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O will present two major events this October:

the Taipei Chinese Orchestra International

Composition Competition and a tour in China

(the last visit was in 2013). The orchestra will be

performing in the National Centre for the Performing

Arts in Beijing and Shanghai Symphony Orchestra
Hall.

This tour, for which TCO prepared two sets of
programmes, marks a series of “firsts” in China. In
Beijing, TCO will present the Chinese orchestra
version of Musical Sketches of Taiwan by BAO Yuan-
Kai who spent twelve years on this composition;
and the Chinese orchestra version of The Butterfly
Lovers' Violin Concerto, which will feature violinist
LU Siqging. Both works will be performed in China
for the first time. In Shanghai, TCO will participate in
the 18th Shanghai China International Arts Festival.
TCO is one of the only two Chinese music orchestras
invited to participate in the event (Shanghai National
Music Group is the other one). During the event, TCO
principal conductor QU Chunquan will premiere
an erhu concerto of The Yellow River in China.This
tour aims to promote “the cultures of the cities”
by offering an opportunity for musicians, soloists
and composers from Taipei, Beijing and Shanghai
to interact with each another and exchange
experiences and local cultures.

The 2016 TCO International Composition
Competition is an event aimed to discover more
talents and new works of Chinese Music. A
workshop will be hosted during the competition
and chaired by composer Yun Lu. Currently more
than 30 composers from home and abroad have
signed up for the workshop (the original participant
limit was 30 people). The purpose of this workshop
is to encourage composers to think beyond the
western concepts of music composition, re-acquaint
themselves with Chinese music instruments and
further understand the requirements for Chinese
music composition. Music compositions are the
important base on which an orchestra grows and
develops. Hopefully this event can encourage more
people to learn more about Chinese music and
create new Chinese music pieces.

October 2016 | SiLK ROAD 3
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The Taipei Chinese Orchestra will be touring
Beijing and Shanghai in October, 2016 to present
two equally enjoyable concerts with different styles.
The tour marks the season’s last overseas concerts
where the TCO showcases various characteristics of
Taiwan or urban images of Taipei in its programs. As
is customary, the TCO always seeks to collaborate
with local orchestras or musicians in its overseas
concerts to facilitate and deepen exchanges
between cities.

Painting Musical Sketches of Taiwan
in Beijing with Violinist LU Siqing
Debuting The Butterfly Lovers (Chinese
Music Version)

The TCO will hold its Beijing concert in the
National Centre for the Performing Arts on October
27th under the baton of Director CHENG Li-Pin. The
concert will feature Musical Sketches of Taiwan
(Chinese orchestra debut) by BAO Yuan-Kai, who
spent 12 years to compose the piece of eight
movements that portray the beautiful landscapes
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and cultural scenes of Taiwan. The concert will
also feature violin virtuoso LU Siging, hailed as the
“Paganini of the East,” who will play The Butterfly
Lovers’ Violin Concerto, a time-honored piece that
has enjoyed widespread popularity and universal
acclaim. LU has publicly played the concerto for
more than 300 times, recorded three difference
versions of the piece, and performed the concerto
with the TCO many times. The TCO’s Beijing concert
will see LU play the concerto’s Chinese music version
in Mainland China for the first time.

Viva Shanghai—a Feast of Musical
Exchanges between the Two Cities

On October 30th, the TCO will make its way from
Beijing to Shanghai to participate in the 18th China
Shanghai International Arts Festival as the only
Chinese orchestra from Taiwan to be invited. A stellar
lineup of artists will take the stage with the TCO,
including dizi player LAl Yi-Chun and cellist CHIU
Yin-Chin from Taipei, and erhu virtuoso DUAN Aiai
and dancer HUANG Doudou from Shanghai. In the
concert, the works by Taiwanese composers WANG
I-Yu and JU Yan-Bo seek to portray Taipei’s cultural
landscapes, while the concertos by QU Chunquan
and ZHAO lJiping respectively narrate the stories
of the people living along the Yellow River and the
butterfly dream of ancient Chinese philosopher
Zhuang Zhou.

The works from Taiwan to be featured in the
Shanghai concert include The Flying Apsaras, Kuyi's
Love, and Monga—Avalokitesvara’s Blessings,
while the Chinese works in the program include
The Yellow River, Zhuang Zhou’s Dream, and
Shanghai Capriccio. “The rationale behind the
selection of music and artists this time is to facilitate
inter-city exchange. Erhu player DUAN Aiai will
give new meanings to The Yellow River concerto
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by reinterpreting the refrain of the piece, while Dizi
player LAI Yi-Chun will present Kuyi’s Love, a piece
inspired by ancient Atayal tunes,” said Principal
Director QU Chunquan. The diversity of the music
and artists of the concert truly speaks to the unique
musical charm of Taipei and Shanghai.

With music that represents the multifaceted
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