adjust demand and 

supply, and to stabilize prices. 

In 1968, there were only 35 public traditional retail markets covering an area of 

80,802 m2 and housing 2,518 retail stands in Taipei City. Traditional markets connect a 

city with producers. Through upgrading the hardware facilities such as civil and 

electromechanical equipment, the traditional markets provide safe shopping space in 

recent years. Together with adaption of modern business mode, the public traditional 

markets improve the quality of environmental hygiene. By the end of 2019, the City had a 

total of 48 public traditional retail markets with total land area 152,329 m2, and 7,982 

business stands. Since the opening of Yanji Supermarket in 1981, there had been 33 

public supermarkets by the end of 2019. The area of public market per capita rose from 

0.029 m2 by the end of 1968 to 0.201 m2 by the end of 2019. 

 

Public Markets in Taipei City 

End  
of 

Year 

Wholesale Market  
Retail Market 

Supermarket Traditional Market 

No. of 
Markets 

(Number) 

Total 
Land 
Area 
(m2) 

Total 
Building 

Area 
(m2) 

No. of 
Markets 

(Number) 

Total 
Building 

Area 
(m2) 

No. of 
Markets 

(Number) 

Total 
Land 
Area 
(m2) 

Total 
Building 

Area 
(m2) 

No. of 
Business 
Stands 

(Number) 

1968 7 26,778 9,920   35 80,802 37,329 2,518 

1971 7 26,778 9,920   42 110,381 62,033 3,978 

1981 8 98,760 46,717 1 3,798 61 173,924 151,086 11,266 

1991 11 161,960 107,909 16 58,771 70 210,461 192,919 12,795 

2001 10 164,738 93,422 28 88,145 64 200,506 190,030 11,830 

2011 10 195,162 251,213 37 104,132 54 192,798 205,859 9,420 

2016 10 182,286 279,853 35 97,140 52 155,002 171,032 8,194 

2017 10 182,286 279,853 36 106,327 50 153,144 169,244 7,932 

2018 10 168,401 280,215 35 101,687 48 146,342 159,396 7,933 

2019 10 168,401 280,215 33 92,808 48 152,329 159,155 7,982 

Source：Department of Economic Development . 
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19. Public Finance 

In order to promote the major infrastructure in Taipei and build livable and 

sustainable city, the city budget takes the current economic conditions and future 

development into consideration. The budget is carefully compiled for balancing the 

needs of government administration and financial soundness with taking previous 

budgets as reference.  

Since Taipei City became a municipality, a review of historical data indicates that 

annual budget has increased every year since FY1968 when the total budget was 

NT$2,116 million. The budget experienced negative growth after FY2001 due to an 

economic downturn and legislation changes by the central government, before returning 

to positive growth again in FY2007. In recent years, the budget has tended to fluctuate 

from year to year. The revenue budget in FY2020 is NT$164,714 million. The trend of 

the expenditure budget and revenue budget was the same from FY1968 to FY2004. The 

expenditure budget showed positive growth trend since FY2005, but begining negative 

growth after FY2013, and returning to positive growth again in FY2016. The 

expenditure budget in FY2020 is NT$168,002 million. Annual budget shows a net 

shortage of NT$3,288 million, together with the need to service a debt of NT$8,452 

million, a further loan of NT$11,740 million is necessary, Surplus of Previous Fiscal 

Year is used to balance the needs.  

An analysis of sources showed that Taipei City's main source of revenue is taxation, 

while the main category of expenditure was education, science and culture. Of the 

FY2020 revenue, the Tax Revenue was NT$123,377 million or 74.91% of the total. 

While of the expenditure, the Education, Science and Culture Expenditure was 

NT$63,792 million or 37.97% of the total. Besides, the Taipei City Hospital, the Taipei 

Rapid Transit Co., and the Taipei Water Department etc. were prepared for subordinate 

agency budget, the Rapid Transit System development was prepared for special budget. 

 

The General Budget of Taipei Municipal Government

FY2020
Revenue Expenditure

NT$ 164,714 Million NT$ 168,002Million

Revenues 

from Tax

74.91%

Education, Science

and Culture

37.97%

General 

Administration 

17.42%

Retirement 

and Condolence

3.07%

Social Welfare 

16.18%

Others      

1.95%

Expenditures 

for Economic

Development

14.62%

Revenues 

from others

1.36%

Fees

4.85%

Subsidies

6.97%

Surplus of 

Public 

Enterprises 

5.06%

Revenues from Fines 

and Indemnities

1.93%
Revenues of 

Public Properties

4.92%
Community Development 

and Environmental 

Protection  

8.79%

Source：Department of Budget, Accounting & Statistics.
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The Expenditure of Taipei Municipal Government Budget

FY2020

The FY2020 general budget, the subordinate agency budget and special budget

totaled NT$373,416 million. After appropriating NT$66,070 million to the

subordinate agency budget, the net budget was NT$307,346 million.

