£J01S§ JIA0D)

B> A S

REE 2 — T —IHREEEN ?

‘l::‘ iéléz: “‘N\\\-\\~\-
Kt 515 RAEERBHRE R—Fn]

Advice from four conductor
maestros

It takes intellectual grasp of music, skills at conveying emotions, and acquisition of eastern aesthetics to
become a good conductor of Chinese orchestras—four famed conductors give their advice.
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ver the years, Chinese orchestras
Ohave become one of the most
familiar performing art forms for Chinese
audiences. Yet the unique aesthetic
presentation of Chinese music which
borrows the instrumentation of western
orchestras is still developing, and it
has remained a huge task to find more
committed and emerging conductors
to bring out the best performance of
Chinese orchestras. Besides conveying
the emotions and thoughts of composers
with the distinctive Chinese instruments
and performing skills, conductors leading




a "modern" Chinese orchestra also have
to find new ways to break into different
cultural frontiers, blend western musical
elements with eastern ones, and most
important of all—think outside the box and
show up the uniqueness and modernity
of Chinese orchestras in the 21st century.
Four conductor maestros will tell us what
are the essential personality and capability
that a contemporary Chinese orchestra
conductor must acquire in order to lead

and shine on the international music scene.
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Professional training and
sharp hearing

As it is not necessarily true that a
master chef always has a diploma from
the famed Le Cordon Bleu Paris, a good
conductor does not have to have a degree
in music conducting. What matters more is
one's gift in the grasp of music and the will
to learn as well as accumulate vast musical
knowledge, and as it should be—chance
and good luck. Up until now, we still
cannot find a school in China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong or Macau that provides a degree in
conducting a Chinese orchestra. It may be a
pity that students cannot learn conducting
as a profession while they receive
education in music schools, but if we look
on the bright side, the lack of the presence
of a conducting degree also suggests we
have plenty of opportunity to cultivate
good Chinese orchestra conductors, from
those who have a career in performing to
those who make compositions.




Mastering the history
of eastern music: Yan
Huichang

For maestro conductor Yan Huichang,
who leads the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra,
a good conductor of a Chinese orchestra
needs to have profound knowledge in
Chinese music and sharp hearing that
allows him to tell good music from bad

music.

"It is not an easy job to conduct a
Chinese orchestra. | think conducting a
Chinese orchestra is even more difficult
than conducting a western one," Yan says.
It is vital for those who are committed to
leading Chinese orchestras to always bear
in mind that they must spend time on
understanding the history of eastern music

thoroughly.
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Bring out the emotions of
orchestra members: Hu
Bingxu

Hu Bingxu, artistic director and
conductor of Guangdong National
Orchestra, draws an analogy between
a Chinese orchestra and western one.
"Western orchestration is totally different
from Chinese national music. One is like
that of English language and the other is
the Chinese language, and it takes time and
efforts to put them together and makes

them speak to each other," Hu says.

In his view, a good conductor
of a Chinese orchestra must possess a
keen sense of rhythm, knows how to let
loose of his passions for music, and more
importantly, he or she must have the tips
on how to bring out the emotions of the
orchestra members and show it when
performing on stage. By comparison,
western orchestras have a longer history, so
Chinese orchestras can make good use of

the western music genre, he says.
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"But just like buying a refrigerator

from overseas, you need more than steak
or bread in the freezer. Music wise, you
need to make western instruments speak
in more familiar Chinese terms," Hu says,
adding that Chinese orchestras have to
look for its unique way of presentation
in addition to borrowing techniques and

orchestration from the West.




Chen Cheng-hsiung, former
conductor of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra,
echoes Hu's view, stressing that a good
conductor of a Chinese orchestra is
characterized by his or her own style and
vision. Before Chen took the helm of the
Taipei orchestra, none of the orchestra
members knew how to read or use the
musical staff when performing Chinese
music; everyone read Chinese music in
simplified notation. Chen insisted that
every musician in the orchestra learn
the musical staff, thus opening up the
opportunity for collaboration of the Taipei-
based orchestra and western ones.
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The Taipei Chinese Orchestra is the
first one Chinese orchestra in the world
that can read the musical staff, giving the
orchestra the advantage to create new
compositions and in turn bring new life into
the tradition of Chinese music, he points
out. Chen emphasizes the importance
of making new Chinese music so that
the home-grown genre will continue to
prosper in the Chinese-speaking region. He
also notes that a good conductor cannot
always go for the amiable attitude, but one
has to be quick and sharp to find out what

goes wrong in an orchestration.




National Chinese Orchestra
conductor Qu Chunquan holds the view
that a good conductor passes the test
of time and knows how to find out the
team chemistry in an orchestra, since each
musician has his/her own profession and
personality. It is vital to strike a balance
between maintaining the wholeness as an
orchestra and showing the characteristics
of each musician. "An orchestra will fail
its audiences if the music only shows
the artistic part of a composition and
ignores the personality of the orchestra
members," he says. A conductor leading
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Chinese orchestra not only has to possess
professional skills of interpreting music, but
he or she needs to be able to communicate
well with the orchestra musicians, he
stresses. Qu is a firm believer that a good
conductor will win trust from the musicians
if he fully understands traditional, modern,
and avant-garde aspect of musical

instrumentation.
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Project to nurture new
talents

Knowing the importance of
nurturing more committed talents in the
field of conducting, Chung Yiu-kwong,
director of the Taipei Chinese Orchestra,
has been preparing a program with the
aim of promoting and encouraging more
musicians to be trained as conductor.
Hopefully, in the long run, we will be
seeing more emerging conductors leading
Chinese orchestras and make a strong

statement on the international stage.
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