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Matches During the Qing Dynasty
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History of Matches

In the Southern and Northern Dynasties, Chinese people
used small wooden sticks, sulfur and flints to strike fires. It
was the beginning of using matches. Until in 1826, John
Walker, a British chemist and pharmacist, used some
chemical elements to invent friction matches for people
using.

For improving safety and inflammability, white and yellow
phosphorus were used as elements at that time. Until the
middle 19th century, yellow phosphorus was replaced by
red phosphorus, selling yellow-phosphorus matches were
forbidden in all countries.

In today's modern society, flints and matches have been
replaced by lighters.

Moreover, lighters are popularly used and have become
necessities in our daily lives.
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History of Taiwan's Matches

In the middle 19th century, matches were imported from
Europe, some foreign businessmen offered matches to
Daoguang Emperor as tributes. Soon, these matches
interested many nobles, so more matches were imported
then.

In 1879, Wei Sheng Hsuan, an overseas Chinese,
established the first local match factory called "Chiao Ming
Match Factory" in Guangdong Area.

In 1868, matches were imported in Tamsui. In 1878,
matches were imported in Kaohsiung. In 1878, matches
were imported in Tainan. All matches were shipped from
Europe or Hong Kong.

In 1875, a Japanese businessman established a match
factory in Japan.

Then, the Japanese match industry began to develop and
could export matches to Taiwan.
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Match Bottles Metal Matchboxes
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Chinese Matchboxes Matchboxes during
the Qing Dynasty
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Matches During the Period of Japanese Occupation
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Matches During the Period of Japanese
Occupation

In 1895, the "Treaty of Shimonoseki" was signed.
Taiwan was overwhelmed by Japanese matches. In order
to increase taxes and decrease expenses in war,
Japanese government decided to execute the
dispensation policy for many resources, matches were
included.

In 1938, under the support of Governor-General, two
Japanese enterprises decided to cooperate, furthermore,
established a match factory together in Taichung. This
factory was planned to produce enough matches for
Taiwan's need at that time.

In 1942, the Governor-General executed an exclusive
policy for selling matches. So this factory was reformed,
and then was controlled by the government.




Match and Cigarette Bottles Matches during the Period of
Japanese Occupation
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Match Labels during the Period of Japanese Occupation
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Matches During the R.O.C. Period

In 1945, Taiwan was restored to the R. O. C.
government. Then, the only match factory in Taiwan was
renamed and reformed.

On Feb. 2, 1948, the first private match company,
Taiwan Match Co., Ltd., was formally established and
began to produce various types of matches.

In 1960, this company became the first listed company
in Taiwan's stock market, total about 300 employees at
that time.

In 1972, this company produce total about 30,000
baskets per month, 66% matches in Taiwan were
produced by it.

In 1994, this company stopped producing matches
formally.
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Famous Brand Matchboxes
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Various Types of Matchboxes
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A Show of Cultural Vitality: Various Types of
Matchboxes

In the 1950s, many match companies were operated in
Taiwan, therefore, the "Taiwan Match Manufacturers'
Association" was established. These companies often
interchanged technologies and information together.

In the 1970s and 1980s, Taiwan's economy developed
rapidly, so the match industry was in a highest point. The
number of association members is up to 67.

At that time, various matchboxes with special
appearances and patterns were created, the match
industry show a cultural vitality that never had before.
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Drawer-Type Matchboxes Hexagonal Matchboxes
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Grate-Type Matchboxes Long-Bar Matchboxes
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Many Types of Matchboxes
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Advertisement Matchboxes

Marketing Tools for Various
i Industries : Advertisement Matchboxes
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In the era without many mediums, advertisement

matchboxes were effective marketing tools for




OFE L& & Oz tRg

Marine Matchboxes Transport Matchboxes
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Diplomacy Matchboxes Military Matchboxes
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Finance Matchboxes Beverage Matchboxes
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Chinese Painting Matchboxes
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Entertainment Matchboxes
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Entertainment Matchboxes
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Entertainment Matchboxes

Newspapers, magazines, movies, TV programs, dramas,
and tours were popular entertainment items for ordinary
people. So entertainment firms often gave customers
matchboxes for advertising, in the meanwhile, also
arranged mass mediums for promoting.

At that time, movie star, western movie, and romance

film matchboxes were very popular collections.
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Tourism Industry Matchboxes
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Tourism Industry Matchboxes
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An Introduction to Tourism Industry
Matchboxes

When touring became popular in Taiwan, many hotels
and restaurants often gave self-manufactured matches for
advertising, smokers were the most important target group.
At that time, many tourism enterprises such as the hot
spring hotels in Beitou, Bolero restaurant, Peng Lai Ke club,
Grand Hotel, Imperial Hotel, and Leofoo Hotel, all of them

used self-manufactured matchboxes for advertising.
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Hot Spring Hotel Matchboxes
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Hotel Matchboxes
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Chinese Zodiac Matchboxes
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History of Chinese Zodiac

According to some documents in the Qin Dynasty, the
word of "Chinese Zodiac" had already been written down.
In accordance with the Chinese Era, 12 animals: rat, ox,
tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster,
dog, and pig were ranked to match the 12 Earthly
Branches.

Besides, some documents in the Eastern Han and
Northern Zhou Dynasty also had written down the ranking
of 12 animals in Chinese Zodiac.

As most people knew, a contest for animals: running
across river, was held on the Jade Emperor's birthday to
rank 12 positions for the Chinese Zodiac.
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A Show of Tradition Culture—Chinese Zodiac
Matchboxes

By the combination of "12 Earthly Branches" and "12
animals in Chinese Zodiac", 12-pairs periods form the
traditional Chinese era, people often use it to decide
their ages and make a fortune telling. Besides, the animal
signs are auspicious elements for creating art works.

As the same of coins and stamps, the Chinese Zodiac
matchboxes had become very popular for collecting, also
possessing both daily use and art value.

Particularly, for blessing all visitors, this room exhibits
various types of horse-pattern matchboxes in the Year of
Horse: 2014.
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Chinese Zodiac Matchboxes
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Year-of-Horse Matchboxes
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Year-of-Horse Matchboxes
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Appliance Matchboxes
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