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Heterogeneous Taipei

&3¢, Jr-Gang Chi / Principal, ar-ch Studio

Presently, large-scale battles over existing architecture
caused by deteriorating living conditions in Taipei, feel like
they may explode anytime soon.

Inrecentyears, problems concerning the enormous amount
of old apartments in Taipei built around 1960 and thereafter,
started to surface. Urban renewal therefore became a
pressing issue. However, conflicts of interests happened
during the redevelopment, inevitably, such as disputes over
the ownership between developers and existing residents,
arguments about the continuity of the urban fabric, which
was unfortunately destroyed by new constructions, and
clashes among the overly expanding commercial activities
in the residential areas. These clamors never died down.
Meanwhile, the purchase price for the four/five-story (post
1960 mid- and low-rise) apartments that are in urgent need
of renovation have soared, due to the law of incentive floor
area ratio (FAR preference) for renewal. To be expected,
for financial incentives, developers instigated large-scale
demolitions, followed by new constructions, which
gradually transform the idiosyncratic Taipei mid- and low-
rise apartments into 15-floor gated high-rise communities.
Should this developer-controlled mechanism continue
to prevail, life in the communal collective housing of four
to five-story buildings will soon collapse. The local alley
culture formed by small shops, café, and restaurants will also
disappear.

FEPNHEEAE
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[tisin such crises that, two years ago, the Institute of Urban
Design and Taipei City Government's Urban Regeneration
Office invited a group of young architects to participate in
the project, "Post 60 mid/low-rise apartment renovation,"
with the aim of reshaping and reviving the Taipei city.
Among the many old apartments whose tenants wished
forrenovation, the committee selected 16 sites, which
presented a wide range of housing issues with the greatest
possibilities in renovation. The goal is to create suitable
living styles through applicable architecture solution, a
perspective of livingin Taipei.

Accordingly, the section of "design ideas" features projects
proposed by this group of young architects from 2010 to
2012.The following is an outline of the framework of the
book.

Residents Stay, Functions of Homes

Maintained

The goal of "Post 60 mid/low-rise
apartmentrenovation"is not to embellish
the disfigured building appearances but
to help the residents who wish to stay in
theirhomes after the urban renewal. The
projectalso aims to maintain the existing
urban scales and urban context. However,
design solutions, such as adding an elevator
on tothe apartment facade, fixing the
interior efflorescence problem with new



wall details, and improving
lighting and ventilation
through additional
building openings, will
inevitably change the
facades. Therefore, it is
an alternative approach
to those projects that
preserve the appearances
of old buildings but
resulting in the shifts of

- AENASBRSRE

functionsand users.

Perspective of Living in Taipei

What constitute our perspective of living in Taipei? This
bookraises many questions though not necessarily with
answers to them. In the sixteen design proposals we found
many common issues of living in Taipei, such as how people
define the boundaries
of their homes, and how
people see the inside
and outside of a building.
There are also issues
concerning architectural
inflation, the need for
double-skin facades,
programs of mixed-
use communities and
consequential conflicts. All
these factors shaped the
current urban patterns of

FERPERESHE—6

Taipei and are still shaping
the city's future.

Boundaries Between Inside and Outside

Where are the boundaries of the living units in Taipei? In
Robert Venturi’ sfamous competition entry for Yale's
department of mathematics, the architect proposed the
idea that the inside and the outside of a building should
be separated, and the outside should be ordinary enough
to match the city as a whole, so that ordinary people
could understand them just like they understand those
buildings on the Main street. The inside of a building would
provide scenes of everyday life; they could have special
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arrangements. To Venturi, the exterior style of a building was
not necessarily relating to the interior functions. However,
if we see Taipei as a combination of myriad architectural
artifacts, we should also examine those objects (smaller
than architectural scales, such as a balcony) and their
relationships to the urban context, whether they are inside

oroutside abuilding.
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Reconfiguring the City

Because many memories and precious local culture have been
contained in the old communities, it is necessary to preserve
parts of the past while implanting new things. Restoring old
buildings to what they had been or remodeling them without
altering their scales, or demolishing them to construct denser
communities, should all be options. The final decisions should
be made according to what is the best for the communities
and for the buildings. If we are given this freedom and reach
an agreement, we will be able to create a new mechanism for
urban renewal. This new mechanism will need new operation
methods in the real estate market, banking and capital flows,
and this is only one of the many issues we have to think about.
Butonceitis agreed, new spaces with new values of our city
willbegenerated.

