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= Deep-reaching Environmental Education at the Zoo =

The Taipei Zoo is dedicated to implementing and
conducting education on the environment. In April,
the Taipei Zoo was approved of the Environmental
Educational Facility or Venue accreditation by the
Environmental Protection Administration, Executive
Yuan as a quality venue for the outdoor learning of
environmental education. For the general public and

students to participate in environmental education,
diverse guided tours and exhibitions related to
environmental education were planned, and more than
20 educational programs on the environment were
launched in 2012. In all, 165,142 people participated in

the Zoo’s environmental education programs in 2012.

= Diversity in the Management of Animal and Ecology Exhibitions =

1. Special Exhibit for 2012 - the Year of the

Dragon
The exhibit introduced “the dragon” — a fabled,

mythical creature that has combined features of
numerous other animals and holds a significant place
in Chinese folklore and faiths. For the exhibit, the myth
was shown together with other real animals, including
units such as “The Great Dissection of the Dragon” —
utilizing drawings and specimens, “The Dragon Inn” —

introducing animals related to the outer appearance
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of the dragon, and “Calling Dragons” — introducing
animals with dragon-related names.

2. Water Sprites — Special Exhibit of the

Aquatic Insects
Through actual feeding displays in combination with

an exhibition approach of experience, entertainment,
and education, the exhibit introduced various types of
aquatic insects, their ecology, indicator species, and
environmental conservation concepts, as well as the
habitats of and the dangers facing aquatic insects in
Taiwan currently, to educate on the conservation of
aquatic insects and the sustainable management of
environment.

For the exhibit, having the Damselfly — a commonly
seen aquatic insect in Taiwan — as the representative
species, an adorable, easily-identifiable, personified
guide, “Damselfly Sister”, was created — a figure that
had also been extended to teaching activities. Led
by the personified figure, visiting children and family
groups could more lively and naturally learn about the
world of water sprites.
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Established a Campus of Environmental Education That Conserves Water and Energy

With regard to the educational promotion of water
and energy conservation, the Taipei Zoo continued to
work on improving water and energy conservation on
its campus. We also led zoo visitors through guided
tours of facilities for water and energy conservation
and the utilization of rain water at the Zoo. A total of
663 groups (11,188 visitors) toured the facilities in
2012.

In terms of water conservation improvements,
water-efficient equipment were renewed according
to environmental management and restroom water
usage demands; the Zoo’s rain water system was
cleaned to maintain normal functioning and to increase
the percentage of rain water recycled and utilized.
In addition, leakage checks and improvements were
conducted on all pools and pipes in the Zoo to reduce
water leakage from pipelines. A 10.99% (83,432 units)
reduction in water usage was achieved in 2012.

In terms of energy conservation improvements, the
Zoo continued to replace T8 light tubes used in the
Animal Hospital, Quarantine House, Special Exhibit
House, 69KV Substation, and Vehicle Maintenance
Area with T5 light tubes and changed fire escape
indicator lights and exit/entrance lights to LED lights.
Moreover, the Zoo replaced the switchboard of the
69KV Substation to increase the Zoo’s electrical power
conversion efficiency and renewed the air conditioning
equipment at the Reptile House to improve machine
efficiency and air quality, expecting to cut more than
25% in the Reptile House'’s air-conditioning power
consumption and more than 10-15 units off the overall
power consumption. Finally, the Zoo also regularly
carried out maintenance of air-conditioning systems to
maintain energy efficiency. Overall, a 2.17% (268,120
units) reduction in power usage was achieved in 2012,

Implementing Themed Educational Events

The Zoo hosted 5 workshop camps during the
summer vacation, including “Animal Doctor Experience
Camp”, “Night Visit to the Black Forest”, “Bear Mighty”,
“Great Assembly of the Bat Family”, and “Sleepover

at the Zoo”. During these events, participants were

led to explore the Black Forest, to visit the bats, to
gain an understanding of the work of veterinarians, to
learn about the caring of animals and to know about
the ecology and conservation of bears. In addition, the
Z00 organized a series of musical performances and

showed a series of ecological films on Saturday nights.
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The Zoo conducted a series of experience activities
for parents and children to jointly participate, involving
the planting of rice, water bamboo, and taro. In
keeping with the solar terms, participants were allowed
to go through and experience a complete series of
activities throughout the year from planting, weeding,
applying fertilizer, harvesting to making finished
products. The Zoo provided opportunities for modern
individuals and urban children to find out about the
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natural ecology of rural areas and the cultivation
methods and growing processes of aquatic crops and
for them to understand the importance of the farmland’

role as wetland.

For the event, features of the mythical dragon were
transformed as biodiversity standpoints for which
archaeological and puzzle-piecing
concepts were adopted to link up
culture and biodiversity by incorporating
the well-known creature in the
traditional culture — the dragon. The Zoo
guided visitors through their targeted
exploration of routes on a treasure hunt
in the Zoo during which, through clues
and searches for the treasure-burying
mission, visitors were motivated to
increase their understanding of animal
- knowledge and their observation of
animal habitats.
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The celebration of Halloween and the concept of
conservation were put together in a fun combination
to have participants identify with the conservation
ideals of the Zoo. With the focus on “environmental
changes”, the Zoo continued to hold a series of
Halloween activities in 2012,
which included “Zoolloween
Cross-End of the World Special
Exhibit”, “Zoolloween Ark Party
— Conservation Celebration
and Halloween Masquerade”,
and “Zoo-O’-Lantern Animal

Pumpkin Week”.

Visitor Number and Admission Ticket Statistics

In 2012, the number of visitors reached 2,967,234 people, and the ticket revenue totaled NT$100,834,619. In all,
1,852,103 people visited the Special Exhibition House, and 2,118,038 people purchased tickets to ride on the shuttle

train.

Improvements in the Quality of Recreation Services

The shuttle train safety maintenance handbook was
produced and the shuttle train accident handling drill
was conducted to reduce the risk of a mechanical
malfunction occurring to the shuttle train without
warning to become more familiar with the proper
response in dealing with an accident and to better
ensure the safety of visitors.

Having referred to measures adopted by foreign
and domestic zoos or theme parks regarding
accompanying pets and to properly solve animal

epidemic prevention and animal welfare issues, the

Z00 had established the Temporary Pet Keeping
Service Center, which began trial operation in
March. As of the end of December, a total of 191
pets had been temporarily kept at the center.

The online registration system for students doing
public service at the Zoo had been launched,
providing students with social learning service.
Between June 2" and December 31, 1,691
people had signed up online of which 1,385 people
had actually reported.
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