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Afghanistan e & iF Yes Yes
Azerbaijan I T Yes | Yes
Bangladesh F e Yes | Yes Yes | Yes
Bhutan 3 = Yes Yes Yes Yes
Cambodia R R Yes | Yes Yes | Yes [ Yes | Yes | Yes
China ¥R Yes | Yes | Yes Yes
Cyprus F e gt Yes | Yes [ Yes
Hong Kong ik Yes | Yes | Yes Yes
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Luxembourg kb & F Yes | Yes Yes Yes | Yes
Macedonia 5 H &g Yes
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Moldova BE S Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Nederland i Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
North Macedonia 5 H g Yes Yes Yes Yes
Norway EA Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes
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Russia B R Br Yes | Yes Yes Yes
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Botswana DS RS Yes Yes Yes
Cameroon 3 7S Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ceuta [ 4 Yes | Yes
Congo B 5 Yes
Cote d'lvoire %7 % g Yes Yes Yes
Djibouti + Yes Yes
Egypt % % Yes Yes
Ghana fuakiy Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Gabon ‘v Yes Yes Yes
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Niger Rop Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Mali 571 Yes Yes
Mauritania FER & Yes Yes
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Argentina fe 32 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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Brazil = g Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Canada do £ 4 Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes [ Yes
Chile A1l Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Colombia BiGI Yes | Yes | Yes | Yes Yes Yes
Costa Rica BT R 4 Yes | Yes
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ot St mangs | apipms | Y e
Uruguay § 43 Yes Yes Yes Yes
Venezuela = EA Yes | Yes
America iR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
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"("';;)’"”' New Zealand ad B Yes Yes
" alr;(ljar':/(lj(;Donald MG 2 SR RES Yes
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Serologic Evidence of Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza A(H5N1) Virus Infection in a Veterinary
Professional Exposed to an Infected Domestic Cat —
Los Angeles County, California, December 2024—
January 2025

Aisling Vaughan; Allison Joyce; Elizabeth Traub; Mellissa Jae; Emily Beeler; Erick Paiva; Kristopher Ananian;
Crystal Holiday; Stacie Jefferson; Jessica Richardson; Cortney Munna; Cynthia Chan; Tamerin Scott; Noah
Kojima; Tanya Seneviratne; Alexandra Mellis; Sonja J. Olsen; Nicole Green; Matt Feaster; Dawn Terashita;
Sharon Balter; Min Z. Levine; Jamie Middleton; Annabelle de St. Maurice

Abstract

Since 2021, avian influenza A(H5N1) clade 2.3.4.4b viruses have
spread widely among wild birds and domesticated poultry in the United
States, with sporadic spillover into mammals. During November 2024—
January 2025, 19 domestic cats in Los Angeles County, California,
became ill after consumption of commercially purchased raw milk, raw
meat, or raw pet food; nine cats tested positive for influenza A(H5N1)
virus (clade 2.3.4.4b genotype B3.13). Overall, 139 persons were
exposed to the 19 infected cats, and all were monitored for symptoms.
Although 30 persons reported influenza-like illness symptoms, none
received a positive influenza A(H5) reverse transcription—polymerase

chain reaction (RT-PCR) test result. In April 2025, the Los Angeles
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County Department of Public Health and CDC invited all exposed
persons to participate in an influenza A(H5N1) serosurvey to determine
whether transmission of influenza A(H5N1) virus occurred, including
in those without symptoms. Sera from 25 (18%) of the 139 exposed
persons were tested. Among these, antibodies specific to A(H5N1)
clade 2.3.4.4.b (antigenically similar to the clade 2.3.4.4.b influenza
A[H5N1] virus isolated from the infected cats) were detected in serum
from one veterinary professional, who was asymptomatic. This person
did not use respiratory or eye protection during the exposure, did not
report influenza-like illness after the exposure, and reported no other
known risk factors for A(H5N1) infection. These findings represent
serologic evidence of possible transmission of influenza A(H5N1)
clade 2.3.4.4.b virus from a domestic cat to a human, highlighting
concerns about potential cat-to-human transmission of influenza
A(H5N1) virus and the importance of infection control practices in

veterinary settings.
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