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An Exclusive Interview

With New Members of TCO

Writer,/'LIN I-Tung Photo,~" WU Shi-Chich ~ CHANG Hsin-Wei ~ HAN Hsin-Ling

In 2020, TCO ushered in three young and talented new members, namely, Dizi player HAN Hsin-Ling, Liugin player WU Shi-Chieh

and cello (Gehu) player CHANG Hsin-Wei.

HAN HSiIl-LiIlg was bom in Miaoli. Her first contact
with Dizi was because his grandfather, who was the chairman of
the Community Development Association, invited Rongxing
Hakka Bayin to teach in the community. "At that time, I was
only in the third grade of elementary school, and every week
when the adult group practiced, I would watch it aside. One day,
a teacher gave me a Dizi for me to play." After that, Han
Hsin-Ling entered the school's Chinese Orchestra in the fifth
grade of elementary school and started her musical career in

playing Dizi.

During her seven-year music program in Tainan National
University of the Arts, HAN Hsin-Ling was not particularly
smooth in the competition."In the seven years of high school and
university, [ participated in many competitions, but the results
were often not as good as expected. However, every time
reviewing my deficiencies, I will get new motivation to prepare
for the next competition." Until in her sophomore year, HAN
Hsin-Ling discovered that playing the Dizi was not to pursue
ranking, but to enjoy the current atmosphere and process. Since
then, she got rid of the obsession of gains and losses, and ascend-

ed to a higher level of Dizi playing.

After graduating from university, encouraged by her major
instructor, HAN Hsin-Ling decided to leave Tainan and seek
development in Taipei. During her master's program of the
Department of Chinese Music at National Taiwan University of
the Arts, she began to perform in various well-known Chinese
Orchestras in Taiwan and accumulated a lot of ensemble experi-
ence. "The moment when [ was really attracted by Chinese

music when [ was young was that I listened to the ensemble of
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the Chinese Orchestra. [ thought it would be so brilliant if T could
play in the orchestra when I grew up!" In the beginning, when
she got an opportunity to perform in TCO, HAN Hsin-Ling was
always worried that she would not play well enough, and even
shivered with nervousness. "Later I discovered that although
TCO is a rigorous orchestra, the members and teachers are very
kind. Tt is wonderful to play music with them. The music we
played was very exciting and was exactly the same as what I
heard when [ was young and attracted me!" She believes that
TCO is an important orchestra leading the trend in Taiwan and
all its concerts will affect the selection of repertoires practiced or
performed by other orchestras in the country, which is a model
of all.

HAN Hsin-Ling

WU Shi-Chieh has been learning piano since

childhood, and got into contact with Liuqin in the second grade
of primary school. "In the beginning, I wanted to learn the same
music instrument as my mom, so I chose between Pipa and
Liugin. Because I was not tall at the time, I decided to learn the
Liugin. Mom gave up soon because of the painful fingers in
pressing, but I have been learning until now." After starting to
learn Liugin, WU Shi-Chieh once joined the school’s Chinese
Orchestra. As she grew older, she participated in TCO Senior
Youth Orchestra, TCO Youth Orchestra, and TCO Academy
Orchestra attached to TCO all the way. So far, TCO has played a

significant role in her music career.

"When deciding to embark on the path of music, I started to pay
attention to many professional Chinese orchestras, one of which
was TCO. I have always much admired the teachers of TCO, and
I also dream that one day I could be admitted and play music
with them." Before being admitted to the TCO with Liuqin this
time, WU Shi-Chieh was actually in the TCO for one year as a
Daruan player. Although both Liuqin and Daruan are plucked
instruments, they are not exactly the same in terms of timbre and
range, of which Daruan is prone to rhythm instrument in the
orchestra, while Liuqin is more like melody instrument. "I am
very happy to be able to play Daruan in the orchestra, but when
the TCO had a vacancy for Liuqin, I thought I must work hard
again, because [ want to play my major instrument in the orches-
tra, that is, Liuqin." According to her, having the opportunity to
play Daruan and Liugin in TCO is a very special experience,
which makes her realize the importance of different instruments
in the orchestra. Next, WU Shi-Chieh will show her new look at
TCO as a Liuqin player.

CHANG Hsin-Wel has grown up in a musical environ-
ment. Although she studied Western music, both her mother and
sister devoted themselves to the performance and teaching of
Chinese music. "I started to learn Piano at the age of four, and when
1 was choosing a musical instrument at the age of five, my sister
carrying the violin appointed me to learn the Cello, hoping that I
could play the ensemble with her later. I didn’t expect that she would
later turn to major in Erhu, but we could still play together!"
CHANG Hsin-Wei entered the music class of Guang Fu Elementary
School as a cello major in the third grade. Her learning system has
always been Western music. "In my family, Chinese music is more
'popular’ than Western music, so we often go to concerts of Chinese

music together."

Although she has the habit of appreciating Chinese music works,
CHANG Hsin-Wei has always been studying in the Western music
system, which made her spend a lot of time preparing for the exam of
TCO. "The audition of the cello in the Chinese Orchestra requires not
only excerpts from Chinese music, but also excerpts from Western
music. In terms of the charm, the two are very different, but [ have
less experience in actual playing

Chinese music before. In this regard, my family and teachers
have helped me a lot, and I also feel the beauty and fun of
Chinese music from it." When talking about the similarities and
differences between playing the cello in the Symphony Orches-
tra and the Chinese Orchestra, Chang Hsin-Wei said that the two
have the same concept in ensemble. Both have to think about
how to cooperate with each voice and the role played in the
voice. However, the coordination of timbre and the way of
playing are not the same. In addition, the Chinese Orchestra
often performs new works created by many contemporary
composers to experience the works of composers in the new era.

This is a very interesting challenge for her.

WU Shi-Chieh

CHANG Hsin-Wei

HAN Hsin-Ling, WU Shi-Chieh and CHANG Hsin-Wei all
believe that TCO has played a leading role in the Taiwan music,
whether in art performance or education promotion. They are
honored to be a member of the TCO and contribute to Chinese
music. We are looking forward to seeing the performance of

three new stars in the future!
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