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A Way of Ritual and Music—
A Note on the Chinese Traditional

Music Class of Jian Cheng Junior
High School in the Second Year

Writer”HUNG Tzu-Wei Photo,Jian Cheng Junior High School, HUNG Tzu-Wei

Most people barely notice that there is a junior high school closely situated behind the beautiful red brick building of The Museum of
Contemporary Art, Taipei (MOCA). Jian Cheng Junior High School is situated at the heart of the cultural area of the north of Taipei
City, and shares the elegant old buildings of former Jian Cheng Elementary School built in 1919 with MOCA. The only special Chinese

traditional music class in Taipei City is now here.

The Chinese traditional music class of Jian Cheng Junior High School close to Taipei Confucius Temple is located in Tatung District.
It was established by the efforts of SUN, Rui-Jin, who is the leader of musicians at the Confucius memorial ceremony and a disciple
of Confucius.

Ritual and Music Inheritance Before Confucius Temple

SUN, Rui-Jin has been the leader of musicians at the Confucius memorial ceremony for more than 30 years and has been devoted to
the preservation of the movements for the memorial ceremony and the education of Chinese traditional music for many years. He used
to teach courses of Chinese traditional music at National Taiwan University of Arts and several music experimental classes in Taipei

City, and he is also a professional consultant for Taipei City Government.

Jian Cheng Junior High School ~ Nanmen Junior High School and Ren Ai Junior High School ,Three schools joint concert
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Students are required to minor in piano to simultaneously

train their basic abilities in Western music

Before the establishment of the Chinese traditional music class,
there was a clear gap between earlier and later stages in Chinese
traditional music education in Taipei City. For students who are
interested in learning Chinese traditional music, there is no
Chinese traditional music class in elementary and junior high
schools and a few classes in senior high schools. However, there
are many departments of Chinese traditional music in universi-
ties, forming a learning path with a few options in earlier stages
but many options in later stages. As a result, it is difficult to

continue Chinese traditional music education systematically.

Collecting the opinions given by many people in music industry,
SUN Rui-Jin integrated the strengths from the government and
people in society, discussed with a councilor LI KENG,
Kuei-Fong, Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) and the Depart-
ment of Education, Taipei City Government, and eventually
contributed to the establishment of the Chinese traditional music
class of Jian Cheng Junior High School. It is the only Chinese
traditional music class in Taipei City, it is also an important
cornerstone to the establishment of a complete education system

for Chinese traditional music.

Be Unique in the Wave of Globalization

The principle of this Chinese traditional music class is focusing
on the theories and practices in Chinese and Western music
equally, and training should be started from an early age. In
addition to majoring in Chinese traditional music, students are
required to minor in piano to simultaneously train their basic
abilities in Western music. Under the planning of SUN Rui-Jin,
all scores and parts of music have been translated to staves, and
the missing parts in the original scores have been replaced by

other musical instruments.

Therefore, students’ ability to read sheet music can be properly
trained and the traditional way of teaching Chinese traditional
music, which emphasizes more on oral teaching with different
numbered musical notations provided for different musical
instruments, can be altered to establish a complete and well-or-

ganized learning system.

In the pursuit of aesthetics, Jian Cheng Junior High School
provides students with long-term cultural education, leading
them to find their roots in Taiwan’s abundant culture and

cultivate their own cultural souls.

Taking Dialogues with Ancestors — Taiwanese Indigenous
Ancient Tunes and African Tribal War Drums performed by
TCO in 2014 as an example, the school brings students to under-
stand how the combination of Chinese traditional music, indige-
nous ancient tunes, nose flute and Jew’s harp together creates the
unique performance embedded with the characteristics of
Taiwan. It is a weapon for Taiwan’s musicians to stun the world

and strengthen root in the wave of globalization.

Walk Your Way

HWANG, Chi-Ching, the principal of Jian Cheng Junior High
School, states that cultural heritage has always been the essential
principle of the school located in Tatung District, a cultural area
consisting of many historic sites. The school has established
several clubs such as Lantern Club, Calligraphy Club and Tea
Ceremony Club to guide students to learn more about traditional
cultural skills. Also, a special “encountering and reading” course
is arranged to take students out from classroom and walk into
many cultural sites such as Huayin Street, Ri Xing Type Foundry
and Zhongshan Linear Park to expand their perception of art,
culture and life. It is believed that the accumulation of experi-
ence and knowledge will be the richest spiritual resource for

these young artists in the school.

The Chinese traditional music class has been approximately
established for two years. In addition to organizing the admis-
sion of the third session, the school also cooperates with parents,
musical consultants and Taipei City Government to actively
build a better learning path for students. Chinese percussion has
been officially included in 2021 Joint Screening Test of Senior
High School Music Class in Northern Taiwan. Based on the
experience of running a music class, the school expects to help
promote the establishment of Chinese traditional music class in
other senior high schools, paving a way completely and system-
atically for students who are interested in Chinese traditional

music.
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