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A Forerunner in Chinese Music
Composition in Central Taiwan:
Principal Tsung-Ti1 Lin

Chinese Music Practitioners in Taiwan,
1960s—1970s (Part 18)

Interview and Text / Chih-Yi Wan
Image / Chih-Yi Wan, Tsung-Ti Lin

Founded 44 years ago, Taichung City Chinese Orchestra will see a change in leadership at the end of 2026, when Director
Professor Yueh-Li Lin steps down, and Deputy Director Principal Tsung-Ti Lin takes over. In this interview, Principal Lin
looks back on his path in Chinese music and on decades of steady, unassuming dedication to composition.

Under his father’s guidance, Principal Lin began studying the erhu at an early age and soon developed a deep interest in
Chinese musical instruments. After entering Taiwan Provincial Taichung Normal College, he studied the pipa with the
school’s Chinese music club and soon stood out. Today, he is proficient across winds, bowed strings, plucked strings, and
percussion. During his time at the college, he served as president of the Chinese music club, founded a composition group, and
helped foster an environment that encouraged new creation. Members of the group included Hsi-Shan Tsai, Li-Ying Wei, and
Ching-Chieh Shih. In the 1970s, together with their junior schoolmate Chung-Shen Chen, they received more than 10 awards
in the Awards for Compositions of Chinese Instrumental Music. Principal Lin won first prize twice in the ensemble category
with March of the Ten Major Construction Projects (1976) and Bamboo (1977), and is widely regarded as a pioneer of Chinese
music composition in central Taiwan.

Principal Lin studied composition under Professor Chien Li. Although the study period lasted only six months, the training
proved formative. Keeping Professor Li’s guidance in mind and continuing to pursue further study, he wrote works tailored to
the Taichung City Chinese Orchestra and effectively served as the orchestra’s resident composer. His compositions and
arrangements total 42 works.

After becoming a principal, he continued building Chinese music ensembles at the elementary schools where he served,
personally leading performances and preparing repertory for student players. Even after retirement, he has continued returning
to the school to support the ensembles’ growth. In addition to the integrated ensemble at Ruei Cheng Elementary School
(founded in 2005), he currently coaches Yuan Bao Temple Chinese Orchestra (founded in 1992) and Ching Yun Chinese
Orchestra (founded in 2021).
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