Taipeiis different from otherindustry/commerce-oriented
cities, because living is the core function of it. We can even
describe Taipei as a city for convenient living. Consequently,
the impact of the mid/low-rise housing renovation on lifestyle
and culture is noteworthy. Finally, we hope to create dialogues
with other cities through this publication, and promote small-
scaleapartment renovations with the final aim of renewing the
entirecity.
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The Sorrow of Suburbia

¢,/ Chris Yang
&, Chris Yang, Sherry Yang

Vancouver has always been one of the most livable cities in
the world. Over the years it shares this pride with cities like
Melbourne and Vienna for being listed on top of the others
on the Livability Ranking conducted by the Economist
Intelligence Unit.

As ateenager who grew up in the very heart of the east
district of Taipei City, | arrived in Vancouver during the late
90s unimpressed. Yes, the city-region was blessed with
stunning sceneries and the climate was mild. Social benefits
were properly set up and accessible. There seemed to be
no crime so our police force was allowed to be mounted on
horsesjust like the old times.

One of the wonderfully-designed waterfront area in
Downtown Vancouver - False Creek

Grandville Island Market and beautiful Burrard Inlet

in Downtown Vancouver

While many things that the city could offer were impeccable,
some new immigrants found the overall lifestyle rather
dull (unless they can afford living in the downtown area).
The dullness increased as one moved away from the city
centre, into the suburbs, where cars and big box superstores
dominated the city and zoning was clear.

Almost by definition can we say that suburbs are
unquestionably suitable for living. Fresh air, bigger space,
enough schools, low crime rate, and affordable housing are
all desired, but these are not the only criteria of being an
excellent livable environment. The common compliant of
suburbsisthelack of sense of place and variety.

The level of mixed-use in suburbs is low - your house, your
work and your recreations are most likely spread across
different places. little multi-use development patterns
embedded because planners precieved suburbs as
absolutely uncrowded residential areas to promote ideal
living standards (von Hoffman, 2009). As such, communities
were characterised by extreme dispersion where homes
are zoned away from commercial and public functions by
unwalkable distances (Morris, 2005).
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Former city dwellers from buzzing Asian capitals might have
to endure a period of feeling alienated and disoriented before
starting to appreciate the peace and quiet in the suburbs
of western cities. Previously they could have breakfasted
downstairs and bought groceries nearby, but now this simple
pleasureinlife can easily bea 15 minutesdrive.

Suburban type of pure residential area in British Columbia,
Canada. The nearest plaza mall is about 15-30 minutes walk
away; the nearest skytrain (metro system) station is about
20-30 minutes drive away.

Suburban residents spent a lot of times in the malls. Be it strip
malls, plaza malls, or mega malls, the essential occupierin
the neighborhood mall includes at least a coffee/doughnut
shop, a clinic, a pet shop, a supermarket, a bank/ATM, a
barber/nail shop and aninsurance broker - which covers
most of your requirements for your livelihood. These malls
were well thought through, certainly not inconvenient. One
couldimagine that malls are like mini cities. And indeed the
aspiration of some mallsis reflected in their names. A good
examplewouldbe ‘MetroTown’ anditsaddition ‘Metropolis
in Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada.

Typical plaza mallinresidential areain Surrey, British
Columbia, Canada

On the other hand, one cannot deny that shopping malls
are socially engineered and never holistically inclusive.

They essentially want to attract consumers, not everyone in




the society. Malls could never be like a true city where you

encounter the same level of homeless people, commuters,
tourists/foreigners (unless the mall itselfis a tourist
attraction), people who support independent businesses,
people who generally dislike shopping and other social
outcasts and minorities. In a way, some of the shopping
malls behave like gated communities with private security
and surveillance who filter / force out the unwelcomed.
It sbecoming clear that our public realm is now divided
into ‘private public space’ and ‘public public space’
According to Charles Landry (2006), the former has a
commercial edge as itis geared to consuming, which allows
for some excitement, but is essentially barren. On the other
hand, when the latter has done well, it can exude public
values like conviviality, the ability to hang around or the
ability toreflect.