Remark :

General Budget

NT$168,002 Million

Subordinate Agency Budget

NT$204,283 Million

Special Budget

NT$1,130 Million

Source：Department of Budget, Accounting & Statistics.

The Status of Revenue and Expenditure of  

Taipei Municipal Government General Budget  
Unit: NT$1,000  

Fiscal Year 

Revenue  Expenditure  

Budget  
Financial 

Statement  
Budget  

Financial 
Statement  

1968 2,115,629 2,192,085 2,115,629 2,021,345 

1971 4,121,349 3,931,083 4,121,349 3,898,538 

1981 36,695,740 34,689,516 36,695,740 34,689,516 

1991 140,243,552 129,013,470 140,243,551 129,013,469 

2001 147,031,984 126,620,935 158,934,682 149,746,224 

2011 158,988,317 164,128,477 179,638,340 173,032,481 

2017 168,939,299 175,628,616 170,868,097 162,256,234 

2018 170,172,720 172,171,104 174,196,886 167,027,734 

2019 164,268,503 169,363,873 168,652,957 161,611,870 

2020 164,714,032 … 168,002,430 … 

Source：Department of Budget, Accounting & Statistics; Taipei Municipality Audit Division, Ministry of Audit. 

Note： By means of the revision of the Budget Act, the fiscal year had been redefined as a year with months from 

Jan. to Dec. of the same year (the old definition was the one with months from July of a year to June of the 

next year) since July, 1999, and the budget for the latter half of 1999 and FY2000 should be prepared. From 

Jul. 1, 1999 onward, “Receipts from Bonds and Loans” and “Surplus of Previous Fiscal Year” were classified 

into financings, not included in annual revenue and “Expenditure for Deb Repayment” was classified into 

financings, not included in annual expenditure. Budget referred to those after addition/reduction except 

that of FY2020 being original budget. Financial statement referred to financial certificated statement 

before FY2019 . 
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20. Taxation 

Stable taxation revenues will effectively support the development of the city and 
realize the goal of financial sustainability. Taxes collected in Taipei City fall into two 
categories: city taxes and national taxes. City taxes, levied by Taipei Revenue Service, are 
transferred to Taipei City Treasury. National taxes are levied by National Taxation 
Bureau of Taipei, Ministry of Finance while the following parts will be also sent to Taipei 
City Treasury: 50% of the Inheritance and Gift Tax levied in Taipei, the allocated amount 
of the Business Tax, Commodity Tax and Individual Income Tax based on the 
consolidation and redistribution of the associated tax by the central government, the 
allocated amount of the 18% of the Tobacco and Alcohol Tax based on the population 
ratio of all cities in the whole nation. 

Taxes are the main source of revenue for Taipei City, accounting for over 60% of the 
City’s annual revenue. In FY 2019, the net income of city taxes totaled NT$74.6 billion. 
Land Value Tax, the most of city taxes, amounted to NT$27.3 billion or 36.53% of the 
total net income of city taxes. The next three were Land Value Increment Tax, House Tax 
and Vehicle License Tax that were respectively NT$18.1 billion or 24.23%, NT$14.8 
billion or 19.82% and NT$7.5 billion or 10.06%. All other taxes, such as Deed Tax, 
Stamp Tax and Amusement Tax accounted for NT$7.0 billion or 9.36% of the total. 

In the same year, the net income of national taxes totaled NT$730.6 billion, within 
which Individual Income Tax, the most of all, accounted for NT$234.1 billion or 32.04% 
of the total. Profit-seeking Enterprise Income Tax and Business Tax, the next two, were 
NT$211.0 billion or 28.89% and NT$193.4 billion or 26.48%, respectively. All others, 
including Commodity Tax, Securities Transaction Tax, Futures Transaction Tax, Estate 
and Gift Tax and Others, amounted to NT$92.0 billion or 12.59% of the total. 

