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Alternative Cooperation during the Pandemic — Building the Cross-Platform of Chinese Music

HmiES Editorial Department

JETii BBl TCO General Director

p ;?; Bp5h CHEW Cheng-Kang

As the saying goes in France,“the mission of artists is to create sunshine when there is none.”Since 2020, the pandemic has seemed
to block all the sunshine. People avoid gathering and keep their doors closed. In this dark age, however, Taiwan’s Chinese Music
community and academia have cooperated with each other to build a collaboration platform for common prosperity and common
good, seeking to create sunshine in the future.

Taiwan has been engaged in professional Chinese music education for over 50 years but now the new generation of musicians needs
more stage training. At this moment, the public orchestras have a responsibility to create opportunities for them. Who Will Take
Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music is the best such collaborative platform. This project — initiated by
Taipei Chinese Orchestra, Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra, Tainan City Traditional Orchestra, Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra, and 3
departments of Chinese music at Chinese Culture University, National Taiwan University of Arts, and Tainan National University
of the Arts — began in 2020. Every year, young musicians are recommended into the platform and then invited by the orchestras to
perform together during the season. It is unquestionably cultivating the future pillars of Taiwanese music community.

In 2021, the first ever season of Who Will Take Over broke down the barrier between these orchestras. Kaohsiung Chinese Orches-
tra, Tainan City Traditional Orchestra, and Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra each sent 1 musician to perform with Taipei Chinese
Orchestra in their regular concerts. In the second season, the exchange will expand to include conductors and art administrators.
This pioneering work has never been done before in Taiwan’s Chinese music community. Today, this collaboration shares resourc-
es, exchanges experiences in different venues and art festivals, and provides opportunities for growth, from the spotlight to
backstage. Through this platform, outstanding students also have an opportunity to work with professional orchestras. In the future,
this collaborative platform will continue create new and more diverse opportunities for collaboration between orchestras and
schools.

Besides the cultivation of talented musicians, the construction of an oral history is also urgently needed. The conference Spring and
Autumn of Chinese Music discussed the importance of this issue, and the column. “This Moment” from New Silk Road is dedicated
to the mission of recording the people, events, and music of Taiwan’s Chinese music community, being another collaborative
platform to connect orchestras and schools. In order to make this column more systematic and academic, we are considering
organizing an academic workshop and training. We hope to cultivate more music professionals who can record oral history in a more
rigorous and detailed manner. We have already received support from ITH Academia Sinica and Taipei City Archives, and many
music history teachers have expressed their willingness to participate the workshop. We are very encouraged.

For two years we have experienced the darkness of the pandemic. But even in the darkness there are still many stars shining brightly.
We believe as long as we work together, the collaborative light of Chinese music in Taiwan will grow more and more dazzling.
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A Profound and Sentimental Art :

“The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”
by LIN Gu-Fang and QU Chunquan

Text / GUO Shih-Jhen Picture / Taipei Chinese Orchestra

March of this year — the year of the golden tiger — cultural critic LIN Gu-Fang and renowned Chinese conductor QU Chunquan joined
together to present “The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music” as the opening concert at the Taipei Traditional Arts Festival.

LIN Gu-Fang, the concert’s producer, stated that QU is the best Chinese opera conductor currently working in Chinese speaking
world. For a Chinese orchestra, Chinese opera music can provide strong artistic and spiritual loci that can create a strong
foundation for performances. LIN, also the moderator of the concert, revealed that this concert was his personal “mission”
because QU’s contract with the Taipei Chinese Orchestra was ending and he wanted to produce a program with QU — an old
friend — before he finished. Additionally, LIN was recently involved with several Chinese opera related events in which he

worked with several of this concert’s senior performers, giving him the idea of producing a Chinese opera program.

QU Chunquan, the conductor of 2022 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival Opening Concert “The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”
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Beiguan Luantan master CHIU Ting performs Shepherd in ”The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”.