If the social interface is limited in the mall environment, and
if the our suburban lifestyle revolves around these typical
malls, should we reckon our city as a suitable place of living?

Another problemin suburbs - space dominated by cars
and parking. The image is showing extensive parking lot in
Guildford Mall in Surrey, British Columbia.

Inside Guildford Mall Shopping Centre

Other than the malls, suburbs are unavoidably linked with
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big box sellers superstores like Wal-Mart and
Tesco, which in many cases, reduce choices and
pose a deadly threat to the health of the local
economies, community and neighborhood
structure. Their ‘low price’ gradually forces out
the independent shops and takes over the street
lifeand neighborhood patterns.

Wal-Mart within Guildford Mallin Surrey,
British Columbia

In no way am | suggesting that urban living
has noissues compared to the suburbs. Cities
suffer from similar problems if not more. Truth is,
no matter where we choose to live; a suitable living place
should bond individuals and different socio-cultural groups.
It should be a place where people and spaces can be
challenged by different proposals and be able to reconcile
the conflicts. It should be a place with people who are active
instead of passively restricted to limited choices.

11 September 2013
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Old House In Practice

It Is Not Just About Nostalgia

[ Tsis Lee

Owing to the emergence of the older house renovations
inthe pastdecade and the related business models
derived from nostalgic spaces in Taiwan, ‘nostalgia’ seems
to become notonly astyle oranact of retrospection,
harkening to the good old days but a popular '‘product.’
Itis even seenasan opportunity for developing local
economy and tourismin a place thatis eager toincrease
its recognition and highlight its distinctiveness from the
others. No matter if the builders are continuing with the
original use of the space or changing into a new purpose,
old houses are being refurbished for various uses such as
cafes, restaurants, zakka shops (small shops selling products
forhome), galleries, studios, or special lodgings. Space with
ahistory can help trace people's lifestyle in the past, making
it seem to be more appealing to some young entrepreneurs
and small-size business. Not only more and more young
entrepreneurs choose to work on old houses when
founding their new business, but also local governments
see the old house renovation as an approach for revitalizing
old neighborhoods and promoting local tourism. Before
reflecting upon the impacts, we need to look into why the
old house renovation has become such a popular trend,
as of late, in Taiwan and can be illustrated from practical
experiencesand observationin related cases.

Boan 84, Taipei
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Beyond Nostalgia

- Itisareminder of forgotten values: The founder of Art
Yard, Mr. Yi-Cheng Jou, gave a speech on the topic of
Twatiutia (a historical neighborhood in Taipei) in the 1920s
anditsimpacts onthe present. Asan owner of shopsin
historical spaces in Twatiutia, he defined Twatiutia as not
only being the name
of the place, but as
arepresentative of
anera.ltisnotonly
an erain which the
entrepreneurship
of the place made
great contribution to
the early economic
development in
Taiwan, it also, in addition to stimulating entrepreneurship,
people's creativity was triggered as a reaction to the
changes. Old buildings and historical space can imply more
thanits architectural values. For business owners who
choose to preserve or recreate ‘the losttime’ inan old
house, therenovationis beyondthe purpose of the business
itselfValues are in the historical context of our present life,
manifested through ourinteraction with them.

- It'sa quest for identity: Old houses and nostalgic spaces
are agents for our collective memory. Designated heritage
sites serve the same purpose of helping us map the past
onto the present. Notwithstanding, old houses are more
approachable when comparing to the designated heritage
sites with specific significances or purposes. In other
words, a place also needs its identity to keep distinctive
and competitive. Old buildings accumulate traces of
human activities in the place and it is through this that
the place develops its own uniqueness. When referring to
such uniqueness, people associate with such place. This
uniqueness is the identity and the power of a place that can
never be replaced and reproduced. This identity of a place
canbe more powerful than any political claim.



