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The Mazu March Mania, held around the birthday
of Mazu after the Chinese Lunar New Year, has
been hailed as one of the top three religious and
cultural events around the world. In celebration of
this festive occasion, TCO will hold Holy Pilgrimage,
the opening concert of the 2016 Taipei Traditional
Arts Festival, on March 26t. The concert, which
marks the most significant event for TCO in the
first half of 2016, will feature Caprice of Mazu's
Patrol by Zhu Yun-Song and The Mazu Incense
Praise Lyrics by Huang Ying and Composed by Gu
Guanren, the latter being a large-scale work for
four solo vocalists, a choir, and a Chinese orchestra.
The concert will also present Symphony Evolution,
a four-movement piece commissioned to young
composer Wang I-Yu for this concert.

In the past, large-scale works with multiple
movements for traditional Chinese music were a rarity,
not to mention works that combined vocal elements
and used a choir. Among the handful of works, The
Mazu Incense Praise by Gu Guanren is considered
one of the most representative. “If an orchestra can
work with vocalists more often, the timbre of the
orchestra will be greatly enhanced and enriched,”
said the composer. Symphonies are much rarer in
the Chinese music repertoire, making Symphony
Evolution a much anticipated work in the program.
“l think that the timing is right at the moment in
terms of the caliber of the orchestra or meeting the
expectations from the audience. TCO should make
every endeavor to introduce more large-scale works
of Chinese music down the road,” said Wang I-Yu, who
is one of the most promising Taiwanese composers of
the new generation.

Themed as "Stepping through Time and Space—
A Journey between the Present and the Past",
the 2016 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival seeks
to transcend the boundary between time and
space with traditional arts and infuse creative
elements into traditional Chinese music. This year’s
program, with 12 self-productions and 11 external
productions, covers a wide spectrum of genres,
from music, traditional theatrical performances
(Taiwanese opera, traditional Hakka theater, and
Taiwanese hand puppet theater), to vocal arts,
making the series of events a feast for the senses.
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By Hsieh Chia-Hsuan
Photo by the Taipei Chinese Orchestra

e 2016 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival, which
showcases the varied facets of the city, is themed
around creativity this year and seeks to highlight
the contrast between the contemporary and the
traditional. In conjunction with the core spirit of the
2016 Taipei Design Capital, this year’s festival focuses
on the idea of “stepping through time and space” and
continues to offer a wide spectrum of performance
genres, including concerts of traditional master
musicians, TCO Stellar concerts, traditional theatrical
music (Taiwanese opera and Pei-kuan), a collaborative
project (The White Snake) between TCO and a
modern percussion ensemble, and dialogues between
Chinese music and literature. The opening concert—
Holy Pilgrimage—is the most anticipated program of
all.
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The 2016 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival—
Creativity and Innovation

To highlight the creative and innovative elements
of the Taipei Traditional Arts Festival, TCO will hold a
series of activities in the Zhongshan Hall Plaza.

Centered on this year’s theme of Holy Pilgrimage,
the outdoor events include street busker performances
and an arts market. Cheng Li-Pin, General Director
of TCO, pointed out that with its emphasis on the
intersection and contrast between the traditional and
the modern, the 2016 Taipei Traditional Arts Festival
will see a plethora of events that straddle tradition and
modernity. Among all the multifaceted events, the
opening concert will be the highlight that attempts to
resonate with the Mazu March Mania while blending
innovation with tradition.