LIN explained that Chinese opera carries deep meaning. Historically, when scholarship was not widespread, Chinese opera was
a medium to teach history. Moreover its aesthetics and expressiveness inspire many emotions in the heart. According to LIN,
this will be the last generation of Taiwanese able to experience the true charisma of Chinese opera first hand. As WANG Guo-Wei
said, “Song and dance together tell a story.” Chinese opera is an integrated art combining singing, dancing, and drama. It is a
performing art focused on the actors. Each role in a Chinese opera performance is simultaneously a musician, dancer, and actor.
Though in recent years Chinese opera has focused slightly more on the director, its actor-centric nature has not changed. This
is apparent in the deeply moving experiences audiences have when experiencing well-known dramas performed by renowned

actors.

At the March 11" opening concert “The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”, conductor QU had to coordinate Peking
Opera, Yuju Opera, Taiwanese Opera, Hakka Grand Opera, Beiguan Luantan, and Kunqu Opera all in one concert. This might
pose difficulties for others, but QU said calmly, “Though I have conducted Chinese orchestras since I came to Taiwan, in
mainland China I worked with Chinese opera troupes for eight years, including Peking Opera, Yuju Opera and operas in Shang-
hai. During those years, | came to know the music arrangement of Chinese opera and its regular patterns; not only grasping the

point of the musical arrangement but also its requisite unique method of conducting.”
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TANG Mei-Yun was born into a family of Taiwanese Opera artists. Her transcendent performance in dialogue, singing, movement and fighting shows the hard
work of years of training. She is devoted to the promotion of Taiwanese Opera and the grooming of aspiring talents.

Chinese opera is a traditional folk art. In Taiwan, there are Peking Opera, Yuju opera, Taiwanese Opera, Hakka Grand Opera,
Beiguan Luantan, and Kunqu Opera, however there are even more genres in mainland China. The structure of music arrange-
ment in Chinese opera is quite different from modern Chinese orchestral music. QU pointed out, “It is quite challenging for a
conductor to conduct Chinese opera because the conductor must be both passive and active. Passive in that the conductor
needs to pay more attention to actors’ breathing and movement, collaborating with them to give them what they need. Techni-
cally, this is more difficult compared with conducting an orchestra.” QU emphasized that, though in Chinese opera the
conductor serves as artistic accompaniment, from a technical point of view it is much more demanding, so a conductor must

work much harder to achieve perfection.

10

LIN Ku-Fang was the host of “The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”.

Besides conducting, QU is also accomplished at music arrangement. He stated: “To deal with music arrangement of Chinese
opera, you cannot follow all the conventions of Chinese orchestral music. It should fit the opera’s storyline, emotions, and
rhythmic changes. If the music needs to be simplified then you simplify the music to make sure the actors can sing effortlessly.
This depends not on specific training but on experience; therefore, it requires both the foundation of Chinese orchestration and
the temperament of Chinese opera. When these two are united, the polished music will be more attractive for both audience
and actors.” According to QU, young conductors are not familiar with this kind of music or its arrangement. He has seen many
bad music arrangements that are too difficult for actors to sing. This is the main difference between conducting and music

arrangement in Chinese opera and Chinese orchestral music.

In this concert, QU has used six Chinese operas as examples. The notation style of Beiguan Luantan and Peking Opera are very
different from modern scores. Therefore, “I made no changes to the singing parts in these two operas, but adjusted the interlude
accompaniment part. That is, I composed a whole new piece for the orchestra.” QU explained that traditional music is very
difficult to describe using modern music theory, so he has not changed the music scores from Yuju Opera, Taiwanese Opera,

Hakka Grand Opera, and Kunqu Opera.
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LI Wen-Hsun performs an excerpt from the Hakka Grand Opera, The Master of Painting — WU Daozi, in “The Splendor of Traditional Theatrical Music”.

