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ongshang Hall opens its Taipei Lecture Hall on September 15. The newly-opened Taipei Lecture Hall
occupies the space situated on the third floor within the historical Zhongshan Hall, which previously was the
rehearsal and administrative room for Taipei Chinese Orchestra. The Taipei Lecture Hall transformed the foyers
into a boutique tea shop. In the future, citizens can come here for lecture events, tea tastings, flora arrangement
classes and an array of lifestyle courses.

X/ R (HESE T AR )
I, R0 Al S R i

Written by,”Lingli Wang

Photo by,”C&S Creative Group

FaPIE] R =ILBRBRNAIINEIR L
BE - (EHaRERRINEER » B1%
URZICWMAEREEEERE, - HER
NHEREFRE » DI NRENEILHE
_IREEALUE=E - SBRIE—&%
ANEMZELRE B ERNSHERK
EMETER  ABEHENTERRW
FREMESN AV - IEBEILERNR
£IE ~ HHEF - BEEEARIASZER -

Taipei Ximending has long been a
renowned leisure and entertainment

district since the Japanese occupation era.
In comparison, the newly opened venture
in the historic Taipei Zhongshan Hall, by a
stone's throw distance from the hustle and
bustle of Ximending, sets a serene feel to
the passerby. The clear sounds of guqin,
elegant teahouse, and the antiquated
foyers supplemented to the tranquility of

Taipei Lecture Hall.
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The founding dean of president is
Professor Ku-fang Lin from the Graduate
Institute for the Arts at Fo Guang University.
The grand opening on September 15th
saw Vice President Vincent Siew, President's
Senior Advisor Chen-chi Lin, Chairperson
of The Alliance Cultural Foundation,
Stanley Yen, and Quanta Arts Foundation's
Chairman, Barry Lam standing in support
for the event. 96-year old and recipient of
National Award for Arts, Guang-bing Chang

is to credit for the beautiful calligraphy
tablet hung high across the entrance.
The newly opened Taipei Lecture Hall
occupies the space situated on the third
floor within the historical Zhongshan
Hall, which previously was the rehearsal
and administrative room for Taipei
Chinese Orchestra. The Taipei Lecture Hall
transformed the foyers into a boutique
tea shop. In the future, citizens can come

here for lecture events, tea tastings, flora
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arrangement classes and an array of

lifestyle courses.

Ku-fang Lin believes there are
still some private colleges following the
traditional legacy. In the past few years,
China had also reestablished many historic
colleges, however, regretfully more in the
sense of appearances. These colleges even
contradict the traditions and standpoints of
its ancestors. In the 2009 cross-strait cultural
exchange symposium held in Changsha,

Ku-feng Lin's talk on Taiwan's specialty




and role in promoting Chinese culture
was received with great enthusiasm, and
identified Lin's perspectives complemented
what China was in need of. Lin, himself,
believes that was the starting point of
Taipei Lecture Hall.

Celebrity mentors
accentuate self-cultivation

" Lecture hall " is an education
institute in ancient China. It was then

apart from public education system.

Dated back to Eastern Zhou Dynasty (770
BC~221 BQ), private schoolings flourished,
but due to diverse scales, they did not
develop to become an influential system.
In Tang Dynasty, these private lecture
halls were primarily utilized to repair, edit
and store books, it wasn't until later did
they begin lecturing. When Emperor Tang
Shuan-chun was at throne (718 BC) , he
established Chung-hsu Lecture Hall for
research and academic consultancy. Since
then, the entire nation celebrated their
libraries as " lecture halls ". Even so, these

EWERMERNEERENREERERFNRE -

EABHEMRA SRR - £ - REAXENFE
BENTET - BEET - £SSH - BIRLEDE
i -

TRATHBRAEHL - ERE - B
BriniiEs » ZIERENBERESK - 3
EERER - BXER - SBERFOA
gt » FEEX  BERHE - S8R
FMERAIFRRIRERE_+_-F (7
TT1683F) - REIHIRHR » E2E
INTERATER - RIGFEHRETIZE

EREESZERATATERIEEER
R SHBEIER  TEAREER
B FBESINRBEREN - MEfE
MERER - ERVABBHIZREIR
RUBNEARERAR » HABEEM
AL EMEGE - AR RESERGRAL
& - 2N EREE—TFSAEERE
BEHNFEN  URMESR » tt—h
BREFENASEEHAINHEA
SKAMGRIESHFIENKERE » ™
S EBRAISHETT ~ B4 - 5 A
SRENEEQRNE  HFERRMARE
o WERHEANER—EEEEE
BRI EEERER -