The Mazu Pilgrimage, which takes place in the
third month of the lunar calendar, is one of the most
popular folk events in Taiwanese culture. An island-
wide religious activity, the journey sets off from
central Taiwan and often features multitudes of
devout believers sending up sincere prayers amidst
swirling incense smoke and thundering firecrackers.
While becoming an annual event that receives both
domestic and international attention, the Mazu
Pilgrimage has assumed a new life in recent years with
the emergence of the cultural and creative industry,
and sparked off new combinations of creativity and
culture. The opening concert—Holy Pilgrimage—wiill
present Caprice of Mazu's Patrol by Zhu Yun-Song,
which depicts the images of the Mazu Pilgrimage.
The Mazu Incense Praise Lyrics by Huang Ying and
Composed by Gu Guanren, an SATB mixed choir
and a Chinese orchestra, traces the life of Mazu
rich with compassionate deeds and magnanimous
benevolence. The concert will also feature the world
premiere of Symphony Evolution, a commissioned
symphony for this concert by young composer Wang
I-Yu. As large-scale symphonies for Chinese music
are still few and far between, General Director Cheng
Li-Pin hopes that the world premiere of Symphony
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Evolution will inspire more composers to create grand
pieces for Chinese music in Taiwan.

A Piece that Comes Full Circle with Vivid
Depictions of the Mazu Pilgrimage

Caprice of Mazu's Patrol by Zhu Yun-Song consists
of four movements—"The Burning Incense’, "Guan
Jiang Shou" (the Divine Guards), The Holy Palanquin,
and "The Returning of the Palanquin”. "The Burning
Incense', with its slow-moving and mysterious aura,
portrays the serenity and warmth the moment when
the temple door opens and when pious souls become
part of the sacred ritual. "Guan Jiang Shou" (the Divine
Guards), with its changing tempos and dissonant
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Opening Concert of the 2016
Taipei Traditional Arts Festival—
Holy Pilgrimage

Time: 3/26/2016 Sat. 19:30

Venue: Zhongzheng Auditorium of the Taipei
Zhongshan Hall

/TCO B4%# T /Concert

intervals, represents the mighty, dark, and ominous
gestures characteristic of the Goddess’s guardians.
The Holy Palanquin, which shifts between allegro and
allegretto in folk-style wind and percussion, attempts
to recreate the moment when palanquin bearers
become possessed by deities. Towards the end of The
Holy Pilgrimage, "The Returning of the Palanquin”
brings the pilgrimage to a consummate close where
spiritual sublimation of the people is achieved amidst
reignited incense burners, spiraling plumes of incense
smoke, and the sound of bells and drums.

For The Mazu Incense Praise Lyrics by Huang Ying
and Composed by Gu Guanren— an SATB mixed
choir and a Chinese orchestra, TCO has invited a
stellar lineup of artists, including soprano Chen Mei-
Lin, alto Chen Pei-Chi, tenor Fernando Wang, and bass
Liau Chong-Boon. Soprano Chen Mei-Lin, second
prize winner of the Asia Chinese Vocal Competition
and third prize winner of the Mondial Chinese Vocalist
Concours, has performed a great number of major
roles in opera productions at home and abroad, and
is known for her outstanding performance as an
opera singer. Alto Chen Pei-Chi has great experience
as a professional singer and has sung Erda in
Wagner’s Der Ring Des Nibelungen to international
critical acclaim. In 2015, Chen performed Ulrica in Un
Ballo In Maschera by Giuseppe Verdi with National
Taiwan Symphony Orchestra. Bass Liau Chong-Boon,
known for his deep yet bright timbre, excels not only
in operas but also in Lieder and religious music.

Tenor Fernando Wang has been very active on
the international music scene. He was invited by
renowned tenor Placido Domingo to sing in his open-
air concert. Wang has dedicated himself to studying
German and French Lieder and expanding his vocal
repertoire for operas. During his residence of more
than 10 years in Germany, he served as Singer at
Oper Frankfurt. In recent years, he has returned to
Taiwan and is currently teaching at Chinese Culture
University and National Taiwan Ocean University.
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__ 1CO Writes Musical
ove Letter To Taiwan
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By Kao An-ling

Photo by the Taipei Chinese Orchestra
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Have you ever received a love letter that was not
penned in words or composed of photos, but was
written in music?

For the first time ever, with warm and melodious
Chinese music, the Taipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO)
has written such a “love letter” this year, dedicated to
lovers, families and the Taiwanese people.