- It'swhere innovation is based: quite a large percentage of
the young entrepreneurs and space owners are engaging
in the fields of art, creativity, and design. A lot of old spaces
are renovated as galleries, art studios, crafts shops, or
designers'shops.
New ideas derived
from the old can be
more affective and
everlasting when
people can relate to
their own memory and
experience. For people
engaging in the fields of art, creativity, and design; building
the association with consumers or audience is critical.
Inspirations from traditions and historical environment are
the seedsforinnovation.

Old house preservation or renovation may convey the
values that are worth to be remembered again. Itimplies
the socio-economic changes and the formation of a place's
identity. Last but not the least, it is where innovation
originates and what gives the profundity to the new.

Behind the Romance

The real business is always not as romantic as the illusion
created in the nostalgic space. Mr. Jerry Yen, the CEO of
COMPOBAG (a design and art branding company) and the
co-founder of URS 155 (an experimental public art space
at a historic house from the Chin Dynasty in Twatiutia) has
shared his opinionsin a meeting about his experience
reusing the historic house as a public art space on Dihua
Street as one of the location of the Urban Regeneration
Stations. "This project has exceeded our estimationin terms
of capital and finance. The space must remain non-profit
and free for charge to the public while the operational
team needs to cover the entire cost of restoration and
maintenance. The restoration and maintenance can be
endless and far more complicated than dealing with
modern buildings."

Among All Users

Though reusing old houses or refurbishing old
neighborhood could be beneficial for the local economy,
enterprises, tourists, or governments; the negative impacts
must not be neglected. Business activities, crowds, or new
neighbors will affect the balance of the original lifestyle in
the neighborhood as well as the environment. All users of
the place have equal responsibility in reducing negative
impacts to assure the sustainability of the localeso as to
ensure that more people can enjoy the benefits of it. Solo
Singer Inn (a renovated old small-size hotel in Taipei), has
made one of its business core values, paying respect to the
place’ s historical contextand original lifestyle, and as such
the management must make a decision on which activities
to host a priority for the hotel. Assuring the balance among
all users will help to assure the quality and values of the
place shared by everyone.

Old house renovation and the historical environment are
not just about nostalgia and business. They are precious for
our civilization and the future generation. The sustainability
requires the care and awareness from all stakeholders and
consumers.

Solo Singer Inn
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Is Taipei Ready for the Creative Class +

Creative Economy?
[®SZ  Jessica Lee

Richard Florida, an American urban study theorist, claims
that creative class will be the primary driver of economy in
the USin his book The Rise of Creative Class, published a
decade agoin 2002. Who comprises Creative Class? Creative
Class is a new social class comprised of people who work in
industries that generate new ideas, new technology and
new creative contents, namely the architects, the designers,
the engineers, the scientists, the artists, the writers, etc. To
support Florida’ sown claim, he researched into how much
percentage of workforce is comprised of the Creative Class,
andthe following graph is what he has found out:

In 2006, Creative Class occupies approximately one-third of
the entire workforce in the US and earning almost half of the
wages. This stunning study has shown not only the number
of Creative Class is emerging, but also how important they
are contributing to the economy. How is the Creative Class
contributing to the economy, one may ask? But perhaps
we should first discuss what "form" of economy is Taiwan
facing now. Taiwan has gone through several industrial
transformations in the past five decades: from an economy
that was heavily based on agriculture in the immediate
post-WWill era in the 50s, to the industrial economy in the
60s, to technological development economy starting
in the late 70s, and now a knowledge-based economy,
where knowledge substitutes capital and labor as the new
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forms of "business product, educational and innovative
intellectual products and services that can be exported for
high value return, or simply as productive asset," or Florida
would simply put it this way: "an economy that is powered
by creativity." Florida firmly believes that creativity "has
become the decisive source of competitive advantage.”