Net Income of City Taxes and National Taxes Levied in Taipei City 

   Unit: NT$ 1,000 

Fiscal Year 
City Taxes  National Taxes 

Budget Amount Net Income Levied Budget Amount Net Income Levied 

1968 1,214,371 1,684,379 1,439,664 1,608,773 

1971 3,384,955 3,514,078 3,849,306 4,220,361 

1981 29,309,870 30,558,184 42,360,000 43,773,384 

1991 90,945,800 116,257,952 160,325,000 152,787,442 

2001 57,794,017 46,095,140 395,919,718 396,161,825 

2011 56,268,260 61,999,268 557,168,747 596,229,731 

2016 71,547,000 75,321,811 682,088,043 685,396,457 

2017 75,014,000 74,888,860 685,317,246 653,753,605 

2018 75,220,000 71,814,731 676,394,176 733,054,145 

2019 72,617,000 74,641,092 699,449,226 730,563,950 

Source：Taipei Revenue Service and National Taxation Bureau of Taipei, Ministry of Finance. 

Note： The data shown here exclude project beneficiary, punitive fine, and fees revenues. Business tax has become  

               national tax since July, 1999. 
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 Net Income of Major Taxes Levied in Taipei City  

Unit: NT$1,000 

Item 
FY 2019 FY 2018 FY 1968 

Amount % Amount % Amount % 

City Taxes  74,641,092 100.00 71,814,731 100.00 1,684,379 100.00 

Business Tax     599,728 35.61 

Land Value Tax 27,265,415 36.53 27,643,083 38.49 224,245 13.31 

Land Value Increment Tax 18,083,405 24.23 15,455,085 21.52 202,155 12.00 

House Tax 14,795,388 19.82 14,431,944 20.10 190,671 11.32 

Vehicle License Tax 7,508,282 10.06 7,502,433 10.45 68,607 4.07 

Others 6,988,601 9.36 6,782,186 9.44 398,973 23.69 

National Taxes 730,563,950 100.00 733,054,145 100.00 1,608,773 100.00 

Individual Income Tax 234,108,930 32.04 236,642,086 32.28 382,614 23.78 
Profit-seeking Enterprise 
Income Tax 211,042,325 28.89 214,405,845 29.25 667,958 41.52 

Business Tax  193,445,292 26.48 186,210,221 25.40   

Securities Transaction Tax 55,106,142 7.54 61,073,741 8.33 11,921 0.74 

Futures Transaction Tax 4,209,322 0.58 5,468,975 0.75   

Estate and Gift Tax 14,893,974 2.04 12,032,935 1.64 10,361 0.64 

Commodity Tax  -132,283 -0.02 2,597 0.00 179,866 11.18 

Others ③ 17,890,248 2.45 17,217,745 2.35 356,053 22.13 

Source：Taipei Revenue Service and National Taxation Bureau of Taipei, Ministry of Finance. 

Note： In FY 2018, the Settled Account of Taxes totaled NT$122.8 billion, including City Taxes NT$72.2 billion, 

Tobacco and Wine Tax NT$0.9 billion, Estate and Gift Tax NT$5.5 billion, Centrally Allocated Tax NT$44.2 

billion. The data shown here exclude project beneficiary, punitive fine, and fees revenues. 

           The negative amount of Commodity Tax in 2019 was mainly caused by the large increase in the number of 

cases where people bought energy-saving appliances and refunded of Commodity Tax. 

           ③The data shown here include Tobacco and Alcohol Tax, Financial Enterprises Business Tax, and Specifically  

              Selected Goods and Services Tax. 
 

①  
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21. Urban Development Plans 
 

 The vision of urban development for Taipei City is to build an "Ecologically Sus-

tainable City of Taipei" which aims at making an advanced, joyful, easy-living, cultural, 

ecologically sound, informative and safe city, for realizing harmonization of human and 

nature, and balancing city and nature with reaching the goal of achievement of economic 

development, social harmony and an ecological virtuous cycle, and making it a city of 

warm humanity with the features of both an "International City" and a "Happy Home".  

The basic concepts of urban planning include becoming an ecological city, sustainable 

development, growth management, mass transportation orientation development, transfer 

of development rights, new urbanism, network city, global competition etc. Concepts like 

these have been incorporated into urban planning with aggressive promotion.  
By the end of 2019, the urban development plans had an area of 27,180 hectares, 

covering the entire administrative districts. Flat land suitable for city development     
accounted for 12,978 hectares or 47.7% of the City. Hills, slope land and low-lying land 
that were not suitable for city development accounted for the remaining 14,202 hectares 
or 52.3% of the City. 

Land for City Development can be classified into various areas based on location, 
mode of use, socio economic structure and future trend of development. The largest was 
the land used for public facilities occupying 7,012 hectares or 25.8% of the City. The 
residential area occupied 3,790 hectares or 13.9 % of the City. The commercial area had 
an area of 904 hectares or 3.3% while the industrial area covered 416 hectares or 1.5%.  

