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Meet the Youth—TCO “That Year,
Our Music Competition T T]||”
Live Streamed Concert Record

Writer,HUNG Tzu-Wei Photo,” TCO

In February 2020, the team competition of "National Student
Competition of Music ", an important competition in Taiwan,
was suspended due to the epidemic, causing much regret among
the student societies in Taiwan. Since the outbreak, Taipei
Chinese Orchestra (hereinafter referred to as "TCO"), which
always pays close attention to and responds to the society pulse,
decided to launch the themed online concert with specified piece
of team competition from primary school group to junior college
group, and organize related online series of activities, to soothe
the student payout of hard exercise to all kinds of competitions

and events.

The concert of "That Year, Our Music Competition T T|||"
on June 13, is the fourth online concert held by TCO; in addition
to various experiments developing the online audience groups,
the concert invited the well-known conductor LIU Chiang-Pin as
the host, and impart his secret of success acquired as the judge
and in the cultivation of students for competition for many years

in the concert.

“Conductor Daily” The humorous but profound daily conversation

Stage of Inheritance and Observation

LIU Chiang-Bing said that among all the Chinese music
competitions in the world, the National Student Music Competi-
tion in Taiwan is the oldest and largest competition. It not only
has a high degree of fairness and integrity in the competition
system, but also enables the students to develop excellent ensem-
ble ability during the competition, making it a unique advantage

for students in Taiwan.

Speaking of the cohesion of competition to students in Taiwan,
TCO Concertmaster WANG Ming-Yu also said that the compe-
titions are held every year, and are pervasive in all levels of
school clubs, just like an observation platform, letting the
students widen their horizon in playing again and again, and in
many excellent school clubs, it can form a kind of inheritance
spirit of pursuing the predecessors and realizing the self-dili-

gence.
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Meeting Friends with Music,
Gathering Together Online

The concert, centered on students and competition, shows the
youth and vitality of the Internet generation, starting from the
title with emoji. At the same time of the release of the concert
information, TCO also simulated the competition groups, held
the “group” and “individual” online activities in batches, and
called on the students to upload their performance video to TCO
Facebook’s fan page; the top three liked films received an

exclusive gift from TCO.

In addition, as the conductor of this concert, CHIANG
Chen-Hao, associate conductor of TCO, even followed the
model of online celebrities and cooperated with his mentor LIU
Chiang-Bing to shoot a series of leading films named “Conduc-
tor Daily”. The humorous but profound daily conversation
between the two conductors led the way for the publicity of this

concert.

These creative publicity activities produced amazing effects. For
example, within just two weeks, the group activities attracted the
participation of 27 school clubs from 12 counties and cities in
Taiwan, from Pingtung to Kinmen, and all related activities

accumulated over 30,000 likes!

At Turning Point,

Still Keeping the Original Intention
After the epidemic prevention policy was lifted on June 7, the
concert “Our Music Competition in Epidemic Year T T|||” was
transferred to the mode of simultaneous online broadcast and
live performance, which not only became the first full-ticket
Chinese classical music performance in the world, but also
gained almost full box office results. However, in addition to the
interesting publicity activities, the greatest charm of the concert
still lies in the performance of artists incisively and vividly on

the stage.

Mr. CHIANG said humorously that in the first three live
streamed concerts held by TCO, although the feedback on the
Internet was real-time and enthusiastic, the musicians actually
faced empty and silent audiences when they performed. After
three months of being apart, the concert again received a full
house of applause. On the stage, he deeply felt the members'

“revenge enthusiasm” in response to the audience.

In addition to the moving performance, the host LIU
Chiang-Bing's guidance is also a wonderful spiritual feast.
Before the beginning of each song designated for the competi-
tion, LIU would either point out the key in the play, or introduce
the famous music allusions, and even ask the musicians for a live
demonstration in a semi-impromptu manner. The spark rhythm
of the concert not only made the music fans excited, but also
immaterially conveyed the spirit of the National Student Music
Competition in young students’ minds, which has emphasized
for many years that students should not focus on winning or

losing and should focus on self-growth.

New Direction

for Performance Viewing Model

After the completion of the fourth live Streamed concert,
CHENG Li-Pin, General Director of TCO, said that the live
performance is absolutely irreplaceable for the performing arts,
and the artists' creation and performance must be combined with
the audience appreciation and feedback to constitute a complete
performance. At the same time, however, the online viewing
mechanisms such as the Berlin Philharmonic Digital Concert
Hall may also become a new approach for artistic groups. Teams
can increase their income through the paid shows, and audiences
can break through the limitations of time and space to access

various classic performances.

Mr. CHENG said the National Performing Arts Center is already
in contact with the platforms such as Line TV, possibly to
ground the four online concerts in the first half of the year, and
plan to develop a pay channel of TCO, hoping to find a new way
for Taiwan's performing arts environment to embrace both

tradition and fashion.
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