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Strict in Self-discipline and Grateful
in Mind-Young Conductor TSENG Wei-Yung

Writer, ' LIU Wei-Hua Dictation ~ Photo,”” TSENG Wei-Yung

Erhu cured his hyperactivity since childhood, and the conductor opened another window of his life. Being willing to share and being

grateful, he always remembers the words of his mentor, "Don't be ashamed to ask," face your own shortcomings and look at ups and

downs with humility...

TSENG Wei-Yung
Education background: Graduated from the Department of Chinese Music, Tainan National University of the Arts, major-
ing in Erhu and conducting; graduated from the master's program in the Conducting Group of Department of Music,

National Taiwan Normal University.
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Meet Erhu

When [ was young, I showed a tendency of hyperactivity. My
parents racked their brains to find a solution other than taking
drugs. It just so happened that they loved Chinese music so I
joined the school’s Chinese orchestra, and also signed up for

various sports clubs, hoping to concentrate through trainings.

When I was playing Erhu, I was able to "quiet down". Its sound
attracted me deeply. After graduating from elementary school, 1
was admitted to the "Taipei Chinese Orchestra Junior Youth
Orchestra ". At that time, I found that everyone was brilliant, so
1 worked harder to practice Erhu, and decided to go to the
Chinese Music Department of National Tainan University of the
Arts after graduating from junior high school. I would like to
thank Mr. CHU Wen-Pin for his instruction at that time. After
successfully enrolling in Tainan National University of the Arts,
1 was under the instruction of Ms. PENG Li-Ting. Finding that
everyone was better than me, [ faced my own shortcomings
again and practiced all day long. Under the careful guidance of
Ms. PENG, I gradually understood what is meant by "practice"
and consciously solved problems. In the third year of high
school, I participated in the "Erhu Utopia" competition
sponsored by the Association Arts et Cultures du Temple Neuf &
Fondation Chong Zheng Temple, and won the first place.

Walk into a door of conducting

Tainan National University of the Arts pays much attention to
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ensemble. When I was in contact with conducting in the third
year of senior high school, I found that the same orchestra made
quite different voices under the conducting of different conduc-
tors, which was magical. Therefore, I minored in conducting
from the third year of senior high school to the freshman year,
and from the 2nd semester of my freshman year, conducting was
my second major and I was under the tutelage of Mr. KU
Pao-Wen. At that time, the "Youth Conductor" was being
promoted in the Chinese music circle and [ participated in all the
conducting associations. In addition, students had the opportuni-
ty to have an "internship" conducting during the school ensem-
ble, and the senior students’ graduation concert also offered the
opportunity to assist in conducting. In this way, I was able to

conduct the orchestra while studying, which was very helpful.

Face my deficiencies

From Erhu to conducting, I found too many deficiencies in
myself. Many of the classmates had music class background, and
they were very sensitive to sounds. Therefore, I started to learn
harmony, music style, score playing and so on, and train my ears
to distinguish between good and bad sounds. I hope to develop
the ability to analyze music scores, and to master the spirit and
cultivation of music scores, which require a lot of knowledge to
support. At that time, Ms. LU Yun just came to our school to
teach the course of "Ethnic Orchestration", from which I benefit-
ed a lot.

I remember the words of Mr. KU Pao-Wen, my mentor at the
time, "Don’t be ashamed to ask." During that period I studied
crazily and consulted many people. These words have been

engraved in my heart, which are still useful today.

The instruction and enlightenments

of teachers

On the road of learning conducting, [ am very grateful for the
nourishment given by these teachers. In the beginning, Mr. KU
Pao-Wen, my conducting enlightenment teacher, took me along
the way and well trained my basic skills. Being skillful and
efficient, he inspired me how to train the orchestra in the shortest
time and achieve the highest efficiency, allowing me to master
the speed, rhythm and sound field in a quick and effective
manner. After entering the graduate school of National Taiwan
Normal University, [ studied under the instruction of Ms. Hsu
Ching-Hsin. She hopes that students will learn spontaneously,
encourage us to exercise, practice yoga, advocate that all
muscles can be trained, emphasize the link between music and
muscles, and let music exist in the body. After participating in
the conducting camp of the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and
the Taiwan Chinese Orchestra, I was guided by Mr. YAN
Hui-Chang. With a profound background in Chinese Music, his
mastery of Chinese Music grammar and each instrument is quite
accurate. He can immediately achieve the spirit and effect of
music, from which I benefited a lot. In addition, there were also
two opportunities of studying abroad. The first was that I partici-
pated in the conducting camp of South Carolina State University
nd was guided by Dr. Donald Portnoy. This was the first time I
faced a large number of symphony orchestra repertoire, and it
has been still fresh in my mind so far. The second time was that
I was lucky enough to compete in the Atlantic Music Festival
Conducting Camp (only six people are admitted in global
context). [ was fortunate to be guided by Dr. David Amado. He
taught me about classical and romantic works, guided me to
understand music from rational thinking, and changed my way

of interpreting works.

Unforgettable conducting competition

In 2017, I participated in the Intemational Conducting Competi-
tion jointly organized by Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra and
Taiwan Chinese Orchestra. At that time, [ was in the first year of
the postgraduate program and entered the semi-finals. In the end
I unexpectedly won three awards: the Best Interpretation of
Hong Kong Works, the Best Interpretation of Taiwan Works,
and the Most Popular Conductor Award. Originally, I only
aimed to learn by participating, but after unexpectedly winning
these awards, I began to feel pressure. In the final concert, I
failed to well adjust my mental and spiritual state, which caused
my feet to cramp before going on stage. | remember that when I
was conducting MU Guiying Takes Command, 1 was almost
unable to accurately control my limbs, and finally I got the

second place. For the next month or two, it was difficult for me

to forget that disappointment and [ was determined to improve
my physical condition. This competition gave me a lot of
inspiration and reflection. Now I go out to exercise at 5 o'clock
in the moming and have a mature attitude towards people and

things.

Being grateful for everything

After embarking on the path of conducting, I learned from more
teachers. Fortunately, I gained the trust of both teachers and
seniors, who gave me the opportunity to conduct professional
orchestras. Of course, [ also worked hard to make all prepara-
tions and cherish every opportunity, hoping not to let others
down. And when I share my feelings in my heart with each
performer, and face the music with everyone, the kind of touch

on the stage is beyond words.

Finally, I would like to share with you that people who learn
music must face themselves sincerely and look straight at their
strengths and weaknesses. Music is a lifelong path and I look
forward to face this great art with all of you to feel it and create

beautiful music together.

Tseng Wei-Yung’S IG and FB

19



	1218-1 NO.74_頁面_09
	1218-1 NO.74_頁面_10
	1218-1 NO.74_頁面_11