iE )
fERRHEBLTE LA LR e

MEBEL - EREGUERME—
EEFECH  RIREM2NEREE . =
EBMDEERELERR THEXICHE
i SHEREILERMIREZMNRG
o MER  ERNIIRRZEUMME
£ - EGEREH S KEEHRRIL
Bl » EEHRTELIEE - ElL
ABMZRZ » NBTiGRERE BRI EIEH -
BT RFEMZIE L » HEXSR
MABASETELEDR - tLESHE
BHAERENPRMTREIAZER
Fifx - #BAEHR—T5EMME - T3S
@S+ S 2RULERE » BB
BEX » £fEO—ESHIUEEE
&~ SNIETTENIE - ERREE
ZE « ERNOUBEEEE—ERED
s - BISRREE » T HXRMER
BEREamEENIEZENIE » B
MNEEEMEEFRAMRAREM -

danieag 6E

HESANENH |



o IEEELLE I

MEBHERBRELALHE - 1T
Az~ ABMSI58 - fER » BELE > B
BEMLZE R » BELL - MEBLUEENZIE -
METS T - SILEREEIE AR
& 2 [BRAENEZ] T Bk
FTELSRIIMZE » BEURRNE
ANRSERS PR T RIAGNZ T - fiER > 11
M2 ABERENRHAEMRIRZ
fy EREARHBMEZ BT =1
Eht - LA BRBERIAE - i
o BNBEEER  BEUE > ME
It BREEmERNRRN - HEEEN
HYEIFE -

Ry RS - 2UERBINRRIEIZYY - RN A EA K RZZER ©

" lecture halls " did not bear the function

of education and schooling until Five
Dynasties. Since Northern Song Dynasty,
" lecture halls " gained wide recognition
and many prestigious lecture halls such as,
Yuli College, Pailu Cave Lecture Hall, Yin-
tien Lecture Hall and Songyang Lecture
Hall influenced far and wide, even crossing
country borders to Korea and Japan.
Taiwan's first private " lecture hall " of this
kind started in Ching Dynasty in 1683. In
its height, this trend saw more than sixty



lecture halls in Taiwan, yet as western
influence spread, these lecture halls
dwindled.

The differences between the
private lecture halls and public schooling
system lie in the breadth of lectures and
their celebrity lecturers. They focused
on integrity and cultivation. Schooling
methods adopted individual training and
research, Q&A sessions, and public lectures.
The credo of the lecture halls is to be
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sound, strict and inclusive. After a year's
planning and refurbishing, Taipei Lecture
Hall finally opened to public. Founding
dean, Ku-feng-Lin stated that Taipei Lecture
Hall will continue the spirit of these historic
lecture halls and adapt it in our modern-
day schooling from four aspects: self-
cultivation, arts, living, and knowlege.
Furthermore, Taipei Lecture Hall is a space
of lifestyle aesthetics essential for locals and
international visitors to experience Taiwan's

culture.
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Taiwan's charm lies in its
realization of essence in
Chinese culture

Ku-fang Lin thinks lecture halls have
been a vital unit in passing on classics
and knowledge, combined with Taiwan's
utmost charm being realzing the essence
of Chinese culture, these are the true values
of Taipei Lecture Hall. "Private lecture halls
were exceptionally keen on classics, and
these are what strengthen a country. If
these roots were loose, the country cannot
stand space strong. Lecture halls put
emphasis on lecturers, who pass on their
experiences and researches, which was the
separation between school educations.
Often does Lin take on responsibility of

introducing Taiwan to friends from China
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and overseas, "we live in a place where
there are fragrant flowers within ten
steps, we spot a piece of beauty in every
back alley. There is potential everywhere
in Taiwan, in Taipei. These forces are the
steadying forces of the society and are
what makes Taiwan a place you want to live
in. These forces are our spirits at the lecture
hall!

Ku-fang Lin positions the lecture hall
in classics, and mentorship. "Without these,
lecture halls cannot be called lecture hall;
Lin said. Taipei Lecture Hall emphasizes
integrity and anticipates its mentors to
relay lessons of integrity to the students.
"This is what the modern-day education is
lacking of, and that is why we are now here
to compensate this lacking."

Fulfill living art, enrich our
lives

Taipei Lecture Hall seek an
inclusive approach to its teachings. In
the future, it will include Taoism's nature
philosophy, Buddhism's compassion, and
Confucianism's principle ethics. Moreover,
Taipei Lecture Hall upholds the belief that
aesthetics should be interwoven with
ethics. The teahouse of Taipei Lecture Hall
will hold cultural events to enrich aesthetics
into each student's lives. Lin emphasized
that diversity is one of the most charming
characteristics of Taiwan's culture.
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First term of Taipei Lecture Hall
invites celebrity mentors Ku-fang Lin, Yi-yun
Xin, Tsai-chin Ni, and Xi Song to discuss self-
cultivation, questions of life, arts and living
aspects through Zen, Lao Tzu, Chinese
paintings and handicrafts. Beginning in
October, tea tastings will be held with tea
masters, while large tea art performances,
Chinese and Music in Dialogue, will be held
twice in October and December. The music
in performance coincides perfectly with
the different teas served and the arena of
floral and Zen arrangements.
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