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Where Tradition Meets Modernity: The Traditional Arts Festival Opens,
Achievements Continue, and a New Direction Emerges

The 39" Taipei Traditional Arts Festival will open in late spring 2026 with another season of ambitious programs. Ma-Li Liu’s
cover story surveys the festival’s highlights and vision, taking readers from the opening concert Guan Gong, where old and
new converge, through Plucking the Strings of the Cosmos, centered on intergenerational mentorship, and The Grand Master,
a tribute that brings 2 orchestras together, to the closing concert Taiwan Panorama, bound for Berlin, Leipzig, and Vienna on
a European tour. Running from March through June, the festival takes audiences from Zhongshan Hall and the National
Concert Hall to stages across Europe, all in the company of Chinese Music.

What do musicians do when the pressure builds? This issue’s Chinese Music as Daily Practice column turns to stress and
relaxation. Writer Tsai-Teng Yen sits down with Hong-Yu Liu, principal guzheng of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra, and Hsin
Fang, the orchestra’s timpanist. From coffee rituals to anime, the 2 musicians reveal their personal escapes alongside hard-won
insights on disciplined preparation and staying physically and mentally grounded.

In New Vision of Chinese Music, Jo-Yao Huang reports on 2 talent-development programs the TCO launched in 2025: One
School One Orchestra and the TCO Rising Stars Chinese Orchestra Summer Camp, taking us through the logistics, classroom
challenges, and teacher and student feedback. At Xiyuan Elementary School, where One School One Orchestra made its debut,
a club of just 15 students overflowed with enthusiasm for Chinese Music, producing moments no one in the room is likely to
forget. 3 Rising Stars campers also share candid reflections that speak to the camp’s successful first year.

The latest installment of Chih-Yi Wan’s series, Chinese Music Practitioners in Taiwan, 1960s to 1970s, profiles Principal
Tsung-Ti Lin, a trailblazing figure from central Taiwan. As president of the Chinese Music club at Taiwan Provincial Taichung
Teachers College, Lin organized a composition workshop that advanced the creation of original Chinese Music in the region
during the 1970s. He later composed over 40 works for the Taichung City Chinese Orchestra, a body of work that laid an
important foundation for the development of Chinese Music composition in central Taiwan.

As winter turns into spring, the TCO carries last year’s achievements forward, pressing ahead with new initiatives and sharpen-

ing its artistry. The orchestra looks back at landmark works and historical figures while continuing to cultivate emerging talent.
Chinese Music, an art that holds tradition and modernity in the same breath, finds its purpose here.
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