A large part of land for other use was the reserved area occupying an area of 6,924 
hectares or 25.5% of the City. The waterside and other area occupied an area of 6,564 
hectares or 24.2% of the City while agricultural and scenic area accounted for 714   
hectares or 2.6% of the City. 

Land Zoning of Taipei City Based on Urban Development Plan 
End of 2019                                                   Unit:  Hectare 

District 

Land for City Development Land for Other Use 

Grand 

Total 

Residential 

Area 

Industrial 

Area 

Commercial 

Area 

Public 

Facilities 

Area 

Others 

 

Grand 

Total 

Agricul- 
tural & 
Scenic  
Areas 

Reserved 
Area 

Waterside 
& Other 

Area 

Grand Total 12,978 3,790 416 904 7,012 856 14,202 714 6,924 6,564 

           

Songshan 834 215 1 50 304 263 95 1 - 94 

Xinyi  770 261 21 85 373 30 351 - 351 - 

Daan 1,083 302 - 75 670 36 53 - 53 - 

Zhongshan 1,023 218 19 184 505 96 346 148 57 141 

           

Zhongzheng 704 170 - 76 392 67 56 - 10 47 

Datong 409 83 1 79 214 33 159 - - 159 

Wanhua 473 141 - 83 231 18 412 - - 412 

Wenshan 1,677 534 - 54 1,067 21 1,474 63 1,215 196 

           

Nangang 979 140 64 77 687 11 1,205 2 1,162 41 

Neihu 1,404 381 241 37 716 29 1,754 11 1,638 105 

Shilin 1,925 861 28 69 784 182 4,312 10 1,812 2,489 
Beitou 1,697 484 41 34 1,068 69 3,985 479 626 2,880 

Source：Department of Urban Development. 

Note： Including administrative area, culture & education area, entertainment area, airport area, special area 

and others. 
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Source：Department of Urban Development. 
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22. Building Management 

Building management is an important part of urban construction. It is vital to the 

quality and safety of the environment as well as being closely related to the quality of life 

and the rights of the citizens. The function of building management is to maintain public 

safety and protect legitimate rights in order to bring convenience and well being to the 

public. It also carries the dual-purpose of control and service. Is responsible for such key 

tasks as construction permit issuance, construction management, building usage 

management, illegal construction handling and architect management. Other subsidiary 

measures such as health inspections for old buildings, outer wall repair, improvement of 

accessible facilities, evaluation of excellent apartments, green rooftops and green 

community reconstruction are also being implemented. These regulations and measures 

allow building users to take responsibility for their management and maintenance, 

creating a cosmopolitan, liveable environment, shaped as a safe, comfortable and 

beautiful Taipei City. 

In 2019, among all the approved permits for building management totaled 1,265, the 

number of approved construction permits for buildings was 229 or 18.10% of the total. 

The number of buildings covered was 283 with a total floor area of 2,630,930 m2 and the 

total construction cost about NT$42.0 billion. Residential developments accounted for 

60.42% of the total floor area, which ranked the highest and were followed by office and 

services accounting for 18.96%. To make comparison of building area by administrative 

district, Nangang topped the rest with 572,433m2, followed by Xinyi 362,904 m2, Beitou 

343,631 m2, and Zhongshan fell in the last with 34,832 m2.  

Buildings with Construction Permits Issued in Taipei City 
Unit: Number, m2  

Year 

Grand Total Residential  Office＆Service Others 

No. of 

Buildings 

Floor 

Area 

No. of 

Buildings 

Floor 

Area 

No. of 

Buildings 

Floor 

Area 

No. of 

Buildings 

Floor 

Area 

1968 9,244 3,384,684 8,443 2,686,748 132 125,497 669 572,439 

1971 7,077 4,747,906 6,294 3,476,642 102 469,916 681 801,348 

1981 4,190 8,521,337 3,598 6,771,418 261 1,116,050 331 633,869 

1991 843 3,541,810 576 1,787,143 64 463,800 203 1,290,867 

2001 464 2,832,694 236 872,362 44 444,080 184 1,516,252 

2011 392 2,673,250 239 1,014,640 41 334,990 112 1,323,620 

2016 253 1,924,268 129 786,107 48 436,267 76 701,894 

2017 253 1,864,052 150 932,264 20 380,560 83 551,228 

2018 313 2,478,220 212 1,481,679 24 606,639 77 389,902 

2019 283 2,630,930 183 1,589,550 48 498,878 52 542,502 

Source：Department of Urban Development. 