Just as the trailing waves of the Yangzi River push the waves in front, Chinese opera and Chinese orchestral music have been
passed down to the younger generation. According to QU’s own example, the younger generation should make their own oppor-
tunities to work with Chinese opera troupes more often. No matter what kind of environment or learning path, they should try
any available opportunity. For example, they could learn the wind and percussion instruments of Chinese opera or study with
Chinese opera instructors. QU further stated: “Composers should also absorb more knowledge of Chinese orchestral music to
enrich their own essence. Nowadays, young composers write pop music, jazz, and even fantastic cross-over works; however,
no matter what performing form it is, the works should maintain Chinese opera and Chinese orchestral music as the core. Other-

wise, Chinese orchestral music will be neither Western nor Chinese which is worrying.”

This concert features Peking Opera singer TSAO Fu-Yong, Yuju Opera singer WANG Hai-Ling, Taiwanese Opera singer
TANG Mei-Yun, Beiguan Luantan singer CHOU Ting, and Hakka Grand Opera singer LI Wen-Hsun. These renowned singers
perform classic selections from their respective genres. Also featured are two young Kunqu Opera singers XIE Le and YEN
Ya-Chuan from the Jing-Ju Opera Troupe of National Taiwan College of Performing Arts. Together these performers represent

the profundity and sentimentality of the art, moreover they demonstrate the cultural depth of Chinese orchestral music.

12

On the subject of renowned performers, LIN indicated that there was a profusion of floral arrangements stretching from inside
the theater to outside onto the street when TSAO Fu-Yong, WANG Hai-Ling, and TANG Mei-Yun performed. The reason why
so many people like Chinese opera, aside from fans of the dramatic form, is that the actors and actresses are definitely charming,
LIN added, “However, this charm will gradually disappear. People who have this charming quality will pursue a career as a
musician if they have music talent, or a career as a dancer, or a career as a star actor. Even if someone has all three of these
traits, they still need to go through rigorous training. There might not be no one, but there will be a lot fewer. Hence, the opportunities
to experience a charming performance containing these three elements will become less and less. In recent years, I introduced
Chinese opera with the intention and dedication to show its charisma.” LIN finished with the emotional statement that it will be
very difficult to find performers who have a tallent for singing, dancing, music, and acting, so he hopes the audience can take

this occasion to feel deeply moved by Chinese opera through this concert, all together in the same venue at the same time.

Jing-Ju Opera Troupe of National Taiwan College of Performing Arts performs a classic repertoire of Kunqu Opera : Waking from A Sweet Dream in The Garden,
an excerpt from The Peony Pavilion.

/x...

i i
Young Kunqu Opera singers YEN Ya-Chuan (left) and XIE Le (right)
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2022 “Who Will Take Over —

The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music”

Text / TSAO Ting-Ting
Picture / Taipei Chinese Orchestra, Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra, Tainan City Traditional Orchestra,
Kaohsiung Chinese Orchestra

The memorandum of cooperation “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music”, signed
by Taipei Chinese Orchestra, Taoyuan Chinese Orchestra, Tainan City Traditional Orchestra, and Kaohsiung Chinese Orches-
tra, along with the Chinese music departments from Chinese Culture University, National Taiwan University of Arts, and
Tainan National University of the Arts, is entering its second year of successful collaboration in 2022.

Shortlisted for 2021 “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music” — XUE Jing-Wen with Hearken, A Starry Night.

22

The Star Project lives up to its name. Each year, one or two
young Taiwanese musicians (under the age of 35) are
recommended by schools or professional Chinese orchestras.
These musicians are given the opportunity to play a concerto
with the professional orchestras. Through this collaboration
with professional Chinese orchestras, young musicians can
exchange ideas with the orchestral musicians. This exposes
young musicians to a clear direction for their future career,
and also offers them an opportunity to perform on stage.

Every year, over 100 students of Chinese music graduate from
schools in Taiwan. However, there are no openings available
with the professional Chinese orchestras. For many years,
only a limited number of graduates could secure positions
with professional orchestras. Because of this, less than one

third of young musicians decide to pursue a career in Chinese - —

Shortlisted for 2021 “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians
of Chinese Music” — HUANG Yu-Jun with “ Gaze of Two Cities — Tainan City
Traditional Orchestra 2021 Autumn Concert” .

music each year.

