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Review on the development of insect conservation,
endangered and rare insects in Taiwan

Ping-Shih Yang*

Abstract: Among the animals, insects are the most abundant taxon in numbers
and species. They still play an important role in ecosystem, economic utilization,
research education, even though in religion, literature, arts and recreation. The
first mention of insect in literature in Twiwan was 1684. But the scientific
description of insects in Taiwan was from 1850s. During 1850 to 1900, most of
the researchers of insect resources were Europeans. From 1900 to 1945, more and
more Japanese had joined to the research of insect resources. Owing during 1945
to 1980, most of the research focused on the economic entomology, so the
research of insect resources and conservation was still neglected. From 1980 some
projects on the insect resources and conservation were sponsored by the National
Science Council, Council of Agriculture, Department of Interior (National Parks)
, and Envirommental Protection Agency of Exective Yuan. But, because of the
limitation of man - power and bugget, now it is still lack of a broad dimentional,
good planning, constant project on the insect resources and conservation. So the
total papers on the insect conservation from 1980 to 1990 wasn’t over 20.

In 1935, Japan —-occuppied government first listed one species of swallow —
tailed butterfly, Agehana maraha Shiraki and Sonan-os an endangered species
of animal. Until on 4 Sep. 1989, 3 spccies of butterflies were listed on the nome
list of 23 species of endangered animals which announced by Council of Agricul -
ture. On the other hand, 15 species of other insects were listed as the rare
species of animals. All of these species are protected by the “ Protective Law of
Wild Animals ” from then.

On the dimension of utilization of insect resources, from 1850 to 1900, most
of the purpose of utilization for the museum and research collections. And the
utilization for commercial use had started from 1906. But it had declined during
the 2nd World War. From 1945 to 1960s, the utilization of insect resources, espe —
cially on the butterflies had reached to the peak, then the total export trade was
about US$30 million per year. But from 1960s to 1970s, the commercial utiliza —
tion gradually declined to only US$2 million per year. To 1980s, the utilization
of insect resources for the export trade nearly to stop. In this paper, the impact
between the conservation and utilization of insect resources was discussed. As
meanwhile, some suggestions for the useful and beneficial insects, even though
the insect resources for application on sightseeing and science education were
mentioned too.
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