[8 2R : FabCafe Taipei Facebook page
and Makerbar Facebook page

Inaddition to observation and claims made on relationships
between the Creative Class and the knowledge-based
economy, Florida also discussed how cities can be shaped
to help nurturing creativity at the regional and local level.
Regardless the intervention is to be made from a top-down
policy-driven by government or a bottom-up grassroot
effort by local talents, one simply cannot disregard the
importance and necessity of community, or knowledge-
based community to be more exact. Evidences has shown
that the success of Silicon Valley consists of clustering
structure with networked economy, productive efficiency
derived from proximity of related industries, and the flowing
of talents from prestigious academic institutions nearby.
Aside from the paradigm of Silicon Valley, Mission District
in San Francisco, Meatpacking District and Williamsburg in
NYC, Biotech clusterin Boston, all stands as great example of
how creative and innovative clusters are formed.

Looking at the similar numbers on Creative Classin the
context of Taiwan, we may observe that the number of



Creative Class has doubled in the past two decades (see
figure below), but has not mobilized into a critical mass that
isinfluentialenoughto affectthe economy.

In addition to the percentage of Creative Class in the overall
workforce,  would like to examine the urban infrastructure
forentrepreneursin Taipeiand hope to generate some
thoughts in discussing whether Taipei has the right settings
to attract talented and creative people. My research on
entrepreneurial incubators and co-working spaces has
indicated that Taiwanese government has made attempts
to follow the footsteps of foreign cases by creating similar
clusters in the urban context. A wide range of government
subsidized incubators and creative parks/zones, privately
invested incubators spaces and co-working spaces have
sprouted all over Taipeiin recent years. This year, a very
specific group of Creative Class, the makers, have also made
their move in Taipei, as the Fablab Taipei, FabCafe and
Makerbar emerged to re-invent new ways of working and
collaboration. These creative parks/zones, incubators, co-
working spaces and maker’ s spaces seems to be providing
agood foundation for Taipei to nurture Creative Economy.

But, what is still missing? Florida argues that one of the key
quality of a Creative City is diversity, meaning an open and
sharing environment that allows creative class to be more
productive. | would also add to Florida's argument that
multi-disciplinary collaborations is also part of the creative
and productive process. Based on my observations of the
Creative Parks/Zones and incubator spaces (usually for tech
startups) throughout Taipei, | would argue that there lacks a
culture of ‘sharing” in Asian cultures. Perhaps, there needs
to be more open and shared spaces between individual
entitiesin those creative spaces to help fostering the culture
of "sharing". There needs much more open dialogues in
between entities to increase opportunities to exchange
ideas and informations. Dialogues can happen formally in
organized events or simply informally in kitchen or lounge
over a cup of coffee. Physical features of spaces can be easily
replicated but not the culture of "sharing".

KATEESHE | AIRKENERE

B F2-R : Miguel de Guzman

However, | see the emergence of the maker's spaces as an
opportunity to demonstrate a different ambiance for co-
working space. The current incubator spaces receive many
critiques on being too enclosed and partitioned, almost like
asetup for conventional classrooms. On the other hand,
because of the immobility of machines and along with the
strategic merging with sociable programs (cafe, bar, gallery
and perhaps many other more possibilities), the makers
spaces potentially allow open dialogues and increase
chances of collaborations. Although these potentials are
yet to be observed over time, but | rather await with great
optimism.

B F2RIR : IEH NCCU Facebook page
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THE TRANSITION TIMELINE

for a local, resilient future

“So here it is:
the map and timeline of how to

save our world and ourselves.”
- Richard wwthor of

Shaun Chamberlin
Forcward by Rob Hopkins
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2 The City And The River

&S T.C LIN

Itissaid that fengshui has strict requirements on the

positioning of cities. The central axis is supposed to run
from north to south, with its north end pointing towards
a mountain that runs from east to west and acts as the
guardian of the city. Awinding river around the city is said to
be an auspicious feature. Even the Forbidden City in Beijing
was built according to these rules. And at first glance, the
city of Taipei conforms almost exactly to these conditions
as well, surrounded by winding rivers and bordered on the
north by Yangmingshan. But something happened along
the way, a kind of divorce.

Taipei used to be all about the rivers surrounding it. Trade
poured in from overseas as ships plied up and down the
rivers, bringing goods and passengers to the riverfront
districts of Dadaocheng and Wanhua. For hundreds of years,
the pristine water supplied to the Taipei Basin by the rivers
was the source of health, livelihood and transportation.