To address this problem and to keep brilliant Chinese musical talent in Taiwan, four state-sponsored Chinese orchestras in Taiwan
built a collaborative platform for nurturing future stars. This new platform, dubbed “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for
Young Musicians of Chinese Music” , was created at the end of 2020 kicking off a three-year project to train young performers. This
collaborative platform aimed to offer more opportunities for young musicians of Chinese music to perform, to work with professional
orchestras while they study, and to strengthen their musical abilities.

By the end of 2021, the musicians from four professional orchestras and the selected young musicians had completed their first round
of performances. In the meantime, the selection process for the second year had already begun. After only two years, this collaboration
was already receiving accolades from throughout the Chinese music community.

Becoming a Professional Musician Requires Stage Experience

When the project was announced on Facebook, it received more than a thousand likes. This is much more than previous posts,
which only received likes in the hundreds. This shows the level of attention the project has attracted. Feedback also came from
the Chinese music departments at Chinese Culture University, National Taiwan University of Arts, and Tainan National
University of the Arts, where students regard inclusion in “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of
Chinese Music” as the highest honor and who dream of the opportunity to perform with the program.

Becoming a professional musician requires stage experience, and in Taiwan only professional Chinese orchestras have the
power to provide this stage.

Keeping pace with the first-year successes of this collaborative platform, the project continues to bring gifted young musicians
of Chinese music to the stage where their talents can shine. Organizers also hope that the platform can serve to expose the
musicians to an international audience. In addition, the project will this year include conductors and administrative staff,
constructing a more complete collaboration and nurturing other professionals required by professional Chinese orchestras.

Looking at the results of the past year shows that both the students and the professionals have gained a lot by working together
and observing each other’s techniques and experiencing each other’s challenges. Looking specifically at the students, in the
past they might not have chance to work with a professional orchestra, but through this collaboration the students have been
able to make great improvements through the repertoire and rehearsals.
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LIN Yu-Fei

CHEN Ya-Yun

Young musicians were selected in 2021“Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music”.

Moreover, the professional musicians were able to elevate their playing technique by experiencing the musical environment of
different orchestras and adapting to different conductors. These opportunities are quite different from their previous experienc-
es. This kind of collaboration is also very beneficial for their reputation and professional visibility.
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Shortlisted for 2021 “Who Will Take Over — The Star Project for Young Musicians of Chinese Music” — TSAI Pei-Yi with Hearken, A Starry Night.

Young Conductors and Art Administrators Join the Second Year of
“Who Will Take Over”

The project “Who Will Take Over” has proceeded into its second year. In addition to the continuing cultivation of young musical
stars, this project is extending to also encompass young conductors and art administrators. There are many graduates majoring
in conducting; however, there are only a few opportunities for them to work with professional orchestras. Conducting is such a
professional technique, working with professional Chinese orchestras and accumulating experience is the only way for conduc-
tors to enhance their technique and polish their ability, so that they might someday be able to work with orchestras outside of

Taiwan.

Therefore, conductors are being included in this program to offer young conductors a stage. And beyond nurturing young
musicians and conductors, this program has also been extended to include art administrators. Through the exchange of administrative
experience between Chinese orchestras, Chinese orchestras are able to improve their working and management environment in

Taiwan or even beyond.

In 2018 and 2019, Taipei Chinese Orchestra worked with Shanghai Chinese Orchestra on performance, repertories, and admin-
istration. Conductors, musicians, and administrative staff spent two hours a day sharing their experiences and opinions.

In the same spirit, this collaborative platform began with the intention of cultivating future stars and this year also focused on
a blueprint of future management for Chinese orchestras. Hopefully, through this platform, the discovery and integration of
Chinese orchestra’s performances and administrative energy can continue, enabling the sharing of even more resources

between Chinese orchestras.
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