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Seek Local Environment °
Temper the Life—TCO 2020/21 Season

Writer,” HUNG Tzu-Wei Photo,” TCO

After experiencing the epidemic storm in the first half of the year, the TCO 2020/21 Season has launched a total of eight series of

themes, namely “Virtuoso”, “TCO Star”, “Rising Star”, “Brilliance”, “Championship”, “Exquisite”, “TCO Family” and “Performing

Feast”, showing the progressive faith that the turbulence will not affect ambition.

According to CHENG Li-Pin, Head of TCO, there are two important principles in the planning of the season. First, the performers are
mainly Taiwanese musicians, which not only provides a stage for Taiwanese talents, but also avoids the risk that foreign musicians can
not come to Taiwan when the epidemic situation changes. Second, the performances are prepared with alternatives. If the epidemic
prevention regulations are adjusted again, the performances of large groups will be converted to live online concerts at any time, so that

the performances can be performed as scheduled.

Ars Nova I — The Celestial Web —
Erhu : Zhongruan :
LIANG Wen-Hsuan MA Hsin-Yu

The Celestial Web —
Double Bass :
CHEN Hung-Chih

The Harmany among Heaven,
Earth and People —
Di : LAI Yi-Chun
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Inheritance and Evolution

of Classic and Innovation

As the opening concert of the new music season, the concert of
“Evolution - Song of Life” on September 9 is expected to
inspire society to start afresh with the Spirit of Taiwan. 2020 is
the fifth anniversary of the death of Taiwan musicians MA
Shui-Long and HSIAO Tyzen, so MA Shui-Long: Concerto for
Bamboo Flute and Chinese Orchestra and HSIAO Ty-zen:
Concerto in C, Op.52 for Cello and Chinese Orohestra are select-
ed to commemorate the two legendary masters. In addition to the
classic tracks, TCO will once again perform Evolution, a
four-movement Chinese classical symphony commissioned by
composer WANG I-Yu in 2016.

CHENG Li-Ping said that the concert not only presents the
artistic pursuit of Taiwanese musicians across the ages, but also
reflects the composer's view on life, which is of special signifi-
cance to Taiwan society just breaking away from the shadow of
the epidemic. At the same time, the performance of this
large-scale multi-movement symphony, which is rarely seen in
Chinese classical music, is extremely difficult. The re-perfor-
mance in this year is also a self-examination to the growth of the

orchestra over the past four years.

Whimsy Wandering
to Explore the World
In addition to tracing the classics, TCO never stops to explore the

new look of Chinese music.

The “Exquisite” series, mainly composed of recitals and
small-scale traditional Chinese indoor concerts, have always
been the playground for musicians to explore the possibilities of
Chinese music. For example, “Jazz up the Strings — HSU
Ya-Chun's Double Bass Concert”, a crossover innovation of the
fusion of Chinese music and jazz, and “Shaking Thoroughly —
Chinese Music and Percussion around the World”, which
combines Chinese music and world percussion, both show
countless vivid imagination with regards to the appearance of

Chinese music.

In addition to the thematic experiments, “TCO Star” series of
Ars Nova I”, “ The Celestial web - TSENG Wei-Yung & TCO”,
and “The Harmong among Heaven, Earth and people”, “Ars
Nova II” four performances are the beautiful transcripts for the
Cross-year Concerto Commissioned Plan. Different from the
general Commissioned plan, which is mainly composed of
ensembles, this plan has invited many excellent composers to
develop new concertos for different instruments in the past three
years. As the last year of the plan, the accumulation of new
pieces and the improvement of performance level in this music
season are the summary of musicians' hard work in the past three

years. Music fans are welcome to enjoy it.

Sparks and Wonderful Infinite

Moreover, the performances suspended in the first half of the
year due to the epidemic will return in the new music season one
after another, making the season's program list particularly

magnificent.

For example, the popular “TCO Theater” was scheduled to
launch opera and musical drama alternatively year by year, but
in the 2020/21 season, the fans can enjoy the musical When the
Lotus Blooms delayed in the previous season due to the epidem-
ic, as well as the opera Formosa Bloom collaboratively made by
director WEI Te-Sheng, describing the life of Mrs. Mackay-
Tiunn Tshong-Bring, to encourage the public to pull through
with hope inspired by the tough vitality of two ancient and
modern extraordinary females PAN Jinlian and Tiunn

Tshong-Bring.

For another example, the “Championship” series of “Taipei
International Conducting Competition” and “Taipei Chinese
Instrumental Competition”, which were originally the Chinese
music festivals of different seasons, will also appear in this
season due to the impact of the epidemic. The competitive

passion will make people wait with high expectations.

Local Roots, Confidence in Voice
The restrictions caused by the epidemic in 2020 have also

inspired the locally rooted spirit of the season.

Speaking of the strong local characteristics of the season,
CHENG Li-Pin believes that compared with western music, the
development of Chinese music has been less than 100 years, and
it was originally had the disadvantage of the lack of classic
songs. On the other hand, Chinese music shows also have more
space for the new works. Fans can feel the energetic creativity of
many new works this season, which seek to collaborate across
fields and actively develop the forms of expression; or integrate
into the local environment, so that the art can play the social

function of portraying the times and connecting people.

For the 2020/21 season, the impact of the epidemic may also be
a turning point, so we invite music fans to stop their external
pursuit, appreciate the sky and place nurturing ourselves, and
give more attention and applause to Taiwanese music and

Taiwanese musicians.
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