But the focus of the city was destined to move inland as it
expanded. The authorities built a walled administrative
center halfway in between the two main business districts,
and then the Japanese tore down the walls and built what
is now the Presidential Office, facing away from the river,
away from the old business districts, towards the eastern
plains that were the subject of elaborate plans for the
development the city. Nonetheless, ships from Taiwan still
traveled all overthe region under Japaneserule.
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But that would not last. When the KMT began administering
the city, under the cloud of the threat from mainland
China’ s communist forces, the sea and everything close
to it became off-limits, mirroring on a smaller, civic scale
China’ sretreat from the seain the late Ming Dynasty,
another tragedy on another scale.Military installations
took over the shorelines.The island was repurposed for the
use of smallindustries, whose pollution was deliberately
overlooked so that quick profits could be maximized.
Purportedly for flood control purposes, huge walls were
built separating the rivers from the city.The government
widened the bottleneck of the Danshui Riverin Guandu,
allowing saltwater to flow inland and completely change
the ecosystem, which was already under severe attack
from the unregulated pollution flowing into the river from
the city’ s primitive sewage systems and countless small
factories. The path of the river was changed,dredging the
river ceased; with no ship traffic to accommodate, it soon
became too shallow for all but the smallest, flat-bottom
boats. The shallower rivers flooded even more. Even then,
the reek of pollution made this a somewhat less than
appealing notion, and fishing was out of the question for
the same reason. Waterfront property wasn't for living any
more; it was forfactories and junkyards.

Gradually, the people of Taipei forgot about the rivers
surrounding them. Rivers were just things one caught a brief
glimpse of when hurtling across a bridge from one part of
the city to another,The prohibitions against coastal uses
combined with local beliefs that water was dangerous, a self-
perpetuating and most vicious cycle, as the more people
believed that swimming and other water activities were
dangerous, the fewer people engaged in such activities.
The polluted state of the water did not exactly help in this
regard either,and the government actively discouraged
any riverside farming or settlement. Again, "flood control",
a problem exacerbated by the very measures implemented
to control it, was the driving force behind such actions.
However, in Taiwan, the difficulties in dealing with the
pragmatic realities of life resulting from ill-advised policy



are almost always dealt with in the same fashion: Under-
the-table practices with little of no enforcement. Thus, the
farms and other river-related activities, became part of the
unofficial mythology, like the rivers themselves.

For decades, this was the state of things in Taipei. The
old waterfront districts of Wanhua and Dadaocheng
languished, falling into disrepair as the city’ s focus moved
further and further inland from the forgotten rivers. The old
districts were now bordered not by the river butinstead
faced huge concrete walls that allowed no scent or sign of
theriver it concealed. Hidden rivers were not just easier to
ignore, they were also much easier to pollute, and without
any public impetus for reform, factories were free to
continue dumping whatever chemicals they liked into the
waters. The results of these pollutants entering the riverside
farms and fishing, a world that didn’ t officially exist, were
likewise ignored.

However, some of these things began to change. Recent
administrations have opened an eye towards the existence
of the rivers, raising enforcement of environmental
standards to the point that the water isn't as toxic as it once
was. A certain amount of fish and other flora and fauna have
returned. Boats now ply the waters between Dadaocheng,
Guandu and Danshui, and there is talk of a new ferry down

KATEREAHE | BRNHHHRER &

the coast to Hualian. The riverside has been
transformed into a place for bicycling and
sports.

Current construction methods, floodways,
underground storm water reservoirs, etc.,
make the existence of primitive floodwalls
unnecessary, and with Taiwan's population
growth slowing, there simply isn't a need
to cover up the rivers with concrete and
buildings; there is space for wetlands, for
floodplains, there is space for theriver.

But that would only be the beginning. The
participation of the rivers in the existence
of acityisanindicator of more than physical
presence; rivers are the opposite of walls; they connect us
to the rest of the world. Taipei tore down one wall but built
many more, the most important of which were in the minds
of its residents.

It's high time those walls came down.
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