Note： Including residential houses, residential buildings, and shop-residential buildings. In 2006, the categories  

                were redefined to only include dormitory-style residences and farmhouses . 
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23. Housing 
As the capital of Taiwan, construction never ceases in Taipei City, so new and old 

buildings rub shoulders with each other that gives the city its diverse architectural 
appearance. There is Taipei 101, one of the tallest buildings in the world, old, residential 
low-rise neighborhoods where people have lived for decades, or even houses that date 
back to the Japanese Colonial period with a century of Taipei's history inscribed into 
every brick and tile. 

According to the house tax statistics compiled by Taipei Revenue Service, the City 
had a total of 1,186,669 households covering a total area of 203.60 million m2 in 2019. Of 
all the households, 946,497 were for residence, covering the area of 97.75 million m2. The 
living space for each person was 36.96 m2 in 2019. The size of living space for each 
person increased by 1.42% as compared with 36.44 m2 of the previous year. That also 
showed a rise of 2.7-fold over 9.99 m2 in the end of 1971. The area for each house was 
103.27 m2. The size of every house decreased by 0.07% as compared with 103.34 m2 of 
the previous year. The Family Income and Expenditure Survey conducted in 2018 showed 
that 83.40% of families had their own residential housing, higher than 50.35% in 1976. 

The reinforced concrete and prefabricated structures accounted for 77.57% of the 
total housing area that occupied 203.60 million m2, and the steel reinforced concrete 
structures accounted for 13.88%. On the other hand, houses made of brick, wooden, 
bamboo, and mud, which have been gradually replaced by modern buildings, are expected 
to diminish in the future. 

A total of 198 building use permits were issued in 2019 with a total number of 279 
buildings, 1,561,879 m2, of which 49.18% was for residential use. 

To make Taipei affordable to residents, Taipei City Government has developed a new 
housing strategy based on renting instead of buying by means of consulting with domestic 
and international experts, as well as the experience of other countries. The government is 
now backing the construction of "Public Housing" and at the end of 2019, a total of 2,307 
units in 16 public housing sites were made available for rental. Public housing not only 
provides a roof over the citizen’s head but also integrates public services like commercial 
businesses in the neighborhood, arenas for social activities, open spaces, social welfare 
facilities, car parks, urban gardens and other peripheral community facilities. Through the 
urban planning program, it creates new lifestyles and promotes unity and harmony in the 
community. 

Housing Units and Floor Area in Taipei City 
Unit: Household, 1,000 m2 

(End of) Year and Item 

Grand Total Residence Others  Public Hosing 
for Rent 

No. of 
Households Area 

No. of 
Households Area 

No. of 
Households 

Area 
No. of 

Households 

End of 1971 220,366 24,695 177,732 18,373 42,634 6,322 - 

2011 1,089,541 178,554 877,823 92,331 211,718 86,224 - 

2017 1,160,099 217,698 928,222 97,061 231,877 120,637 1,008 

2018 1,177,773  200,725  940,897  97,237  236,876  103,489  1,978 

2019 1,186,669 203,598 946,497 97,748 240,172 105,850 2,307 

Steel Reinforced Concrete 41,055 28,254 22,181 4,178 18,874 24,077 - 
Reinforced Concrete and 
Prefabrication 
 

988,104 157,928 797,021 80,894 191,083 77,033 - 

Reinforced Brick 109,907 12,745 89,812 9,637 20,095 3,108 - 

Brick Stone 28,995 2,440 23,581 1,822 5,414 618 - 

Wooden 8,479 539 6,960 410 1,519 129 - 

Others 10,129 1,692 6,942 806 3,187 885 - 

Source：Taipei Revenue Service. 

Note： These were the data from house tax registration, since 1985, the levy of house tax has amended from  twice per year to 

once per year (commenced on May 1st). 
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Buildings Licensed for Use by Taipei City 
Unit：Number, m2 

Year 

Grand Total Residence  Others 

No. of 
Buildings Floor Area 

No. of 
Buildings Floor Area 

No. of 
Buildings Floor Area 

1968 11,362 2,011,949 6,197 1,591,926 5,165 420,023 

1971 4,977 2,872,320 2,901 1,850,664 2,076 1,021,656 

1981 3,604 5,277,772 3,148 4,119,456 456 1,158,316 

1991 824 2,768,362 591 1,251,430 233 1,516,932 

2001 553 2,996,275 375 1,376,493 178 1,619,782 

2011 505 2,058,625 317 1,219,038 188 839,587 

2016 280 1,586,611 177 956,217 103 630,394 

2017 270 1,677,109 184 821,794 86 855,315 

2018 342 2,097,211 189 956,808 153 1,140,403 

2019 279 1,561,879 150 768,100 129 793,779 

Source：Department of Urban Development. 

