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n recent years, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) has
Icontinuously presented innovative programs of inter-
disciplinary nature, expanding the definition of “Chinese music”
It is hoped that these innovative original works will become
classic pieces to pass on generations.

The Four Women in Puppet Master LEE Tien-Lu’s Life, a hokkien-
language opera piece which concludes this year’s Traditional
Arts Festival, is exactly one of such original works. Composed by
CHIEN Nan-Chang, a recipient of the National Award for Art, the
production features outstanding artists in Taiwan’s art and literary
circle, including poet LU Han-Hsiu, playwright LAl Mei-Chen,
director Chris TSENG, top vocalists and theater professionals,
as well as members of the CHEN Hsi-Huang Traditional Puppet
Troupe, who collaborate with the TCO to bring the unique piece
to life. Please join us on this journey through the lives of LEE and
his four women as well as the story of the great time.

The “Plucking the String” series, on the other hand, is designed
for Chinese chamber music. The Traditional Episode is
orchestrated by TANG Liangxing, Chinese music master from
southern China, and features Chinese traditional ancient
tunes and famous southern Chinese stringed music, while
The Contemporary Episode showcases works by composers
from different age groups and with different characteristics. By
inheriting traditional spirit while developing various elements
of contemporary music, we hope to establish a benchmark for
the development of chamber Chinese music in terms of the
structure, forms, styles, and language.

Whether it is in form of orchestra or chamber concert,
contemporary Chinese music has to accumulate its energy
through building up a great amount of repertoire. By planning
and performing concerts, we try to make modern music
creations to reflect the traditional spirit and to build up the
repertoire. Perhaps not all of the works may be performed again,
but it is still worth doing it even only one out of ten pieces can
pass on to generations to come.

Olma L;’F-w
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The TCO Theater—The Four Women in Puppet Master LEE Tien-Lu5 Life
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n 1990, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO) produced its

first opera piece The 100th Bride. Now, 27 years later, the
TCO aims to break new ground with its original Hokkien-
language opera piece, The Four Women in Puppet Master
LEE Tien-Lu’s Life.

Based on an article by LU Han-Hsiu, this piece is conducted
by TCO Director CHENG Li-Pin, composed by CHIEN Nan-
Chang, a recipient of the National Award for Arts, and
written by LAl Mei-Chen. LU also joined the team as
its poem and script director. Top vocalists and theater
professionals from Taiwan, as well as members of the
CHEN Hsi-Huang Traditional Puppet Troupe, are set to
collaborate with the TCO to bring the unique piece to life.

The greatest challenge in composition, according to
CHIEN Nan-Chang, is to harmonize the rhythm of words
with the melody of music in order to incorporate five
pieces of Hokkien poems into the opera. LAl Mei-Chen
says that this opera, set in Taiwan during the Japanese
colonial period and shortly after the end of World War
I, focuses on the interactions between LEE Tien-Lu and

v

the four women in his life between 20 and 44 years of
age, showcasing their emotions and affections as well
as the difficult life of ordinary people in Taiwan and their
unconventional way of living.

The entire piece consists of two acts and five scenes
along with a range of singing and dance performances.
In addition, Director Chris TSENG particularly emphasizes
the dramatic tension to include both real and illusory
elements, and audiences can even see traditional
puppet show settings on the stage. The CHEN Hsi-Huang
Traditional Puppet Troupe makes five new puppets
particularly for this production, and designs their
costumes in different colors to present the four different
female characters. At the end, the focus on the stage
is again turned from singers and puppets back to LEE,
reflecting his life full of sorrows and happiness.

“Life is but a stage. Four romances in his life all turn into
stories in the theater. Which one is real? Perhaps, for Master
LEE, the only real world is the one in the puppet show,
where he lives his life without any disguise,’ so says TSENG.
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On 6 May, Liao Chiung-Chih, praised as Taiwan’s top “Kudan” (the sorrowful female character in the

Taiwanese opera), is invited to perform, along with many famous Taiwanese opera performers, in Living

National Treasure IlI--Songs of the Peon. The program, based on Liao’s experiences in performing the

Taiwanese opera for more than six decades.
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ith the flourishing communications of information

on the Internet, the world has become a global
village. As a member in the global village, it has become an
irresistible trend to better understand music and cultures
from different countries. Since entering the 21st century,
the close exchanges between Taiwan and Southeast Asian
countries have infused new colors to the already diversified
cultures in Taiwan. The 2017 World Music Series will lead the
audiences to follow the route of Marco Polo, passing through
the Silk Road to Turkey and reaching ancient Thailand, so
that they can experience various flavors of different music.

