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An Action Study on Incorporating Inquiry-Based Learning into

Reading and Writing Instruction

Abstract

This study incorporated inquiry-based learning into reading and writing instruction. Teaching
strategies for various stages were designed on the basis of inquiry-based learning characteristics as
well as reading and writing instruction; subsequently, an action research that involved performing
an observation survey was conducted. A total 72 fourth-grade students in three classes at an
elementary school in Taipei were selected as the research participants. Additionally, three teachers
were selected to carry out the instruction, and a research team was established, which included the
three teachers and two others teachers, to inspect the research process and the students’ learning
results. The objectives of the study were as follows: 1. Explore effective reading and writing
instruction strategies and design appropriate learning activities, and apply the results in inquiry-
based learning. 2. Examine the influence of inquiry-based learning on students when it was
incorporated into reading and writing instruction. 3. Analyze the results of applying inquiry-based
learning in reading and writing instruction, and offer suggestions on designing learning activities.
The results were as follows: 1. Providing lessons on summary writing and reading comprehension is
a practicable inquiry-based learning process. 2. The incorporation of inquiry-based learning into
reading and writing instruction enhanced students’ reading and writing ability as well as their
inquiry skills. 3. Inquiry-based learning could be introduced into reading and writing instruction in
different stages.

Keywords: inquiry-based learning, reading and writing instruction, social studies.
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