Note： Including residential houses, residential buildings, and shop-residential building. Redefined in 2006, which 

only contains residence of dormitory and farmhouses. 
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24. Green Resources and Greenification 

 In the continuous effort to create high quality urban living in Taipei, the Taipei City 

Government will continue to drive the program to create green space and beautify the 

entire city. Flowers, greenery and wood are used to create green spaces that, in addition to 

protecting the ecological and aesthetic aspects of the landscape, provide an environment 

for the urbanites to de-stress and reduce the urban heat island effect caused by 

construction and the congested road system. 

As of the end of 2019, the area of generalized green resource was 14, 006 hectares or 

51.53% of the area of the city territory and each resident was able to enjoy an average of 

52.95 m2 of generalized green source. There were 607 parks in the city with total area of 

9.58 million m2 subordinated to Public Works Department. In addition, there were also 

214 green fields with area of 0.68 million m2 together with 140 sport spots for children, 

riverside parks, plazas and linear parks with area of 5.42 million m2 and the total area was                

15.68 million m2 by the end of 2019. Thus, each citizen had in average a park or green 

field area of 5.93 m2, a 7.2-time increase compared to 0.72 m2 by the end of 1968. Also, 

there were 135 mountain walkways and 20 hiking trails, respectively 104 and 61 

kilometers in length. The area of roadside greenification was 231.92 thousand m2 in 2019, 

and there were 1,983 beautification of back alleys cumulatively completed as the end of 

2019. 

Green Resources and Greenification in Taipei City  

Unit: Number, 1,000 m2 

End of Year
 

Green 

Resources 

Area 

 

Constructed Parks and Green Fields  
Area of 

Roadside 

Greenifi- 

cation 
 

Cumulative 

Number of 

Back Alleys 

Beautified 

Parks Green Fields 

Sport Spots 

for Children 

and Riverside 

Parks 

Plazas and 

Linear Parks 

(Hectare) No. Area No. Area No. Area No. Area 

1968 - 25 1,011 16 150 - - - - - - 

1971 - 30 1,047 37 264 - - - - - - 

1981 - 157 3,690 162 430 - - 15 49 - - 

1991 - 360 8,192 330 1,068 - - 15 99 - - 

2001 12,767 484 7,144 184 730 35 4,623 23 147 23.17 50 

2006 12,866 524 7,523 192 712 39 4,860 29 152 28.14 233 

2011 13,491 551 7,898 206 676 38 4,873 38 196 117.31 689 

2016 13,940 576 8,582 207 678 38 4,873 40 197 196.22 1,468 

2017 13,985 581 8,586 211 685 38 4,873 41 209 191.67 1,604 

2018 13,937 601 9,422 212 682 36 4,871 81 466 218.23 1,767 

2019 14,006 607 9,580 214 677 36 4,871 104 551 231.92 1,983 

Source： Public Works Department, Department of Urban Development.  

Note： Including the area of constructed parks, green fields, plaza, sport spots for children, athletic complex, 

educational square, riverside parks and scenic area subordinated to Taipei City Government, reserved 

area and national parks, but before 2008 only included the area subordinated to Public Works 

Department, reserved area and National Park. 

Only including the area subordinated to Public Works Department. 

Data of year. 
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25. Roads 

In the light of the fact that the consummate road system is the core foundation for the 
development of the city. The city government has always focused on planning and 
maintenance of streets and roads in the Taipei city. The 1969 census statistics offered by 
Maintenance Office, Public Works Department of Taipei City Government, showed that 
the roads in the City by the end of 1969 were 1.01 million meters in total length and 7.97 
million m2 in total area, and 7.88 meters in average width per road. Figures were road 
census figures of the electronic map system at the end of 2016. The figures at the end of 
2018 were road census figures at the end of 2016 plus the figures for the new constructed 
road in 2019. By the end of 2019, the numbers had increased respectively to 1.41 million 
meters, 22.20 million m2, and 15.74 meters. 

Taipei City Government established “Taipei City Road & Pipeline Information 
Center” in 2015, setting up the construction APP circular and instant photography system. 
Have road construction cases are immediately and publicly available for online inquiry to 
facilitate the citizen supervision. The cloud big data of the road construction can be used 
to complete the historical road construction data of Taipei City through the GPS, 
positioning the location with the previous construction records, so as to achieve the 
openness and transparency of road construction, and sets “safety first”, “harmony 
together”, “quality improvement”, “optimization of geographic information”, and 
“information transparency” as the five major service targets and implements intelligent 
technologies to tackle road and pipeline problems in the metropolitan area. By doing so, it 
aims to offer citizens a safe living environment, flat and smooth roads, and a clean sky. 

