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When We Gather Together — TCO Classroom

Writer /" HUNG Tzu-Wei Photo, HUNG Tzu-Wei * TCO

When we enter the rehearsal room on the third floor of TCO (Taipei Chinese Orchestra), the technicians are busy testing the light and
sound, and the host and musicians are confirming the recording process carefully. Off camera, the TCO Facebook editor sits in front of
the stage with a laptop waiting for passing the questions from audience to the host during live broadcasting later. This is the video

recording studio for TCO Classroom, online teaching courses launched in March by TCO.

Regarding the establishment of TCO Classroom, CHENG Li-Pin, the Director of TCO said, the series of lectures were originally
organized for three musicians, HSIEH Tsung-Hsin, HSU Ya-Chun, and LIN En-Hsu, to online promote their solo concerts which were
expected to be held in the first half of this year. As the saying goes, The best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry. The performanc-
es in the first half of year have been cancelled or suspended due to the quick and unexpected spread of epidemic COVID-19 in March
and April. Nevertheless, online art and cultural activities can still serve audience as usual. This sudden change has made the launch of

TCO Classroom to become a popular live broadcasting program which can make a close connection between the public and musicians.

Young performer of chinese fiddle : XIAO Yi-Fei

RS

Talents of Music in TCO Classroom

TCO Classroom was launched on March 13, 2020 to broadcast
on TCO Facebook at 7 pm every Monday with the courses
initially lectured by three solo musicians. After receiving the
enthusiastic response given by our fans, the principals of the
parts and members in TCO have been invited to take turns for the

courses.

LU Kuan-Yi the host of TCO Classroom, graduated from the
Department of Chinese Music, Chinese Cultural University, and
the Graduate Institute of Aesthetics and Art Management,
Nanhua University. She has been cultivating in the field of
Chinese music for many years. In addition to her rich experience
in hosting and activities, she has also accumulated professional
knowledge of musical theories and the style and background of

different musicians so as to talk about them easily.

Led by the brief and simple introduction of the host, the
musicians interacted with the fans online friendly and unpreten-
tiously like just teaching courses in real life. After the class,
audience could also leave messages for further questions to
make this program full of energy and inspiration. In the program,
for example, people were amazed by watching LI Ting-Yiu, the
professional dulcimer musician in Taiwan, play the dulcimer
excellently and skillfully with his fingers and wrists. They were
also touched by watching CHENG Wen-Hsin, the principal of
pipa (Chinese lute), sincerely share her story of overcoming the
difficulties between art and life.

Guests for Suona, Fiddle and Sheng
With the brainstorm given by LU Kuan-Yi and the guest lecturer
cooperatively, a special and practical perspective is always be

used by “TCO Classroom” to get right to the point.

In the courses of suona, LIN En-Hsu the soprano suona
musician, firstly introduced every part of suona in detail, and
then LIN Jui-Ping the alto suona musician, demonstrated
outstanding skills to quickly shift the sound between different
instruments. In the course of Chinese fiddle, CHEN Hui-Chun
the Concertmaster, introduced the structure of erhu to guide the
tips for practice in the first episode. WANG Ming-Yu Concert-
master, continued in the next episode to give the answers directly
online in response to the fans’ questions about the bow hair and
hand pose when playing the fiddle. With a smile, LU Kuan-Yi
said that she has received responses from many teachers, telling
her that students were often unable to fix the sheng, a reed pipe
wind instrument, after dropping it onto the ground accidently.
LU mentioned it to CHU Le-Ning the alto sheng musician; as a
result, CHU promised to show the audience how to fix the sheng.
Finally, it turned to be a unique teaching course of “dissembling

and assembling the sheng on-site.”

Overcoming Difficulties

by Being a Slashie

TCO Classroom, which has been broadcasting for nearly three
months, has also experienced difficulties from the beginning.
The staff, for example, looked for a way to maintain the high
quality of image and the stability of transmission, and finally
concluded to livesteam on Facebook by the phone 4G network as
well as recording it by camera and uploading the high-quality
image to YouTube. At the same time, TCO Classroom PartIl the
series of Young Musicians, was also launched from May, 2020
at 7 pm every Wednesday as another online teaching course of
TCO. Outstanding musicians from other places will be actively
invited to share their skills and experience in the program.
CHENG Li-Pin said, this series of courses is one of the programs
to help artists overcome the difficulties during this hard time. It
not only provides them with actual opportunities and rewards for
performance, but it also is a stage for new artists to express their

talents independently to the world.

We expect to give all musicians in TCO, nearly 50 regular
members, from the principals of the parts to young performers, a
chance to express their talents and skills independently online in
these weekly courses. Considering the increase of online
audience, we can possibly learn from Berlin Philharmonic to
develop our digital concert hall based on an online payment
mechanism for viewing in the future.

However, in the shadow of epidemic COVID-19, we currently
plan to continuously accompany and support our society with art
s0 as to maintain the audience’s enthusiasm for art performance.
We are waiting here together for the day of reunion in the future.
It is what we expect deeply behind the great efforts made by
TCO.

I TCO Classroom
Show Time : Every Monday 7 * 00 p.m.

I TCO Classroom—
the series of Young Musicians

Show Time : Every Wednesday 7 : 00 p.m.

For more information, scan the QR Code
Or search on Facebook : &% {717 [ £4[&] |
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