The love letter — a concert titled “Time-Crossing
Love Letters” — departs from the traditional format of
concerts and centers on the theme of emotions.

Artists from different generations will express their
own interpretations and expectations of love through
the concert in April, TCO said.

Award-winning composer Cincin Lee, who was
invited to compose the 15-minute Love Letter to
Taiwan for the concert, said she hopes to use the
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music piece and the unique characteristics of a
Chinese orchestra to express her love for Taiwan—her
homeland.

Whenever she is free, Lee said, she would always
visit aboriginal villages with her husband and attend
traditional festivals there to immerse herself in the
vitality of Taiwan.

Lee is known for composing scores for films,
including Paradise in Service , The Peony Pavilion
and Trapped at Sea, Lost in Time.

Author Tsai Shih-Ping, who will be the narrator of
the concert, said he is thrilled to participate in the
performance.

“My wife and children are now the focus of my life,"
Tsai said. “I am pleased that in addition to words, |
have the opportunity to show my love for my family
through Chinese music”’

Conducted by Qu Chunquan, the concert will also
include appearances by Beijing opera virtuoso Wei
Haimin, Mandopop singer Wan Fang and guitarist
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The concert is scheduled to take place on April 16
at Taipei Zhongshan Hall.
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BRIEF -
INTRODUCTIO

ipei Chinese Orchestra (TCO), founded in
T?979, is the first professional Chinese orchestra
in Taiwan. Chen Tun-Chu, Chen Tscheng-Hsiung,
Wang Cheng-Ping and Chung Yiu-Kwong had
served as the General Director, a position currently
held by Cheng Li-Pin. The leadership of previous
and current General Directors, previous Music
Directors Wang Cheng-Ping and Shao En and
current Principal Conductor Qu Chunquan has
cultivated performance artistry in the members
and has made TCO internationally renowned, with
innovative and adventurous programming that
broadens the definition of traditional Chinese
music and to establish its unique style and artistic
excellence.
“Let You Hear The World’, TCO not only focuses
on the Chinese music, but also collaborates with
various virtuosi, introducing wilder range of
music from all over the world and the new form
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of Chinese music to Taiwan. It also extensively explores crossover performances to bring novel experiences to
auditoriums and to innovate for a sustainable development of Chinese music.

TCO annually touches the lives of close to 100,000 music lovers with over 100 various productions, including the
Taipei Traditional Arts Festival from March to June. TCO also shoulders the responsibility of art education. Each
year, it presents more than 30 “Art is Profound” educational concerts for sixth-graders across Taipei City and 30
“Bringing Arts to the Alleys” community concerts, as well as extensive domestic and campus tours.

TCO’s international cultural endeavors have staged performances in many important concert halls in over 20
nations in Asia, Europe and the America. Arranged by renowned agency Opus 3 Artists in February 2011, TCO
made its US tour and became the first Chinese orchestra on the rosters of international art agencies.
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With more than 50 records and publications, TCO has been repeatedly nominated and awarded with the
Golden Melody Awards (GMA) and its achievement has attracted international attentions. Since 2008, it has been
invited by the Swedish BIS Records to produce 6 albums for international distribution. The first album, Whirling
Dance , won the Best Traditional Music Album Award at the 21st GMA for Traditional Arts and Music in 2010,
and following records were all nominated, including the recent 26th GMA Best Crossover Music Aloum Award
nomination of the 2015 aloum Memories Lost with pianist Chen Sa. Also released the album with violinist Lu
Siqing, The Butterfly Lovers , and the latest album of Holy Pilgrimage.
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Over the past 36 years, TCO’s persistent endeavors and development have been committed to presenting
exquisite traditional Chinese music, demonstrating the vitality of Chinese music in Taiwan, and pioneering a new
era of Chinese music. With its continued tradition of artistic excellence and collaborations with outstanding artists
of Chinese music in Taiwan, TCO will unwaveringly promote exceptional Chinese music to the world.
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