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The central axis through North Town is Zhongshan North Road. The 
lanes and alleys branching off from the main road are full of American 
and Japanese architecture and cultural remnants from the past: the 
Japanese-style Tiaotong street system, one-of-a-kind art venues, and 
nascent cultural creative areas—blended together in a single multicul-
tural urban landscape.

Built in 1900 as a high-end Japanese restaurant. In 1913, 
“Father of the Nation” Sun Yat-sen came to Taiwan and was 
received by the Japanese governor-general. In 1947, 
President Chiang Kai-shek specially designated this site as 
the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial House. The house was taken 
down in 1983, when sections of the Taipei railway were 
being moved underground, and rebuilt about 50 meters 
north of the original site in 1986. The museum exhibits 
historically valuable materials and manuscripts from Sun’s 
visit to Taiwan.

��  Ume Yashiki
This is a Western-style red brick townhouse in the style of 
Tatsuno Kingo, built by a businessman during the Japanese 
colonial era. In 2003, it was purchased and restored. In 2006, 
it was converted to a co�ee shop and re-opened. The 
restoration of the old house was awarded the 2007 Taipei 
Urban Landscape Gold Award for Restoration and is a �ne 
example of a revitalized old building 

Monument Café

Built in 1921 during the Japanese colonial era, the site was originally used 
to house the Taipei Kensei Shōgakkō Elementary School. In 1946, Taipei City 
Government moved its o�ces here, where they stayed for nearly 50 years. 
In 1996, the building was designated a municipal monument by the city 
government. In 2001, the red brick building reopened as the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Taipei, the �rst of its kind in Taiwan. Year-round 
contemporary art exhibitions have brought new life to the historical 
building.

Museum of Contemporary Art 
(MOCA) Taipei

This Gothic-style Protestant church, built by the Japanese in 
1937, is a three-story building with a minaret. The wooden 
pews, donation boxes, and old-fashioned organ date from 
the time of construction and have been preserved. In 1996, 
the church was designated a municipal monument by 
Taipei City Government.

Zhongshan Presbyterian Church ����
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Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei (by Bankota Cheng)
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Called Taishōchō (“Taishō District”) during the Japanese 
colonial era, the checkered streets lie in the area between 
Civic Boulevard and Nanjing East Road, Zhongshan North 
Road Section 1 and Xinsheng North Road. What is today 
Civic Boulevard was the �rst “tiaotong” and there are ten in 
total, up to Nanjing East Road. This area was originally used 
to house Japanese o�cials, the buildings neat 
Japanese-style bungalows. Later, Japanese restaurants, 
bars, and hotels gradually appeared and have formed the 
unique Tiaotong culture.

Tiaotong Area Tour
During the Japanese colonial era, this was a Japanese 
cemetery known as Mihashichō. Many dignitaries were 
buried here, including seventh governor-general, Baron 
Akashi Motojiro. The cemetery possessed two Japanese 
torii (memorial arches), one large and one small. In 2003, 
when the area was converted into Linsen Park, the torii 
were kept as historical landmarks.

Linsen Park Torii 
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In 1925, the United States built a Southern US–style villa as a consulate on 
what is now Zhongshan North Road Section 2. When the Nationalist 
government came to Taiwan, it was converted into a residence for the US 
ambassador to the Republic of China (ROC), but it was later closed when 
diplomatic relations between the ROC and the United States were broken 
o�. In 1997, it was designated a third-class monument (now also a 
municipal monument) and was renovated by Taipei City Government and 
named “Taipei House”. It o�cially opened in 2002 and has a cinema, a 
�lm-art themed bookstore, and a co�ee shop. SPOT has become a place 
where �lm lovers gather and exchange ideas.

SPOT Taipei
This Japanese-style single-story maisonette was built by the Governor-gen-
eral’s o�ce as living quarters for o�cials during the Japanese colonial era. 
In 1953, it became the home and studio of dancer Tsai Jui-yueh, the mother 
of modern dance in Taiwan. In her youth, Tsai went to Japan to study dance 
and brought back the concepts of modern dance. This building has been 
through demolition, arson, and reconstruction. It now has a courtyard, an 
outdoor café, and a dance studio, providing spaces where artists can 
perform and relax.

 Tsai Jui-yueh Dance Research Institute

The underground corridor between Shuanglian and Zhongshan 
metro stations was originally planned as an underground book 
street. In 2017, the Eslite Bookstore took over and built Eslite 
R79—the longest book street in Taiwan (approx. 270 m). The 
spatial layout gives the store the look of a book street and includes 
a wide range of books. There are also independent stores selling 
cultural and creative goods, accessories, and homeware. 
Occasional art performances also help to create a fun and cozy 
environment for book lovers.