Total Length and Area of Roads in Taipei City  

Width

 End of 2019 End of 2018 End of 1969 Change 

No.

 

(1)
 % No.

 

(2)
 % No. % Amount

 

(3)=(1)-(2)

 % 

(3)/(2)×100

 

 Length (m) 

Grand Total 1,410,405 100.00 ⓡ1,409,599 100.00 1,010,732 100.00 806 0.06 

less than 10 meters  777,058 55.09 ⓡ776,272 55.07 789,096 78.07 786 0.10 

10- less than 20 meters 235,284 16.68 ⓡ235,264 16.69 163,058 16.13 20 0.01 

20- less than 30 meters 224,012 15.88 224,012 15.89 34,871 3.45 0 0.00 

30- less than 40 meters 64,397 4.57 ⓡ64,397 4.57 10,730 1.06 0 0.00 

40 meters and more 109,654 7.78 109,654 7.78 12,977 1.28 0 0.00 

 Area (m2) 

Grand Total 22,200,944 100.00 ⓡ22,184,614 100.00 7,965,081 100.00 16330 0.07 

less than 10 meters  5,236,186 23.59 ⓡ5,225,682 23.56 4,202,735 52.76 10504 0.20 

10- less than 20 meters 3,471,916 15.64 ⓡ3,469,590 15.64 2,119,755 26.61 2326 0.07 

20- less than 30 meters 5,247,266 23.64 5,243,766 23.64 767,175 9.63 3500 0.07 

30- less than 40 meters 2,230,938 10.05 ⓡ2,230,938 10.06 343,372 4.31 0 0.00 

40 meters and more 6,014,640 27.09 6,014,640 27.11 532,044 6.68 0 0.00 

Source：Public Works Department. 

Note： The figures at the end of 2018 were road census figures at the end of 2016 plus the figures for the new 

constructed road since 2017. 
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26. Sewerage 

The sewer system is the blood vein of the city. The network covers every corner and 
quietly delivers the wastewater to the wastewater treatment plant for purification. The 
wastewater treatment plant will clean the domestic wastewater through the professional 
treatment processes such as sludge interception, sedimentation, aeration, disinfection, and 
sludge drying, and release it only after it meets the national effluent standards to avoid 
polluting the water bodies such as rivers, lakes and oceans. The water is also conserved to 
improve environmental health and residential quality. Modern wastewater treatment 
plants act as water recycling plants as well since reusing water is a future trend that will 
ensure the sustainability and conservation of water resources.  

By the end of 2019, there were 2,733.06 kilometers of accumulated sewer system 
completion length, 901,110 households of accumulated sewer connection, and 79.45% of 
household sewer connection rate. Compared to the data as of the end of 2001, the increase 
was 145.21% for accumulated length of completion, 1.43 times for accumulated number 
of connection households, and 40.53 percent points for household sewer connection rate 
in the last 18 years. During the course of construction, we persevered despite the many 
setbacks, and finally were able to reap the fruit of success.  In the pipeline maintenance, 
there were 5,622 cases of pipeline blockage clearing and repair services and the length of 
pipeline clearing was 75,193 meters in 2019. 

General Situation of Sewerage Construction and Pipeline Maintenance 

in Taipei City 

End of Year 

Accumulated 
Length of 

Sewer System 
Completion 

 

(km) 

Accumulated 
Number of 

Sewer 
Connection 
Households 
(Household) 

Household 
Sewer 

Connection 
Rate 

 

(%) 

Houses 
Connection 

Rate of 
Public 

Sanitary 
Sewers 

 

(%) 

Percentage 
of Population 

Served by 
Wastewater 
Treatment 

Plants 

 

(%) 

Cases of 
Pipeline 
Blockage 
Clearing 

and Repair 
Services 

 

(Case) 

Length of 
Pipeline 
Clearing 

 

(m) 

1974 0.62 - - - - - - 

1976 5.67 - - - - - - 

1981 42.41 - - - - - - 

1991 545.90 - - - 21.16 - - 

2001 1,114.57 370,893 38.92 52.54 56.33 3,236 20,818 

2006 1,751.28 564,110 55.97 79.70 85.72 4,363 11,699 

2011 2,328.50 749,606 67.94 100.00 100.00 4,872 66,313 

2016 2,662.64 850,391 75.17 76.44 81.07 4,661 70,235 

2017 2,684.63 860,859 75.68 77.18 81.81 4,917 75,415 

2018 2,703.41 873,423 76.54 78.18 82.81 4,290 69,044 

2019 2,733.06 901,110 79.45 83.60 84.83 5,622 75,193 

Source：Public Works Department. 

