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The effect of enclosure rotation on reducing  

stereotypic behaviors of captive  

Malayan sun bears (Helarctos malayanus)

Yu-Ting Huang
*

 and Kurtis Jai-Chyi Pei
**

Abstract�This experiment compared the stereotypic behaviors of 6 captive Malayan sun bears (Helarctos malayanus) before and 

after the enclosure rotation. Sun bears were relocated into unfamiliar enclosures similar in size but with 4 different distances and 

different enrichment set outs. Results showed that, except 1 individual, all others reduced their frequency of stereotypic behaviors

significantly after rotation. However, because significant stereotypic behavior reduction can be observation in the nearest rotation

practice, and consider the convenience in operation, regular exchange of the enclosure with the neighbor should be the most 

practical way in enriching environment and behaviors for captive sun bears. Individuals can not benefit from this operation should

seek for other possibility. 

Key words: Behavioral enrichment, captive environment, environmental enrichment, welfare of captive animal. 
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N1 1055 0 0 1055 2.1 

N2 1530 0 0 1530 3.0 

N3 1651 0 0 1651 3.3 

N4 1127 199 0 1326 2.6 

N5 190 963 0 1153 2.3 

N6 606 0 728 1335 2.6 
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