Zhongshan Underground 
Book Street
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�Surrounding Areas

No. 46, Section 1, Zhongshan N Rd, Zhongzheng District, 
Taipei City  9:00-12:00；13:00-17:00

No. 39,  Chang'an West Road, Datong District ,  Taipei  City
10:00-18:00；Closed on Monday

No. 18, Section 2, Zhongshan N Rd, Zhongshan District, Taipei City
11:00-21:00；Closed on Monday

 No. 10號, Lane 48, Section 2, Zhongshan North Road, 
Zhongshan District, Taipei City 10:00-17:00；Closed on Monday

No. 2, Chang'an West Road, Zhongshan District, 
Taipei City  11:00-21:00；Closed on Sunday

No. 62, Linsen N Rd, Zhongshan District, Taipei City Zhongshan District, Taipei City Nanjing East Road, Section 1, Zhongshan District, 
Taipei City

No. 108, Section 1, Zhongshan N Rd, Zhongshan District, 
Taipei City 11:00-19:00；Closed on Saturday and Sunday

No. 85, Section 2, Bade Rd, Zhongshan District, 
Taipei City  9:00-21:00

No. 68, Section 2, Chang'an East Road, Zhongshan District, 
Taipei City  9:30-16:30；Closed on Sunday

B1, No. 96, Section 1, Jianguo North Road, Zhongshan District,
 Taipei City  10:00-18:00；Closed on Monday

No. 1, Section 1, Bade Rd, Zhongzheng District, Taipei City

No. 7, Lane 48, Section 2, Zhongshan North Road, 
Zhongshan District, Taipei City

2F, No.16, Chifeng Street, Lane 47, Datong District, 
Taipei City  12:00-22:00

B1, No. 16, Nanjing West Road, Datong District, 
Taipei City  11:00-21:30

Distributor:

Organizer:

Date of Publication:

Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei City Government

Vista Publishing

October 2020

Shopping

Culture &
Creativity

Strolling about North Town － Folding Map

This barrel store was established in 1928. The owner’s son, Lin 
Hsiang-lin, studied woodwork for three years with a Japanese 
master. All products are made by hand, and the store has now 
been handed down to the third generation of the same family. It is 
the only handmade barrel store in Taipei. Many Japanese tourists 
come here to buy wooden barrels, regarding the store as 
continuing Japanese woodworking heritage. It is truly the pride of 
Taiwan.

Lintian Cooperage
Located between Zhongshan and Shuanglian metro stations, the 
Zhongshan Linear Park was planned as a recreational green space. 
The park was designed with irregular curves and simple grey and 
white tones and was created by Taipei Rapid Transit Corporation in 
2018. It is a new bright spot in the bustling Zhongshan commercial 
district. On holidays, small fun markets, concerts, and street 
performances are held from time to time, becoming a new 
recreational entertainment attraction.

Zhongshan Linear Park
An attic building with a 70-year history. The owner, a former 
teacher, turned the old house into an independent bookstore with 
an industrial architectural style. The store mainly focuses on 
photography, literature, philosophy, and art. Illumination Books is 
very popular with hipsters.

Illumination Books
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The park stands on the site of a winery and camphor factory built 
in 1914 during the Japanese colonial era. When it was taken over 
by the Nationalist government in 1945, it was renamed Taipei 
Winery and designated a municipal monument. Since 1999, the 
government has commissioned private art organizations to run 
the facilities. Plans were made to turn the site into a creative park 
that would provide space for cultural creative industries, art and 
design, arts venues and cultural exhibitions, and performances. 
The cultural and creative shops, �ne dining, and outdoor green 
space make Huashan a great place for art and culture.

Huashan 1914 Creative Park
Founded in 1919, this was the �rst and only brewery in Taiwan 
during the Japanese colonial era. It was renamed Jianguo Brewery 
in 1975 and is now operated by Taiwan Tobacco and Alcohol 
Company under the name Taipei Brewery. The building retains the 
original brick exterior, and the old production equipment is kept 
on site to preserve important artefacts of brewing culture. In 2000, 
the Taipei City Government designated the site a municipal 
monument. While a functional brewery, it also combines 
sightseeing, culture, and leisure, and is a �ne specimen of cultural 
preservation among Taiwan’s historical sites.

Taipei Brewery
Established in 1995, this is the �rst and only paper museum in 
Taiwan. The museum was set up after paper entrepreneur Chen 
Suho and his wife died tragically in a plane crash. Chen had hoped 
to set up a paper museum, and after his death his children took on 
the mantle and established Suho Paper Memorial Museum. The 
museum is currently managed by Suho Memorial Paper Culture 
Foundation. The museum displays and sells all kinds of paper 
products, and there is also a small paper factory. Exhibitions and 
special events are held from time to time to promote the art of 
papermaking in Taiwan.

 Suho Paper Memorial Museum 
Founded in 1997 by entrepreneur Lin Wenren and his wife, this is 
the �rst miniatures museum in Asia, and at the time of founding it 
was also said to be the world’s largest. The collection amounts to 
more than 200 pieces, most of which are made of the same 
materials as the originals, but to a 1:12 scale. Each piece is 
eye-catching, but the crown jewel is the “Rose Mansion”.

Miniatures Museum of Taiwan

CHENGBEI
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The North Town area radiates from 
Nanjing West Road shopping area in 
Zhongshan District, stretching north to 
Minsheng West Road, east to Zhong-
shan North Road, south to Chang'an 
West Road, and west to Chengde 
Road.
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