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跨時代的跨界極致挑戰
A ultimate challenge of crossover performance 

TCO and Flying High with Your Love
他們的「夢」所伴隨著，是帶著許許多多的包袱，與現實相互拉扯出來的一種不太完整的嚮往；「情
人」對他們來說是越離越遠的名詞，擁有著許多籓籬與限制；而他們的工作「國樂」也在這種種交綜
複雜的關係下，產生了眾多質疑與埋怨，最終導致在音樂會前夕，樂團團長遭人殺害！透過殺人事件
的發生，逐一連結到每個團員所面對到的現實拉扯，慢慢的描繪出這個世代人的人生難題，而兇手即
將在音樂會上揭曉。

Their dream is accompanied by many burdens in conflict with the reality. It is an unrealistic longing. "Lover" is a term 

they could no longer recall, only many barriers and limitations within sight. This, in turn, makes their job "Chinese 

Music" more complicated with many questions and complaints. Finally, prior to a concert the director of the orchestra 

is murdered.The murder is only a start, and each of the member of the orchestra is trapped in their own conflict of 

reality. Eventually it is a dilemma that applies to everybody in this generation. But who is the murderer? It will be 

revealed in the concert.

文／吳至涵
圖／臺北市立國樂團
Text／Chih-Han Wu
Photo／Taipei Chinese Orchestra

N
odame Cantabile  was a TV drama 

from Fuji TV corporation in Japan a 

few years ago, featuring a story of several 

young musicians full  of passion and 

love. The series received the attention of 

philharmonic people worldwide. With 

that as an inspiration, TCO cooperates 

with director Chia-Ming Wang in a new 

crossover production combining Chinese 

music with theater. Previously TCO had a 

similar crossover program called "What 

北市國與《國樂．情人．夢》
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a Tone! ", and this time "Flying High with 

Your Love " is highly anticipated from the 

beginning. People are guessing how the 

plot and stage design would look like. It 

is also a topic of curiosity to combining 

Chinese music and theater. This project 

is posed to be a crossover challenge in 

performing arts.

From the view of 
30/40-year-olds

Unlike Nodame Cantabile  that focus 

on the youthful viewpoint, "Flying High 

with Your Love" tries to present the life at 

the turn between youth and middle-age. 

People in this age range are likely married 

with a stable job, struggling in a middle 

class career. As for their emotional life, it is 

usually hard to separate the demands from 

marriage, career and family and therefore 

full of hardship, responsibilities. They have 

very few possibilities to pursue dreams as 

they could earlier and often find themselves 

in the conflict of social expectations. Simply 

put, desire and lust are not compatible with 

adult behavior. 
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Hence their dreams are always broken, 

accompanied by many burdens and 

dragged by the conflict of reality. "Lover" 

is a term they could no longer recall, only 

many barriers and limitations within sight. 

This, in turn, makes their job "Chinese 

Music" more complicated with many 

questions and complaints. Finally, prior 

to a concert the director of the orchestra 

is murdered. The murder is only a start, 

and each of the member of the orchestra 

is trapped in their own conflict of reality. 

Eventually it is a dilemma that applies to 

everybody in this generation. But who is 

the murderer? It will be revealed in the 

concert.
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A theater combining image 
and musical language

Director Chia-Ming Wang explains 

the stage design of "Flying High with Your 

Love" in a special way: It is a combination 

of images, music and languages. In other 

words,  "Flying High with Your Love " 

includes image projection, Chinese music 

and theatrical languages to present a 

multimedia experience. It is nothing like 

the traditional theater or musicals. 

The stage is divided into zones, and 

up to 5 or 6 parallel scenes can be seen at 

the same time on stage. Through spotlight, 

the main plot line is focused but at the 

corner of the stage there are also sideline 

developments going on. Real-time video 

streams from two cameras will be projected 

on the top of main stage. Thorugh the 

change of scenes between zones, "Flying 

High with Your Love" will bring a sense of 

flow to the audience. Director Chia-Ming 

Wang thinks that this resembles our life. 

Even if we can only see a scene (exist in one 

place) at any given time, the world keeps 

changing and moving forward. This sense 

of flow is hard to observe from a personal 

perspective, and "Flying High with Your 

Love" tries to bring this point into view.
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 Moreover, there are some special 

features in the stage design of "Flying High 

with Your Love". For example, the view from 

a train in Hokkaido, Japan is presented on 

stage. Also each of the character tells their 

words of the heart in turn in a bedroom 

through a technique called misalignment. 

The leading actress sits in a bathtub in a 

very emotional scene. As for the music 

from TCO orchestra, you need to find out 

by watching the performance personally.

A plot shaped around 
Piano Concerto in G major

Although "Flying High with Your Love" 

is defined as a crossover performance, it is 

still based on Chinese music and therefore 

the repertoire is very important. To match 

the tension of the plot, TCO plays piano 

concerto in G major of Maurice Ravel with 

pianist Ching-Yun Hu. The combination 

of the versatile sound of piano and the 

colorful timbre of Chinese orchestra makes 
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the theater more alive. It demonstrates that 

a perfect crossover performance of Chinese 

and western music is truly touching.  In 

order to reach a wonderful fusion between 

theater and Chinese music, Director Wang 

developed the plot with Piano Concerto in 

G major  as the basis.

瀞
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Other than Piano Concer to in G 

major by the entire TCO, there are also 

several solo sections for each characters, 

such as Moonlight on the second spring 

(erhu), Moonlit Night  , and Butterfly Lovers 

(originally a concerto for violin, adapted 

for erhu) and the director's favorite Chilly 

Spring. With the unique tune and timbre of 

erhu, the entire theater just becomes more 

enriched. Besides, the director added some 

segments of Chinese tunes to bridge the 

music and visual part of the performance, 

which also brings the theme back to 

Chinese music.
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It is also worthy of recognition that 

TCO makes another attempt at crossover 

productions. This production, combining 

image, music and languages, will trigger 

and inspire new imaginations about the 

possibilities of Chinese music for our 

audiences. It is fair to say that "Flying 

High with Your Love " is a cutting edge 

production and a huge breakthrough of 

Chinese music.  

A crossover and cross-era 
performance 

Look ing back  a t  the  h i s tor y  o f 

music, classical western music are almost 

inseparable with operas. This close-knit 

connection resulted in many famous works 

that feature dramatic tension as well as 

imagery. In comparison, such combination 

is rarely seen in Chinese music. Nevertheless, 

Chinese music is full of deep meaning and 

cultural richness. Perhaps the combination 

of music and theater is a field with huge 

potential for Chinese music. 