Note： Referred to those inspected and accepted. 

Household Sewer Connection Rate=Accumulated No. of Household Connected to Public Sanitary Sewers 

and Specific Sanitary Sewers/No. of Households with Doorplate × 100.  

Percentage(Rate)=Accumulated No. of Connected Households×  Household Mean Size/No. of Citizen× 100. 

Before 2013, Household Mean Size was 4. 

Data exceeding 100% were shown 100%. 

Data of year. 47 
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27. Flood Prevention and Drainage 

 Taipei City is situated in a basin with Danshui, Keelung, and Xindian Rivers running 
through the city. Water from rainfall from the mountain flows into the city area whenever 
there is heavy rain and typhoon.  If the rain is too heavy and continuous that the volume of 
rainwater exceeds the capacity of the sewerage system, flood will occur. In order to 
respond to extreme climate challenges and strengthened urban flood-fighting and 
water-holding capacity, the city government is building and expanding the rainwater 
drainages, flood detention ponds and pump stations. A high level of urbanization means 
there are buildings and impermeable paving everywhere in the city. The difficulty of 
water retention and permeability increases the risk of flooding. The city government is 
therefore actively building water-permeable road pavement. Apart from solving the 
problem of water puddles on roads, it will also reduce the burden on the drainage system 
and replenish ground water. Taipei City can then become a sponge habitable city where 
the people can be closed to the water while enjoying its diverse aquatic environment and 
ecology. 

In light of the importance of flood prevention, the City Government started to actively 
reinforce the construction of a variety of flood prevention facilities which were expanded 
to a considerable extent by the end of 1981. For example, there were 91,871 meters of 
dike, 21,092 meters of revetment, 112 sets of spur dike, 29 pumping stations, 251 sets of  
lockgate and power-controlled lockgate, and 17 adjustgates. By the end of 2019, there 
were 116,756 meters of dike, 65,198 meters of revetment, 108 sets of spur dike, 66 
pumping stations, 341 sets of lockgate and power-controlled lockgate, and 53 adjustgates. 
Compared to the data as of the end of 1981, the increase was 27.09% for length of dike, 
2.09 times for length of revetment, 37 for number of pumping stations, 90 for number of 
lockgates and power-controlled lockgates, and 36 for number of adjustgates and the only 
decrease was 4 for spur dikes in the last 38 years. In the aspect of drainage systems, there 
were 522 kilometers of rainwater drainage constructed, and the implementation rate was 
96.70% at the end of 2019. There were 16 flood detention ponds, and the detention 
volume was 275,665 square meters. In 2019, the area of water permeable pavement 
sidewalk constructed was 26,358 square meters. 

Flood Prevention Facilities in Taipei City 

End of Year 
Dike 

(m) 

Revetment 

(m) 

Spur Dike 

(Set) 

Pumping Station 

(Number) 

Lockgate and 

Power-Controlled 

Lockgate (Set) 

Adjustgate 

(Number) 

1968 30,960 5,725 11 5 - - 

1971 39,741 8,024 32 14 - - 

1981 91,871 21,092 112 29 251 17 

1991 97,670 33,954 114 40 245 25 

2001 105,318 58,662 106 50 256 37 

2006 116,756 64,668 106 55 258 42 

2011 116,756 64,828 108 64 281 42 

2016 116,756 65,198 108 66 339 53 

2017 116,756 65,198 108 66 339 53 

2018 116,756 65,198  108 68 335 53 

2019 116,756 65,198 108 66 341 53 

Source： Public Works Department. 
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Drainage Systems in Taipei City 

End of 

Year 

Rainwater Drainage 
Accumulated 

Area of Water 

Permeable 

Pavement 

Sidewalk 

(m2) 

Flood Detention Pond 

 

Planned 

Length 

(km) 

Constructed 

Length 

 (km) 

Implementation 

Rate(%) 
Number 

Detention 

Volume 

(m3) 

1999 540 503 93.18 - 4 2,625 

2001 540 511 94.62 - 4 2,625 

2006 540 518 95.94 - 4 2,625 

2011 540 522 96.70 - 5 134,125 

2016 540 522 96.70 41,330 7 173,245 

2017 540 522 96.70 57,956 10 264,245 

2018 540 522 96.70 78,277 14 264,851 

2019 540 522 96.70 104635 16 275,665 

Source： Public Works Department. 
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