Italian explorer Marco Polo escorted Mongolian Princess
Kokochin (literally meaning “sky blue”) of the Bulughan
family from China to Persia, and fell in love with her on the
way. They travelled by the sea and stopped at Singapore,

By Lu Chia-Chen
Photo courtesy of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra

where their love budded and blossomed. The romantic story
is re-told by Liu Yuan's Marco Polo and Princess Blue in this
concert. In addition to Marco Polo’s travel, Guan Naizhong's
Singapore Capriccio conveys the warmth of Southeast Asia,
while The Voyage selected from Admiral of the Seven Seas by
Law Wei Lun also recounts the hardship of Chen Ho's voyage.
Please open your mind and embrace the beautiful music

from the South Seas!

Starting from China’s Chang’an (now known as Xi'an) in the

east and ending at Constantinople (now known as Istanbul)




in the west, the Silk Road, featuring deserts and
mountains with jingling camel bells on caravans,
used to be the traffic artery connecting Europe
and Asia. With its strategic location, Istanbul has
long served as a major hub for the commaodity
trade between the East and the West. Let's visit this

ancient country with music and encounter the blue Turkey!

Turkish female singer Yildiz ibrahimova, accompanied by
Turkish traditional music instruments Kanun and Ney, which
sounds like Chinese Yangqin and Dizi, will present music with
traditional characteristics from her hometown. Audiences
are cordially invited to enjoy an evening with flavors from
Asia Minor.

Music Beyond Boundaries

An exquisitely-planned concert connects the mentalities of
Europe and Asia with beautiful music.

Two years ago, Frans-Aert Burghgraef, Assistant Conductor
of Dutch Radio Philharmonic Orchestra, came all the way
to Taiwan to participate in an international conducting
competition beyond the barriers of music types and
languages. The First Prize he won proves that music indeed
is beyond boundaries and cultures. Before the competition,
he admitted, he was unfamiliar with Chinese Music and for
him, the competition became a great, magnificent and very

rewarding adventure.

Now, the European conductor will come back to Taiwan
again to conduct the award-winning concert. He will present

music from Yunnan, Beijing and Turkey, further proving that

only music can create a spiritual paradise for all of us.

The Charm of Siam

Thailand was named as Siam in the past and the name was
not changed to the Kingdom of Thailand until 1949. As a
Buddhist country in which over 90 percent of population is
Buddhists, Thailand is heavily influenced by the religion and
its traditional cultures also feature strong Buddhist flavor.

Classical Thai ensembles are divided into three major types,
defined by the instruments used, the forms of performance,
and the social environments giving rise to each of
them: Piphat ensemble, featuring wind and percussion
instruments; Khrueang sai ensemble, consisting mainly of
string and percussion instruments and flutes; and Mahori
ensemble, combining the instruments of the above two.

The concert features musicians from the Taipei Chinese
Orchestra and Thailand, performing Thai xylophone, brass
gong circle, flute, and two-stringed and three-stringed
instruments, demonstrating the various styles of Thai music.
Wu Rung-Shun, Director of National Center for Traditional Art
in Taiwan, is invited to produce the guide to music so that
the audience can better understand and further compare
the music of the two countries.
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TCO organizes a performance showcasing the exchanges of Dizi masters from both sides of the Taiwan
Strait. The freshly-announced winners of the Dizi contest will also share their joy, honor, and of course,

their talents on the stage.
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“Plucking the String” series, covering a wide
range of works from traditional ancient tunes,
the re-arranged southern Chinese stringed
music, to brand-new avant-garde works, presents
the whole spectrum of Chinese music concerts.
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This is a concert with two-way thinking:

searching for colors in sounds while looking for
sounds in colors. In these dialogues of colors and
music, Erhu musician CHEN Tyng-Yi explores all
the possible colors for each of the sounds.
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