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The first record of successfully fostering a young Formosan

pangolin (Manis pentadactyla pentadactyla)

Ling-Min Wang’, Yi-Jung Lin, and Fang-Tse Chan

Abstract : Wildlife First Aid Station of Endemic Species Research Institute admitted a young female Formosan pangolin (Manis
pentadactyla pentadactyla) on March 16, 2010. She weighed 528g and refused to suck milk. We decided to force-feed it using a
self-made feeder with formula milk (PetLac™, PetAg) 3 times a day, 15-20 ml each time in the beginning, then increased intake to
40 ml, twice a day from the 4th month of fostering. The young pangolin ate banana pulp after 1 month, ants after 1 and a half
months, and then artificial food after 4 months of fostering. It was weaned 2 days after first eating artificial food and then could
finish its food every day. The young pangolin took artificial food stably and reached adult weight (around 2,200g) after 7 months of
fostering. However, the pangolin was very familiar with humans and thus shows no natural behavior (eg. curl into a ball). It was
unsuitable to release into the wild and was relocated to the Taipei Zoo. Pangolins are hard to keep in captivity, especially the young.

The record offers referable experience about fostering young Formosan pangolins for wildlife rescue organizations and zoos.

Key word: pangolin, Manis pentadactyla pentadactyla, fostering, young

* Wildlife First Aid Station, Endemic Species Research Institute
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Table 1. Milk-feeding volume and frequency during fostering period

Feeding Size of Amount for Total
Fostering Period
Frequency syringe each feeding amount
2011/3/16-4/14 3 times a day 25ml 15-20 ml 45-60 ml
4/15-5/11 2 times a day 60ml 20-30 ml 45-60 ml
5/12-7/11 2 times a day 60ml 30-40 ml 60-80 ml
7/12(automated eating)- 1 times a day
60ml 45-60 ml 45-60 ml

7/18(weaning)

(as the situation demand)
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Table 2 Formulae made for 2L artificial food cooked by automatic cooker and steamer

Ingredient of

artificial diet

Quantity

Wheat bran
Milk powder™
Soy flour
Commercial bird food”
Mealworm
Bee pupae
Banana
Apple

Egg

Chitin™

Red soil®

Calcium powder

80g

6 spoons
100g
200g
135¢g
300g
Medium, 1
Medium, 1
Medium, 2
4 spoons
6 spoons

1 spoons
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Fig.1. The feeder was a combination of syringe and stomach tube made from [V-set.
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Fig. 2. To feed the young, we wrapped its body with only head exposed. One hand held its head, and the other put approximately

90% of tube from oral cavity to upper gastrointestine, and then pressed the syringe.
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Fig. 3. Growth curve of the young pangolin included weight, total length, and tail length. The arrow represents weaning date.





