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Susceptibility of rock doves to low-pathogenic
avian influenza A viruses.
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Abstract

Following a 2008 outbreak of North American low-pathogenic
H5N8 influenza A virus at an upland gamebird farm, we
sero-sampled rock doves (pigeons, Columba livia) at the outbreak
site and conducted experimental inoculations of wild-caught
pigeons using the H5N8 virus and another low-pathogenic virus
(HANG6). While 13% of pigeons at the outbreak site were
seropositive, none were positive for exposure to H5, and one was
positive for N8. Challenged pigeons exhibited low susceptibility
and limited viral RNA excretion for both viruses tested, but at least
one individual had RNA loads indicative of the potential for viral

transmission to other birds.
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