0000-00(00)_202003130 2.pdf 1 2020/3/13 0O 04:04:57

A JOURNEY THROUGH
THE CONFUCIUS TEMPLE

Zhu Xi, the Confucianist of Southern Song
Dynasty, praised Confucius by saying, “Thousand
years of history would be like a long dark night

without Confucius.”

'REVITALIZING
e CONFUCIANISM

ﬁ :f %_ ?% -‘.#!‘ In the critical time known as the “period of spring
and autumn annals,” the country was in a state of WANREN GONGQIANG ¥
moral chaos. Confucius, who was at the age of (WALL OF SUPREME
fifty-five in 497 B.C., called for his disciples to KNOWLEDGE)

turn the key and unlock the world of knowledge

Display, Presentation, and Experience -
Ancient Sacrificial Rites to Confucius

The origin of this wall comes from 7he

A JOURN EY THROUGH and attempted to revive the culture to match the Analects of Confircius, “Tzu Kung said,
lory of the past. In the next 14 years, Confucius QU Sl AT la mang
THE CONFUCIUS TEMPLE glory pasts ) ¥ i o height. If one does not find the door and
travelled around six states. The teaching principle, enter by it, one can not see the ancestral
Education for All, encapsulates the past 2500 years temple in its beauty.” Therefore, the Wall

of Supreme Knowledge is where you start

of Chinese culture and heritage while paving the Jour journey through the Taipei Confucius

way for the Confucian culture of tomorrow.
Through Confucius, knowledge becomes an
upward force that has helped to move the world
for thousands of years, and will continue to do so
in the future.

Temple architecture in China represents the
doctrines and systems of rites, cultural features,
and the younger generations’ respect to the
former sages. The Taipei Confucius Temple,
situated in the north and faced toward the south,
is an architectural construction combing the style
of Qufu Confucius Temple and southern Fu
Jianese architecture. In 1925, Huang Zan-Jun,
Chen Pei-Ken, Koo Hsien-Jung and others
advocated the reconstruction and renovation of
the Taipei Confucius Temple and went asking for
over 200 donations from the gentry and
merchants. In 1930, Confucius Ceremony was
celebrated in Taipei for the first time in over
thirty years. After 14 years of construction, the
temple was finished in 1939.

Confucius has long been recognized in China for

Temple. The characters “Wanren
Gonggiang” were inscribed by Kong

De-cheng, the 77th generation descendant

of Confucius.

ENTERING PAN GONG (SIDE
GATE) AND HONG GATE
(GATE OF LEARNING);
FOLLOWING THE
RIGHTEOUSNESS AND RITES

“Pan Gong” and “Hong Gate” were
both names of institutes of learning in
ancient times. The Pan Gong on the
east or Hong Gate on the west side, are
both gate towers of the double eaves

EXT TO THE PAN POND, REFLECTING A
CHINESE UNICORN

On the inside of the “Wanren Gonggiang” is painted a colorful
Chinese unicorn. According to legend, the Chinese unicorn “Qi
Lin” is a gentle beast that heralds the birth of Confucius. Thus,
in the old days, a talented son was called the son of Qi Lin.
Here on this wall, the Chinese unicorn is shown standing with
its four legs above four treasures —scrolls for cultivated minds,
an official seal for great official careers, and a gourd and an
auspicious plant, symbolizing good luck and peace. The wall
where the Qi Lin is painted is made so as to reflect and absorb
the rays of the sun and the moon, a typical feature of southern
Fu Jianese architecture.

The “Pan Pond” is an architectural element unique to
Confucius Temples, meaning “the water of Pan Gong Gate.”
Opver the Pan Pond arches the stone Pan Bridge. The bridge
balustrades on each side are carved like bamboo, and with pillar
heads between the balustrades carved in the shape of brush tops.
These beautiful designs symbolize noble character, incorruptible
principles and prospering literature. It was believed that such
ponds could prevent disasters as well as reduce the summer heat
and constitute good geomancy.

his unparalleled contribution to the ancient type with rising ridges in “swallow-tail”
style. Thus it was implied that all who

Chinese classic studies.” Take with you an entered would start their learning in
S v e_gr.eat sage when . B Confucian’s school.

TCI‘IMD le, at To show respect to the great sage, all
cultural (‘;_-,K who enter the temple must follow the
~Yi Lu (Path of Righteousness) on the
east and the Li Gate (Gate of Rites) on
west side, rather than by the main
F,gme It symbolizes that the first lesson
to take is to follow the righteousness
d rites.
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